2016-2017 General Announcements

% RICE

10f923

| | searcHGA |

Previous Editions

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 2016-2017

Undergraduate Students

Introduction

Academic Opportunities
Academic Calendar &7
Admission
Auditing Courses
Majors, Minors and Certificates
Non-Traditional Coursework
Study Abroad
Teacher Education
Undergraduate Degrees

Undergraduate Degree Chart

Academic Policies and Procedures
Academic and Judicial Discipline
Attendance and Excused Absences
Final Examinations
Grades
Graduation Requirements
Leaves and Withdrawals
Name Changes
Registration
Transcript Policies
Transfer Credit

Veterans Information

Student Services and Organizations
Clubs and Organizations
Disability Support Services
Financial Aid
Health, Counseling and Wellbeing
Student Government
Tuition, Fees and Expenses
Undergraduate Student Life

Rights and Responsibilities
Access to Student Records
Code of Student Conduct
Honor System

Student Responsibility

Honors and Distinctions

01/03/2017

Graduate Students

Introduction

Academic Opportunities
Academic Calendar E?
Admission
Auditing Courses
Graduate Degrees
Graduate Degree Chart

Non-Traditional Coursework

Academic Policies and Procedures
Academic and Judicial Discipline
Academic Regulations and Registration
Candidacy, Oral Examinations and Thesis
Grades
Leaves, Interruptions of Study and Withdrawals
Registration
Transfer Credit

Veterans Information

Student Services and Organizations
Clubs and Organizations
Disability Support Services
Financial Aid
Graduate Student Government
Graduate Student Life
Health, Counseling and Wellbeing

Tuition, Fees and Expenses

Rights and Responsibilities
Access to Student Records

Code of Student Conduct
Dispute Resolution

Honor System

Student Responsibility

Non-Traditional Students
Auditors

Second Bachelor's Degree Students
Summer Sessions for Visiting Students
Visiting Post Baccalaureates

Visiting Undergraduate Students

Faculty
Faculty Grading Guidelines
Non-Traditional Coursework

Syllabus Standards

Programs of Study
Departments and Programs

Courses of Instruction 27

Administration and Faculty
Board of Trustees

Administration

Faculty

Emeritus Faculty

Important Notices
Message from the President
Contact Information
Accreditation
Complaints Process
Disclaimer
Ethical Concerns

Equal Opportunity Notice


http://www.rice.edu/
http://www.rice.edu/catalog/archive.shtml
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/calendars/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/calendars/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/calendars/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/calendars/
http://courses.rice.edu/admweb/swkscat.main?p_action=cata
http://courses.rice.edu/admweb/swkscat.main?p_action=cata

2016-2017 General Announcements 2 of 923

Academic Honor Societies
Honors Programs
President’s Honor Roll

University Honors

General Announcements 6100 Main MS-10, Houston, Texas 77005-1827 Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77251-1892

©2015 Rice University Rice Home Web Services University Calendar Rice A-Z Maps-Directions Feedback

01/03/2017


http://www.rice.edu/
http://webservices.rice.edu/
http://events.rice.edu/
http://www.rice.edu/search/query.php?tab=sitemap
http://futureowls.rice.edu/futureowls/Driving_Directions.asp
mailto:vpaa@rice.edu

2016-2017 General Announcements 3 0of 923

% RICE

| | searcHGA |

Previous Editions

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 2016-2017

2016-2017 > Undergraduate > Undergraduate Students Introduction > Introduction

» Undergraduate Students

+ Graduate Students

+ Non-Traditional Students

» Faculty

» Programs of Study

» Administration and Faculty

» Important Notices

Introduction

The undergraduate experience at Rice is one of intense personal interactions. The close sense of community created by individual
placement in residential colleges is extended to warm intellectual and personal relationships with members of the Rice faculty.
“Inside the hedges,” the beautifully designed, spacious campus is small enough to encourage a sense of belonging even as
students engage with the lively cultural currents of one of the country’s largest cities.

The academic philosophy at Rice is to offer students beginning their college studies both a grounding in the broad fields of general
knowledge and the chance to concentrate on very specific academic and research interests. By completing the required distribution
courses, all students gain an understanding of the literature, arts, and philosophy essential to any civilization, a broad historical
introduction to thought about human society, and a basic familiarity with the scientific principles underlying physics, chemistry, and
mathematics. Building on this firm foundation, students then concentrate on studies in their major areas of interest.

Rice University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS), the
recognized regional accrediting body in the 11 U.S. Southern states.

Rice grants two undergraduate degrees, the Bachelor of Arts (BA) and the Bachelor of Science (BS), in a range of majors. The
majority of undergraduates earn the BA degree. The BS degree is offered in some science fields and in various fields of
engineering. The programs leading to the BS degrees in Bioengineering, Civil Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Electrical
Engineering and Mechanical Engineering are accredited by the Engineering Accreditation Commission of ABET,
http://www.abet.org. Undergraduates may major in any of the numerous fields provided by the various schools of architecture,
humanities, music, social sciences, science, and engineering. To accommodate the full range of individual student interests,
specific interdepartmental majors and minors also are available, as are various departmental minors and selectively approved area
majors. In certain departments, students also have the option of overlapping the upper-level course work of their undergraduate
degree with those basic requirements necessary to earn an advanced degree in the field, considerably reducing the time required to
complete their graduate studies. The Shepherd School of Music offers a dual degree in music (BMus/MMus) that may be completed
with a fifth year of study. The BA-BArch professional track is the primary course of study for undergraduate architectural study at
Rice. All students who successfully apply to the university and the School of Architecture enter into this program. This program
leads to a degree of Bachelor of Arts with a major in Architecture (BA) after four years, followed immediately by the professional
Bachelor of Architecture (BArch) degree sequence, which consists of a one year internship program (Preceptorship) and one year
of advanced course work.

Through Rice’s Education Certification Program, students interested in teaching in secondary schools may complete a program of
teacher training, leading to certification in the state of Texas, together with the BA degree. Students interested in satisfying the
requirements for admission to medical, dental, or law school should consult with the Office of Academic Advising for completing
these programs in conjunction with the various majors.
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Fall 2016 Academic Calendar

A printable PDF version %% of this calendar is available.

Sunday -
Friday,
August 14-19,
2016

Orientation week for new students

Friday, August

Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit final grades to resolve

September 2,
2016

19, 2016 "Other" (OT) grades for courses taken in Summer 2016

Monday, FIRST DAY OF CLASSES - START OF THE FALL SEMESTER

August 22,

2016

Monday - Fall Registration Continues: Registration continues for

Friday, undergraduate, graduate, and visiting students

August 22 -

August 26,

2016

Friday, August |Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit final grades to resolve

26, 2016 “Incomplete” (INC) grades for courses taken in Spring and Summer
2016

Friday, Deadline: Last day to complete late registration

Deadline: Last day to add courses (Please go to ESTHER .~ to add
courses)

Deadline: Last day to adjust variable credit for courses online via
ESTHER .=

Deadline: Last day to designate a credit course as "Audit" or vice
versa

Deadline: Last day to convert a “Pass/Fail” to an earned letter grade
for courses taken in Spring or Summer 2016

Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 100% refund of tuition and
fees

Deadline: Last day to drop to part-time status with refund of tuition

Monday,
September 5,
2016

LABOR DAY (HOLIDAY - NO SCHEDULED CLASSES)

Friday,
September 9,
2016

Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 70% refund of tuition

Friday,
September 16,
2016

Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 60% refund of tuition

Friday,
September 23,
2016

Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 50% refund of tuition
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Friday,
September 30,
2016
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Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 40% refund of tuition and fees

Friday, October
7, 2016

Deadline: Last day to drop courses for full-term courses (Please go
to ESTHER.» to drop courses)

Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit Mid-semester Grades for
first-year undergraduate students online via ESTHER.#

Deadline: College course plans due to Dean of Undergraduates office
for Spring 2017

Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 30% refund of tuition

Monday - MIDTERM RECESS (NO SCHEDULED CLASSES)
Tuesday
October 10 -
11, 2016
Friday, October|Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 20% refund of tuition
14, 2016
Friday, October |Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 10% refund of tuition
21, 2016
Friday, October|Deadline: Last day to designate a full-term course status to
28, 2016 "Pass/Fail" option
Deadline: Last day to file an application for December 2016 degree
conferral with the Office of the Registrar (Undergraduate and
Graduate Students)
Deadline: Last day to file an application for a May 2017 degree
conferral with the Office of the Registrar (Undergraduate Students
only)
Deadline: Last day to file the following in the Office of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies for December 2016 degree conferral:
e Thesis master’s candidacy petitions
e Certification of non-thesis master’s
e Form for candidacy master’s
e Ph.D. candidacy petitions
Monday Spring Registration: Spring 2017 Course Schedule .» Published
October 31 Spring Registration: ESTHER Course Registration Planner opens for
2016 currently enrolled undergraduates
Wednesday, Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit textbook orders for

November 9,
2016

Spring 2017 to bookstore@rice.edu
Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit Spring semester
classroom and lab software requests to edtech@rice.edu

Sunday,
November 13,
2016

Deadline: ESTHER Course Registration Planner closes at 11:59 PM

Monday,
November 14,
2016

Spring Registration: Spring 2017 registration begins for currently
enrolled graduate and fifth-year students at 5:00 PM

Wednesday,
November 16,
2016

Spring Registration: Spring 2017 ADD/DROP begins for currently
enrolled undergraduate students at 7:00 AM

Friday,
November 18,
2016

Deadline: Last day to register for Spring 2017 by 5:00 PM without a
Late Registration Fee

Saturday,
November 19,
2016

Late Registration Begins: Continuing students that have not
registered for any classes are charged a Late Registration Fee to add
classes
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Thursday - THANKSGIVING RECESS (HOLIDAY - NO SCHEDULED

Friday, CLASSES)

November 24 -

25, 2016

Friday, LAST DAY OF CLASSES

December 2, Deadline: Last day to drop courses (for Fall 2016 undergraduate

2016 matriculants only) - students must go to the Office of the Registrar by
4:00 PM

Deadline: For a December conferral of degree, students must submit
thesis to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies by 12:00
noon

Saturday - STUDY DAYS - NO EXAMS
Tuesday,
December 3 -
6, 2016

Wednesday - Final examinations for undergraduate courses
Wednesday,
December 7 -
14, 2016

Wednesday, END OF THE FALL SEMESTER
December 14,

2016

Wednesday, Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit Final Grades online via
December 21, |ESTHER .~

2016

Contact Us | Make an Appointment | Staff Directory | Feedback

©2008 Rice University Events.rice.edu Rice A-Z Maps-Directions
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Academic Spring 2017 Academic Calendar
Calendars
Monday, FIRST DAY OF CLASSES - START OF THE SPRING SEMESTER
+ Academic Honors January 9,
2017
3
Classrooms Monday - Spring Registration Continues: Registration continues for
» Course Information Friday, undergraduate, graduate, and visiting students
January 9 -
, Course & Instructor 13, 2017
Evaluations Friday, Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit final grades to resolve
January 13, ["Other™ (OT) grades for courses taken in Fall 2016
+ Degree Planning 2017
» Degree Works Monday, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY (HOLIDAY - NO SCHEDULED
January 16, |CLASSES)
» Distribution Credit 2017
Deadline: Last day to complete late registration
Enrollment and Deadline: Last day to add courses online via ESTHER .~
Degree Verification Deadline: Last day to adjust variable credit for courses online via
ESTHER .=
» ESTHER Friday, Deadline: Last day to designate a credit course as "Audit” or vice versa
. January 20, |[Deadline: Last day to convert a “Pass/Fail” to an earned letter grade for
" Exam Credit (AP, 2017 courses taken in Fall 2016
etc.) Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 100% refund of tuition and fees
Final E Deadline: Last day to drop to part-time status with a refund of tuition
na Xa-m Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit final grades to resolve
Information “Incompletes” (INC) grades for courses taken in Fall 2016
v Graduation Friday, Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 70% refund of tuition
January 27,
Inter-Institutional 2017
h Graduate Students Friday, Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 60% refund of tuition
February 3,
- OTR Fees 2017
Thursday - |[SPRING RECESS (NO SCHEDULED CLASSES)
Personal Friday,
. February 9
Information
- 10, 2017
+ Registration Friday, Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 50% refund of tuition
February
- Summer Session 10, 2017
. Friday, Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 40% refund of tuition
» Transcripts February
+ Transfer Credit 17,2017
Friday, Deadline: Last day to drop full-term courses online via ESTHER .=
Veterans February Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit Mid-Semester Grades for

01/03/2017
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24, 2017 first-year undergraduate students online via ESTHER .#
Deadline: College course plans due to Dean of Undergraduates office for
Fall 2017
Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit textbook orders for Summer
2017 to bookstore@rice.edu
Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 30% refund of tuition
Deadline: Last day to file an application for a May degree conferral with
the Office of the Registrar (Graduate Students only)
Deadline: Last day to file the following in the Office of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies for May degree conferral:
e Thesis master's candidacy petitions
e Certification of non-thesis master's
e Form for candidacy master's
e Ph.D. candidacy petitions
Friday, Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 20% refund of tuition
March 3,
2017
Friday, Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 10% refund of tuition
March 10,
2017
Saturday - |SPRING BREAK (NO SCHEDULED CLASSES)
Sunday,
March 11 -
19, 2017
Monday, Summer Registration Begins: Summer 2017 registration begins for
March 13, |currently enrolled undergraduate, graduate and fifth-year students
2017
Friday, Deadline: Last day to designate a full-term course status to "Pass/Fail"
March 24, |option
2017 Deadline: Last day to drop courses (for previous Fall undergraduate
matriculants only) - students must go to the Office of the Registrar by
4:00 PM
Deadline: Last day for second year students to declare majors with the
Office of the Registrar
Monday, Fall Registration: Fall 2017 Course Schedule .» Published
March 27, Fall Registration: ESTHER Course Registration Planner opens for
2017 undergraduate students for Fall 2017 registration.
Wednesday, |Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit textbook orders for Fall
March 29, |2017 to bookstore@rice.edu
2017
Wednesday, |Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit Fall semester classroom and
April 5, lab software requests to edtech@rice.edu
2017
Sunday, Deadline: ESTHER Course Registration Planner closes at 11:59 PM
April 9,
2017
Xlogijié' Fall Registration: Fall 2017 registration begins for currently enrolled
P ’ graduate and fifth-year students at 5:00 PM
2017
Wednesday, . L .
- Fall Registration: Fall 2017 ADD/DROP begins for currently enrolled
April 12, undergraduate students at 7:00 AM
2017 9 :
Friday, Deadline: Last day to register for Fall 2017 by 5:00 PM without a Late
April 14, Registration Fee
2017
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Saturday, Late Registration Begins: Continuing students that have not registered
April 15, for any classes are charged a Late Registration Fee to add classes
2017
Friday, LAST DAY OF CLASSES
April 21, Deadline: Last day to drop courses (for Spring 2017 undergraduate
2017 matriculants only) - students must go to the Office of the Registrar by
4:00 PM
Deadline: Last day to submit theses in the Office of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies for May degree conferral by 12:00 noon

Saturday - |STUDY DAYS - NO EXAMS

Tuesday,

April 22 -

25, 2017

Wednesday |Final examinations for all undergraduate courses

Wednesday,

April 26 -

May 3,

2017

Wednesday, END OF THE SPRING SEMESTER

May 3,

2017
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Dating back to the founding of Rice University, our first president, Edgar Odell Lovett, mandated that we aspire to be a world-class
university of the highest standing. Dr. Lovett challenged us “to assign no upper limit to our educational endeavor.” He envisioned
students and faculty as a community of scholars, their minds exercised by spirited discourse (John Boles, A University So
Conceived: A Brief History of Rice, p. 17, third rev. ed. 2006). Therefore, as an integral part of the university’s mission, we seek a
broadly diverse student body where educational diversity increases the intellectual vitality of education, scholarship, service, and
communal life at Rice. We seek students, both undergraduate and graduate, of keen intellect and diverse backgrounds who not
only show potential for success at Rice, but also who will contribute to the educational environment of those around them. Rice
determines which group of applicants, considered individually and collectively, will take fullest advantage of what we have to offer,
contribute most to the educational process at Rice, and be most successful in their chosen fields and in society in general. Our
evaluation process employs many different means to identify these qualities in applicants. History shows that no single gauge can
adequately predict a student’s preparedness for a successful career at Rice. For example, we are cautious in the use of
standardized test scores to assess student preparedness and potential. An applicant is considered in competition with all other
applicants. In making a decision to admit or award financial aid, we are careful not to ascribe too much value to any single metric,
such as rank in class, grade point average, the SAT/ACT, or Graduate Record Exam.

We use a broader perspective that includes such qualitative factors as the overall strength and competitive ranking of a student’s
prior institution, the rigor of his or her particular course of study, letters of recommendation, essays, responses to application
questions, and (where required) auditions and portfolios. Taken together with a student’s academic record and test scores, these
additional factors provide a sound basis to begin assessing the applicant’s potential on all levels.

Beyond indicators of academic competence, we look for other qualities among applicants, such as creativity, motivation, artistic
talent, and leadership potential. We believe that students who possess these attributes in combination with strong academic
potential will contribute to, and benefit from, a more vibrant, diverse educational atmosphere. Through their contributions and
interactions with others, students will enrich the educational experience of all faculty and students. These qualities are not revealed
in numerical measurements, but are manifest in the breadth of interests and the balance of activities in their lives.

Rice University strives to create on its campus a rich learning environment in which all students will meet individuals whose
interests, talents, life experiences, beliefs, and world views differ significantly from their own. We believe that an educated person is
one who is at home in many different environments, at ease among people from many different cultures, and willing to test his or
her views against those of others. Moreover, we recognize that in this or any university, learning about the world we live in is not by
any means limited to the structured interaction between faculty and students in the classroom, but also occurs through informal
dialogue between students outside the classroom.

To encourage our students’ fullest possible exposure to the widest possible set of experiences, Rice seeks through its admission
policies to bring bright and promising students to the university from a range of socioeconomic, cultural, geographic, and other
backgrounds. We consider an applicant’s race or ethnicity as a factor in the admission process and believe that racial and ethnic
diversity is an important element of overall educational diversity. Though race or ethnicity is never the defining factor in an
application or admission decision, we do seek to enroll students from underrepresented groups in sufficient and meaningful
numbers as to prevent their isolation and allow their diverse voices to be heard. We also seek students whose parents did not
attend college as well as students from families with a well-established history of college-level education. Rice places a premium on
recruitment of students, regardless of their races or ethnicities, who have distinguished themselves through initiatives that build
bridges between different cultural, racial, and ethnic groups. In so doing, we endeavor to craft a residential community that fosters
creative, intercultural interactions among students, a place where prejudices of all sorts are confronted squarely and dispelled.

In assessing how well an applicant can contribute to enlivening the learning environment at Rice, we also try to determine the
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relative challenges that he or she may have faced. For economically disadvantaged students, this may mean achieving a high level
of scholastic distinction while holding down a job in high school. For a first generation college student, it might mean achieving high
standards for academic success within an environment relatively indifferent to intellectual attainment. Or it might mean overcoming
a disability to excel in sports, music, or forensics. For students who do not have particular disadvantages, we also look at whether
they chose a more challenging road than the normal path through high school. This might mean an especially strenuous course of
study, a prolonged, in-depth engagement in a school project, or a particularly creative and wide-ranging set of extracurricular
activities.

Rice does not view offers of admission as entitlements based on grades and test scores. Our admission process combines an
examination of academic ability with a flexible assessment of an applicant’s talents, experiences, and potential, including potential
diversity contributions; it precludes any quick formula for admitting a given applicant or for giving preference to one particular set of
qualifications without reference to the class as a whole. Rice is a highly selective institution and receives many more applications
from viable candidates than it has available spaces. An inevitable consequence of Rice’s approach is that some highly
accomplished students will not be admitted. However, by selecting a wide range of matriculants of all types, the admission process
seeks to enrich the learning environment at Rice and thus improve the quality of a Rice education for all students.

Due to the nature of the Rice education, Rice admits undergraduate degree candidates on a full-time basis only.

Applicants are selected on a competitive basis in six academic divisions: architecture, engineering, humanities, music, natural
sciences, and social sciences. Candidates should give careful consideration to the category under which they wish to be
considered. However, once enrolled, students are able to move freely among most divisions after consultation with their advisors.
Music students must pursue the music program for at least the first year before changing divisions. The schools of music and
architecture maintain limited enrollments; all majors are subject to faculty approval.

Those offered admission are expected to complete the remainder of their high school courses with the same superior performance
that led to their admission.

First-Year Applicants

The areas of focus generally used in evaluation of first-year candidates for admission include: scholastic record as reflected by the
courses chosen and the quality of academic performance, recommendations from high school, the application presentation of
personal information, special talents, essays, and standardized testing.

The High School Record—Students must complete at least 16 college preparatory units as follows:

English 4 Laboratory science (e.g., biology, chemistry, physics) 2
Social studies 2 A foreign language 2
Mathematics 3  Additional credits in any of the categories above 3

The natural science and engineering divisions require trigonometry (precalculus) or other advanced mathematics courses and both
chemistry and physics. Students may substitute a second year of chemistry or biology for physics.

Students admitted with academic deficiencies will be asked to complete the required work by taking high school or college-level
courses during the summer before enrollment at Rice.

Note: Because of the admission competition to enter Rice, successful applicants generally have taken 20 or more college
preparatory courses in high school, many at the college level. Therefore, only those students who have more than 20
college preparatory courses may have the Office of the Registrar consider for Rice credit their college courses taken in
high school.

Transfer of Coursework Taken During High School—College-level courses taken during high school years may be considered
for credit at Rice University on receipt of the following documentation:

1. An official transcript of all college courses sent directly from the college(s) attended. The college courses should be part of the
normal curriculum of the college and taught by regular members of the college faculty.

2. Official notification by letter from the high school principal or guidance counselor that the credit earned was not used to meet
high school diploma requirements. College-level courses that appear on the high school transcript will not yield credits at Rice.

Recommendations—Candidates must submit evaluations from their guidance counselor and one teacher.

The Application—All freshman applicants must complete the Common Application, the Coalition Application, the QuestBridge
Application, or the Universal College Application. The application and the Rice supplement provide the committee with important
information on the student’s background and gives the applicant an opportunity to provide statements on his or her interests,
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experiences, and goals. The application fee is $75. Students for whom this fee creates a hardship may apply for a waiver.
Freshman applicants should provide proof of a fee waiver for the SAT or ACT test or eligibility for the school lunch program. In any
case, a letter from the student’s high school counselor is required. Financial stress created by application fees to other institutions is
not considered a valid reason to grant a fee waiver.

Standardized Testing—All freshman applicants for Fall 2017 must submit at least one of the following:

m the old SAT (Reading, Math, and Writing) and two SAT Subject Tests in fields related to their proposed area of study

= the new, redesigned SAT (Reading/Writing/Language and Math (SAT Essay is optional ) and two SAT Subject Tests in fields
related to their proposed area of study

m the ACT. Writing is optional

These exams are administered by the College Board and the American College Testing Program. The applicant is responsible for
arranging to take the tests and sending official score reports to Rice before the student can be considered for admission. The
College Board code for Rice is 6609. The ACT code is 4152.

Rice uses the highest scores from any sitting on the same version of the SAT in order to consider each applicant’s most positive
test results. Rice will not combine (superscore) area scores from the old and the new SAT. Recognizing that this policy could
disadvantage those students who cannot afford repeated testing or expensive test prep coaching, we believe a comprehensive
testing history provides us with the appropriate context required for making a fair judgment of what the test scores mean in a holistic
admission process. Therefore, we require all applicants submitting the SAT to submit all scores from all versions to Rice. The ACT's
definition of a composite score is the average of the four multiple-choice scale scores from a single administration, therefore, it is
Rice’s policy to use the highest ACT composite score from a single administration.

Additionally, applicants for whom English is not their native language are required to submit official results of either the TOEFL or
IELTS exam. A minimum score of 100 is required on the internet-based TOEFL or a 600 on the paper-based TOEFL. The minimum
acceptable score for the IELTS exam is 7.0. Applicants may be exempt from this requirement if the language of instruction at the
school(s) they attended for the most recent two full years (minimum) is English.

Personal Interview—Although a personal interview is not a requirement, we recommend an interview for first-year applicants as an
excellent opportunity to discuss the applicant’s interests, needs, and questions. On-campus interviews are conducted by the
admission staff and a select group of Rice senior students. Off-campus interviews are conducted throughout the United States and
abroad by Rice alumni. The Committee on Admission makes no distinction between on-campus and off-campus interviews.
Interviews are available to seniors only.

Music Audition—The deadline for submitting all required documents is December 1.

Architecture Portfolio—Architecture applicants must submit a portfolio along with the required application materials by the
deadline for either the Early Decision or Regular Decision Plan.

Decision Plans

Early Decision Plan—Early Decision is a binding decision plan designed for students who have selected Rice as their first choice.
Students may initiate applications to other colleges under nonbinding plans but must withdraw those applications if admitted to Rice.

Early Decision applicants must complete the required standardized testing prior to or by the November testing dates in their senior
year. All other materials should be submitted by November 1. Admission notices will be mailed by mid December. The committee
will admit, defer, or deny Early Decision applicants. Deferred applicants are considered with the Regular Decision pool.

It is important to note that, if admitted under Early Decision, a candidate must withdraw all other college applications, may
not submit any additional applications after accepting the offer, and must accept Rice’s offer of admission by submitting a
$300 nonrefundable deposit by January 1. An additional $100 housing deposit is required of those desiring on-campus
accommodations.

Those accepted under Early Decision who demonstrate financial aid eligibility will receive a financial aid package in the admission
packet. To apply for need-based aid, Early Decision applicants must submit the College Scholarship Service Profile and the student
and parent income tax and W-2 forms by November 15, 2016. Register for the CSS PROFILE at
https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile . Students will complete the PROFILE online. The PROFILE number for
Rice is 6609. For more detailed information go to http://financialaid.rice.edu &

Shepherd School of Music—All candidates applying to the Shepherd School of Music must submit their application and all
required supporting documents by December 1. Admission notification is April 1. Admitted students must submit a $300
nonrefundable deposit by May 1.
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Rice/Baylor Medical Scholars Program—All candidates interested in the Rice/Baylor Medical Scholars Program must submit the
Baylor College of Medicine application to Rice University by December 1. Rice application materials are due by November 1 for
Early Decision or December 1 for Regular Decision.

Regular Decision Plan—Students who apply Regular Decision must submit their materials by January 1 to receive notification by
April 1. Candidates who miss the deadline must do so in full knowledge that they are in a less competitive position. Regular
Decision applicants must complete their standardized tests by December of their senior year of high school.

Regular Decision applicants who are offered admission should submit a $300 enrollment deposit by May 1 to reserve their places in
the incoming class. Those who desire a room on campus must pay an additional $100 deposit. Enrollment deposits are not
refundable.

Accelerated Students

Rice University will accept applications from students who are completing high school in less than four years. It is important to note
that these students will compete with other candidates who will be completing four years of high school. Therefore, it is the
candidate’s responsibility to demonstrate that he or she has exhausted all college preparatory course work at his or her school.
Further, because of the residential focus and commitment to student self-governance at Rice, candidates must also demonstrate
the maturity and personal development that would allow them to participate fully and responsibly in campus life. Because of the
unique circumstances surrounding the accelerated student, it is strongly recommended that these candidates have an on-
campus interview with an admission officer well before the application deadline.

Home-Schooled Applicants

The Committee on Admission and Financial Aid recognizes that each home-schooled applicant is in a unique educational program.
To ensure that our evaluation process is fully informed, home-schooled applicants are encouraged to provide clear, detailed
documentation of curriculum of study, assessment tools, and learning experiences. Rice requires evaluations from a guidance
counselor and a teacher from all applicants. For home-schooled applicants, at least one of these evaluations must be from
someone not related to the student.

Transfer Students

Students with superior records from two-year or four-year colleges or universities may apply as transfer candidates. Applicants
should have completed at least 12 semester hours of college work since graduating from high school. Students with less than 12
semester hours should apply through the freshman admission process. High school students enrolled in an Early College program
or Dual Enrollment program are not eligible to apply as transfer students and should apply through the freshman admission
process. Students who have already completed a bachelor’'s degree may not apply for transfer admission.

Applicants for transfer admission must file the following with the Office of Admission:

m The Transfer Common Application and the Rice Writing Supplement, the Coalition Application and Rice Supplement, or the
Universal College Application and Rice Supplement

m Official transcripts of all high school and college work completed to date, as well as courses in progress

Professional evaluation of transcripts from non-U.S. institutions. Recommended evaluators are SpanTran

(www.spantran.com B¢) and Education Credential Evaluators (www.ece.org E7).

Two college instructor evaluations

The college official's report

SAT or ACT

A $75 application fee

Applications with the appropriate documents must be submitted by March 15 for fall term admission. Notification of the admission
decisions are made on a rolling basis between May 1 and June 1. The criteria used in evaluating transfer applications are similar to
those applied to applicants for the first-year class, except that special emphasis is given to performance at the college level.
Because of the highly competitive nature of transfer admission, it is recommended that applicants have a minimum 3.20 (4.00
scale) grade point average on all college work. The SAT or ACT must be taken by February 15. The SAT Subject Tests are not
required.

Additionally, applicants for whom English is not their native language are required to submit official results of either the TOEFL or
IELTS exam. A minimum score of 100 is required on the internet-based TOEFL or a 600 on the paper-based TOEFL. The minimum
acceptable score for the IELTS exam is 7.0. Applicants may be exempt from this requirement if the language of instruction at the
school(s) they attended for the most recent two full years (minimum) is English.

Students for whom the $75 application fee creates a hardship may apply for a waiver. Transfer applicants must send a copy of the
Student Aid Report that they receive after completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) along with a request for
a fee waiver to the Office of Admission. Financial stress created by application fees to other institutions is not considered a valid
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reason to grant a fee waiver. Only U.S. citizens and permanent residents are eligible for an application fee waiver.

Transfer students must be registered in residence at Rice for at least four full semesters during the fall or spring terms and must
complete no fewer than 60 semester hours before earning a Rice degree.

Advanced Placement/International Baccalaureate/International Certificate Programs

Advanced Placement—Students who score a four or five on the applicable Advanced Placement College Board examinations
taken before matriculation at Rice may receive university credit for the corresponding Rice course(s). For more information, see AP
Credit &.

International Baccalaureate—Students who complete the International Baccalaureate diploma and receive a score of six or seven
on a higher-level IB exam may receive course credit for the corresponding Rice course(s). For more information, see IB Credit .

International Certificate Programs—Students who have completed various international certificate programs may receive course
credit for corresponding Rice courses; however, each student’s documentation will be reviewed individually and on a case-by-case
basis.The General Certificate of Education A-Level (United Kingdom), the Abitur (Germany), and the Baccalaureate (France) are
eligible for review. For more information, see International Exam Credit &,
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Majors, Minors, and Certificates

Jump to:
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Area Majors

Undergraduate Majors

To receive a bachelor’s degree, a student must complete the requirements for at least one major. Rice offers majors in many fields.
Within some majors, students have the choice of a particular area of concentration. Students also may choose to fulfill the
requirements for more than one major; such majors do not necessarily need to be in related fields. More detailed information on the
departmental majors described below may be found in the Undergraduate Degree chart, in the section “Departments and
Interdisciplinary Programs” or by contacting the department. The process for declaring majors appears in the section Declaring
Majors and Minors and Area Majors.

School of Architecture—Students admitted to the university as architecture majors must first complete four years of the BA
program (architecture major) before applying to the BArch program in their senior year. If admitted, they are assigned a
preceptorship with an architectural firm for a one-year period, after which they return to Rice to complete the BArch degree
program. The School of Architecture also offers a BA in Architectural Studies, which provides a foundation for graduate level study
of architecture and/or pursuit of other fields.

George R. Brown School of Engineering—Rice offers majors in bioengineering, chemical and biomolecular engineering, civil and
environmental engineering, computational and applied mathematics, computer science, electrical and computer engineering,
materials science and nanoengineering, mechanical engineering, and statistics. These programs lead to either the BA or the BS
degree and may qualify students for further graduate study.

School of Humanities—Students may declare majors in art history, classical studies, English, French studies, German studies,
Spanish and Portuguese, history, philosophy, religion, and visual and dramatic arts. Interdisciplinary majors are available in ancient
mediterranean civilizations, Asian studies, Latin American studies, medieval and early modern studies, and the study of women,
gender, and sexuality, while an interdepartmental major in policy studies combines courses from the School of Humanities and the
School of Social Sciences.

Shepherd School of Music—Music students may opt for either a BA or a Bachelor of Music (BMus) degree in performance,
composition, music history, and music theory. Students who pass a special qualifying examination may elect an honors program
that leads to the simultaneous awarding of the BMus and Master of Music (MMus) degrees after five years of study.

Wiess School of Natural Sciences—All natural sciences departments, including biosciences, chemistry, earth science,
kinesiology, mathematics, and physics and astronomy offer programs leading to the BA degree. BS degrees are offered in some
departments. Majors include astronomy, astrophysics, biochemistry and cell biology, biological sciences, kinesiology, chemical
physics, chemistry, earth science, ecology and evolutionary biology, environmental stuides, mathematics, and physics. Students
also may elect double majors combining one of the programs in natural sciences with another science, a humanities discipline, or
an engineering field.

School of Social Sciences—Rice offers majors in anthropology, economics, linguistics, mathematical economic analysis, political
science, psychology, sociology, and sport management. In addition, both the interdepartmental policy studies major and the
cognitive sciences majors include science, engineering, and humanities courses, while the managerial studies major incorporates
course work in the schools of engineering and management.

Declaring Majors, Minors, and Certificates

Students declare a major, minor or certificate via a Declaration Form. The department chair or designee must sign the form
acknowledging the declaration. The department will counsel the student about the requirements that must be met to complete the
major and the likelihood the student will be able to meet them. If the department believes a student is not well prepared for success
in its major (or minor, or certificate), it may express its reservations on the form and/or propose a specific course of study to help the
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student improve his or her background. No department or program, except the School of Architecture and Shepherd School of
Music, may refuse to admit an undergraduate into its program unless specific curricular conditions for such refusals are included in
the relevant description of the program requirements, or in cases of resource limitations. Students may not obtain both a BA and a
BS in the same major.

Students are encouraged to declare an official major as soon as they have decided on it so that a major advisor can be assigned.
Students may declare a major at any time up to, before, or during the spring semester of their second year at Rice. They will not be
permitted to register for the fall semester of their third year without having declared a major. The major declaration deadline is listed
in the Academic Calendar each year. (Transfer students should declare within their first year or before reaching junior level status.)
Students are always free to change their major by completing the Change of Major form. However, such a change may entail one or
more additional semesters at the university. Area majors are an exception to this rule and must be declared by the fourth semester
before graduation (see Area Majors below).

Some majors provide students an opportunity to declare a major concentration. Major concentrations are formally recognized
subfields of study within a major, and they are represented by a coordinated set of courses emphasizing a subfield in that program.
For those majors with approved concentrations, the major concentration is listed on the student's academic transcript as an element
of the official curriculum.

Students may declare a minor only after they have first declared a major. The declaration of minor process is identical to that of
majors. Students may not major and minor in the same subject.

Additionally, students may declare their intent to pursue a university certificate only after they have first declared a major. The
declaration of intent to pursue a university certificate process is identical to that of a major.

Once a student declares a major, minor, or certificate, the title of the major, minor, or university certificate is noted on the student’s
transcript, and a faculty advisor in the appropriate department is assigned. To gain full benefit of departmental or program course
offerings, students should meet regularly with faculty advisors.

To assess progress toward degree requirements, students should:

1) monitor their Degree Works degree audits (via ESTHER) to review progress toward degree requirements; and

2) meet regularly with their faculty advisors to review progress toward completion of major, minor, university certificate, and degree
requirements.

For instructions on how to declare a major or minor in ESTHER, visit the Major, Minors, and University Certificates ¥ page of the
Office of the Registrar's website.

Area Majors

Students with well-defined needs that are not met by established departmental or interdisciplinary majors may propose an area
major. Area majors combine courses from more than one department into a cohesive plan of original study that is equivalent in
quality and rigor to a traditional major.

Area majors are rare and limited by the available academic resources and must be distinct from other majors at Rice. They differ
from double majors, which must conform to the requirements of both departments. An area major constitutes a single major with
specific requirements that include courses from two or more departments. No course in an area major may be used to fulfill the
requirements of an additional major, minor or a certificate, and students with area majors must still meet all the other university
graduation requirements.

Students initiate an area major after first consulting with faculty advisors from each of the departments involved. Once support has
been obtained from these faculty advisors, students should consult the Office of Academic Advising (OAA) which serves as a liaison
to the Committee on the Undergraduate Curriculum (CUC). Students work closely with each faculty advisor to design a
comprehensive and substantial course of study and to decide on an appropriate title. This course of study must be formulated in a
written proposal. Each faculty advisor and the OAA must sign off on the plan before submission to the chair of the CUC. The CUC
determines final approval. As part of the review process, the CUC consults chairs of the involved departments to confirm that
courses necessary for successful and timely completion of the major will be offered. If approved, the OAA officially certifies the area
major plan to the Office of the Registrar and goes on to oversee the major on behalf of the faculty advisors. Any change in the area
major requirements needs the approval of both the faculty advisors and the CUC.

Students may not propose an area major if they are within three semesters of graduation unless the Committee on Examinations
and Standing rules that exceptional circumstances warrant this action. Under no circumstances may students propose an area
major in their final semester before graduation.

Back to top
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~ Undergraduate Students Non-Traditional Coursework

Courses tailored for individual students provide a valuable opportunity for them to pursue an academic or professional interest
under the supervision of a Rice faculty member. Such courses are typically titled as independent study or research, directed
= Academic Opportunities reading, or internships. Although the organization of these courses is quite variable, they are subject to the same basic

¢ Introduction

requirements as other course offerings. In particular:

- Academic Calendar &

- Admission m The subject matter and intellectual level of the course must be appropriate for Rice.

= The instructor of record must hold a regular faculty appointment at Rice. This instructor is responsible for submitting the final
grade, in consultation with the student's immediate supervisor, if appropriate.

= The course must have a written syllabus that meets published Rice Syllabus Standards. In addition, the syllabus must include

- Non-Traditional Coursework a description of anticipated activities and topical content.

= Credit hours assigned are subject to the same amount-of-work considerations as other courses. Credit hours will be awarded
in accordance with the Rice credit hour guidelines ¥ and fixed at the time of registration.

- Teacher Education = All Registrar deadlines for registration, add/drop, completion of course work, and grade submission must be met.

- Auditing Courses

- Majors, Minors, and Certificates

- Study Abroad

- Undergraduate Degrees
- Undergraduate Degree Chart
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~ Undergraduate Students Study Abroad

Rice University Study Abroad provides substantial, intellectually rigorous and culturally enriching international opportunities. Rice
Study Abroad is committed to providing high quality academic-based educational programs in collaboration with prestigious

= Academic Opportunities international universities and select program providers. Rice approved programs are distinguished by their academic focus
contributing to the curricular needs of Rice University as well as integration with host communities through opportunities such as
intensive language instruction, field studies, professional internships and independent study.

¢ Introduction

- Academic Calendar B¢

- Admission
Students must make their study abroad arrangements through Rice Study Abroad E in order to ensure proper enroliment, credit

- Auditing Courses
transfer, financial aid portability, scholarship eligibility and risk management coverage.

- Majors, Minors, and Certificates
- Non-Traditional Coursework Transfer credit for study abroad is governed by the guidelines established by the Faculty Senate, available here B
- Study Abroad

- Teacher Education

_ Undergraduate Degrees Last Revised : August 12, 2016
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- Undergraduate Students Teacher Education

Students in the teacher education program earn Texas state teacher certification at the secondary level, grades 7—12. Subjects
include art, English, history, Latin, life sciences, mathematics, physical sciences, physics/mathematics, science, social studies, and
= Academic Opportunities Spanish. For more information on teacher education programs at the undergraduate and graduate levels, see Teacher Education.

¢ Introduction

- Academic Calendar B¢
- Admission
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Undergraduate Degrees

Jump to:
Bachelor of Arts Degrees
Bachelor of Science Degrees in the Wiess School of Natural Sciences
Bachelor of Science Degrees in the George R. Brown School of Engineering
Other Bachelor's Degrees

Bachelor of Arts Degrees

The specific requirements of individual majors leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree vary widely. No department may specify more
than 80 semester credit hours (including prerequisites, required courses, and related laboratories included) for the Bachelor of Arts.

In addition to meeting the degree requirements for all bachelor’s degrees, to qualify for the Bachelor of Arts, students in all fields
except architecture must complete at least 60 semester credit hours in course work outside the major, and students in architecture
must complete at least 45 semester credit hours in course work outside the major.

Bachelor of Science Degrees in the Wiess School of Natural Sciences

The Bachelor of Science degree is offered with majors in astrophysics, biochemistry and cell biology, chemistry, chemical physics,
earth science, environmental science, ecology and evolutionary biology, mathematics, and physics. The specific degree
requirements vary from field to field and differ from those of the Bachelor of Arts in that there are greater technical requirements. No
department may specify more than 80 semester credit hours (including prerequisites, required courses, and related laboratories) for
the Bachelor of Science. To earn a BS degree in one of these fields, students must complete at least 60 semester credit hours in
course work outside the major.

Bachelor of Science Degrees in the George R. Brown School of Engineering

Bioengineering (BSBE)

Chemical Engineering (BSChE)

Civil Engineering (BSCE)

Computer Science (BSCS)

Electrical Engineering (BSEE)

Materials Science and NanoEngineering (BSMSNE)
Mechanical Engineering (BSME)

The Bachelor of Science degree in a given engineering field is distinct from the Bachelor of Arts degree in that it must meet greater
technical requirements. In establishing a departmental major for the Bachelor of Science degrees, departments may specify up to a
defined maximum number of hours of coursework towards that major (including prerequisites, required courses, and related
laboratories).

For the declared majors associated with the Bachelor of Science degrees, the Bioengineering department specifies 95 semester
credit hours of coursework towards its major; the Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering department may specify up to 100
semester credit hours; the Civil and Environmental Engineering department up to 95; the Computer Science department up to 86;
the Electrical and Computer Engineering department up to 91; the Materials Science and NanoEngineering department, 88; and the
Mechanical Engineering department specifies 94 semester credit hours of coursework.

To earn the corresponding Bachelor of Science degrees, students must meet the following minimum semester credit hour
requirements in total course work:

Bioengineering majors — a total of at least 134 semester credit hours
Chemical Engineering majors — a total of 132 semester credit hours

Civil Engineering majors — a total of at least 133 semester credit hours
Computer Science majors — a total of at least 128 semester credit hours
Electrical Engineering majors — a total of at least 134 semester credit hours
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m Materials Science and NanoEngineering majors — a total of at least 131 semester credit hours
m  Mechanical Engineering majors — a total of at least 132 semester credit hours

The programs leading to BS degrees in Bioengineering, Civil Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Electrical Engineering and
Mechanical Engineering are accredited by the Engineering Accreditation Commission of ABET, http://www.abet.org.

Other Bachelor’s Degrees

The professional Bachelor of Architecture (BArch) degree requires a fifth year of study and a one-year preceptorship. The Bachelor
of Music (BMus) degree requires advanced courses in performance and ensemble in addition to the core music curriculum.
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Jump to:
School of Architecture
Susanne M. Glasscock School of Continuing Studies
George R. Brown School of Engineering
School of Humanities
Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Business
Shepherd School of Music
Wiess School of Natural Sciences
School of Social Sciences

SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE

School of Architecture
- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Architectural Studies
- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Architecture

- Bachelor of Architecture (BArch), Architecture

SUSANNE M. GLASSCOCK SCHOOL OF CONTINUING STUDIES

N/A: no undergraduate level degrees offered

GEORGE R. BROWN SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

Department of Bioengineering

- Bachelor of Science in Bioengineering (BSBE)

Department of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Chemical Engineering

- Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering (BSChE)

Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Civil and Environmental Engineering

- Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering (BSCE)

Department of Computational and Applied Mathematics

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Computational and Applied Mathematics

Department of Computer Science

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Computer Science

- Bachelor of Science in Computer Science (BSCS)

Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Electrical Engineering

- Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering (BSEE)

Department of Materials Science and NanoEngineering

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Materials Science and NanoEngineering

- Bachelor of Science in Materials Science and NanoEngineering (BSMSNE)

Department of Mechanical Engineering

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Mechanical Engineering

- Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering (BSME)

Department of Statistics

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Statistics

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES

Department of Art History
- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Art History

Department of Classical and European Studies

01/03/2017
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- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Classical Studies

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), French Studies

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), German Studies

Department of English

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), English

Department of History

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), History

Department of Philosophy

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Philosophy

Department of Religion

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Religion

Department of Spanish and Portuguese, and Latin American Studies

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Latin American Studies

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Spanish and Portuguese

Department of Visual and Dramatic Arts

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Visual and Dramatic Arts

Interdisciplinary Undergraduate Degrees (from the School of Humanities)

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Asian Studies

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Medieval and Early Modern Studies
- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Study of Women, Gender and Sexuality

JESSE H. JONES SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

N/A: no undergraduate level degrees offered

SHEPHERD SCHOOL OF MUSIC

School of Music

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Music

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Bassoon Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Cello Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Clarinet Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Composition

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Double Bass Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Flute Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Harp Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Horn Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Music History

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Music Theory

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Oboe Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Organ Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Percussion Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Piano Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Trombone Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Trumpet Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Tuba Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Viola Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Violin Performance

- Bachelor of Music (BMus), Vocal Performance

WIESS SCHOOL OF NATURAL SCIENCES

Department of Biosciences

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Biochemistry and Cell Biology

- Bachelor of Science (BS), Biochemistry and Cell Biology

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Biological Sciences

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

- Bachelor of Science (BS), Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Department of Chemistry

01/03/2017
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- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Chemistry

- Bachelor of Science (BS), Chemistry

Department of Earth Science
- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Earth Science
- Bachelor of Science (BS), Earth Science

Department of Kinesiology

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Kinesiology

Department of Mathematics

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Mathematics

- Bachelor of Science (BS), Mathematics

Department of Physics and Astronomy

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Astronomy

- Bachelor of Science (BS), Astrophysics
- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Physics

- Bachelor of Science (BS), Physics

Interdisciplinary Undergraduate Degrees (from the School of Natural Sciences)

- Bachelor of Science (BS), Chemical Physics

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Environmental Science

- Bachelor of Science (BS), Environmental Science

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Department of Anthropology
- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Anthropology

Department of Economics

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Economics

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Mathematical Economic Analysis

Department of Linguistics

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Linguistics

Department of Political Science

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Political Science

Department of Psychology
- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Psychology

Department of Sociology

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Sociology

Department of Sport Management

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Sport Management

Interdisciplinary Undergraduate Degrees (from the School of Social Sciences)

- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Cognitive Science
- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Managerial Studies
- Bachelor of Arts (BA), Policy Studies
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Academic and Judicial Discipline

Jump to:
Academic Probation
Academic Suspension
Readmission After Suspension
Disciplinary Probation, Suspension, and Expulsion
Degree Revocation

Academic Probation

Students are placed on academic probation at the end of any semester if:

m Their grade point average for that semester is less than 1.67, or
m Their cumulative grade point average is less than 1.67 (this requirement is waived if the grade point average for that semester
is at least 2.00)

The period of probation extends to the end of the next semester in which the student is enrolled. Students on academic probation
may not be candidates for, or hold, any elected or appointed office, nor are they allowed to enroll in more than 17 semester hours.

Academic Suspension

Students are suspended from the university at the end of any semester if they:

m Earn grades that will place them on academic probation a third time, or
m Have a grade point average for the semester that is less than 1.00 (exceptions are made for students completing their first
semester at Rice).

Students readmitted after a previous suspension will again be suspended if in any succeeding semester they fail to achieve at least
one of the following requirements:

= a cumulative and semester grade point average of at least 1.67, or
m a semester grade point average of at least 2.00.

The first suspension period is normally one semester; the second suspension period is at least two semesters. Students may only
return for a fall or spring semester following suspension, not for summer school. Students are not readmitted after a third
suspension.

Participation in student activities on and off campus and use of Rice facilities, including, but not limited to, the student center, the
colleges, the playing fields, the gym, and the computer labs, are limited to enrolled students.

Students placed on academic suspension are notified by the Office of the Registrar after all final grades have been received and
posted to their record. Suspension is lifted the first day of class of the semester when the student returns to the university. When
students serve the nominal term of suspension but do not intend to return to Rice, suspension is lifted after permission from the
Committee on Examinations and Standing is granted.

Students facing a first or second academic suspension who verify with the Office of the Registrar, academic advising, and their
department that successful completion of their proposed academic plan would satisfy their degree requirements in one semester if
allowed to return, may petition the dean of undergraduates for immediate readmission. This is known as the “senior exception rule”,
and students may be granted this exception only once. If granted, both the immediate readmission and the exception will be noted
on the student’s academic transcript.

Senior exception students that do not complete their degree requirements in the one semester for which they were readmitted, but
finish with a GPA which allows for good academic standing may be allowed to continue with their studies at Rice, but only by
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petitioning and receiving approval from the dean of undergraduates.

Senior exception students should note that if they do not complete their degree requirements in the one semester for which they
were readmitted, and finish with a GPA resulting in an academic suspension, that second or third suspension will be applied to their
academic record.

Students who fulfill all of their degree requirements at the end of a semester under academic circumstances that would normally
place them on probation or suspension will not have the terms “academic probation” or “academic suspension” placed on their
transcript for that semester, but will instead have the notation of “Good Standing with Exception”, and be permitted to graduate.

Readmission After Academic Suspension

Students seeking readmission after academic suspension should address a letter of petition to the Committee on Examinations and
Standing, in care of the Office of the Dean of Undergraduates, which must be received by June 1 for readmission in the fall
semester and November 1 for readmission in the spring semester. The petition should demonstrate what the student did while they
were separated from Rice and how they have prepared themselves to successfully function as a student at Rice. The petition must
include two supporting letters from persons for whom the student has worked during the suspension period as a student or an
employee, as well as an academic plan. Academic plans must be reviewed and approved by the Office of Academic Advising by
June 1 for readmission in the fall semester and November 1 for readmission in the spring semester. To allow time for review and
revision of the academic plan, students must submit their first draft academic plan at least three weeks in advance of the deadline.
Guidelines for completing an academic plan can be found at www.rice.edu/advising E. If the problems causing the previous
difficulty appear to be resolved, the student generally is readmitted. Students returning from academic suspension must maintain
regular contact with the Office of Academic Advising or a designated faculty advisor throughout the semester. In the first semester
upon return from an academic suspension, students may not become candidates for, or hold, any elected or appointed office, nor
are they allowed to enroll in more than 17 semester hours.

In some instances, the committee may postpone approval of readmission or rule that suspension is permanent. Although it may do
so at its discretion, the Office of the Registrar does not normally place on probation or suspension students who perform poorly in
the Rice Summer School. Students should be aware, however, that Rice Summer School grades are included in their grade point
averages.

Disciplinary Probation, Suspension, and Expulsion

The Code of Student Conduct applies to all Rice students and encompasses conduct both on and off campus. The Office of Student
Judicial Programs may sanction students including implementing disciplinary probation, suspension, or expulsion for violations of
the Code of Student Conduct or the Honor Code. Students who have been expelled, who are serving a suspension, who are under
investigation for disciplinary violations, or who have pending Code of Conduct or Honor Code proceedings against them may not
receive their degree, even if they have met all academic requirements for graduation. Students who are suspended or expelled
must leave the university within the timeframe specified by Student Judicial Programs, generally 48 hours from being informed of
the decision, though in cases of unusual hardship, Student Judicial Programs may extend the deadline. Any tuition refund will be
prorated from the official date of suspension or expulsion. A grade of "W" will be awarded to all enrolled courses regardless of when
the suspension or expulsion began. Expelled students will have the expulsion noted on their transcript.

While on disciplinary probation or suspension, students may not run for, or hold, any elective or appointed office in any official Rice
organization. Participation in student activities on and off campus and use of Rice facilities, including, but not limited to the student
center, the colleges, the playing fields, the recreation center, and the computer labs, are reserved for enrolled students.

Students seeking readmission after a suspension for Honor Code or Code of Conduct violations or other nonacademic action
should submit a petition in writing to the  Office of Student Judicial Programs by emailing SJP@rice.edu. That petition should
include information on what the student did while away from Rice, including any schooling or employment; how the student met any
requirements described by Rice at the time of separation; what the student did to address any issues leading to the separation; and
what the student learned from the separation. Once approved by Student Judicial Programs, the petition is forwarded to the dean of
undergraduates for final readmission approval and action.

Degree Revocation

The University reserves the right to revoke any degrees granted. A degree awarded may be revoked if the University becomes
aware that the degree should not have been granted, such as a degree that was obtained by violating the Honor Code or Code of
Student Conduct or by deception, misrepresentation, falsification of records, academic misconduct, research misconduct, or if the
work submitted in fulfillment of -- and indispensable to -- the requirements for such degree are determined to fail to meet the
academic standards that were in effect at the time the degree was awarded. Notification of the date of revocation will appear on the
student’s transcript, and the student will be asked to return the diploma. The Provost receives all recommendations for revocation
of degrees and, after consideration and review, forwards to the President any recommendations deemed to be warranted. The
Provost may also initiate and forward to the President his or her own recommendation for a degree revocation. The President will
consider all such recommendations forwarded by the Provost and effectuate those he or she determines to be warranted.
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Procedures governing degree revocations may be obtained from the offices of the Registrar, Provost or President.

The University also reserves the right to withdraw a degree to correct an administrative error, such as an incorrectly listed degree,
or in a situation where it was found that a student had not actually fulfilled all graduation requirements.
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Attendance and Excused Absences

Students are expected to attend all scheduled activities for all of the classes for which they are registered during the entire course of
the academic semester for which they are enrolled. The academic calendar indicates normal class days, recesses, and holidays.
Instructors, however, may schedule required activities on other days, including recesses, holidays, and weekends, if required by
programmatic needs, such as laboratories or field trips. Such requirements must be clearly stated in the online course description
available at registration and on the syllabus, and instructors should try to provide compensatory time off for students.

The university understands that students participating in university-sponsored extracurricular activities may, on rare occasions,
need to miss a class session during the semester. As a matter of course, students should inform their instructors in advance of
absences resulting from participation in university-sponsored activities, and faculty normally will give a reasonable opportunity to
make up work missed on such occasions.

No nonacademic university-sponsored event at which student attendance is required may be scheduled or rescheduled for any date
after the day following the last day of classes. Exceptions may be granted by a quorum of the Committee on Examinations and
Standing only for events where scheduling is not under the control of the university. On the class days falling during the last
calendar week of classes, an individual student may participate in only one university-sponsored event, which may be scheduled or
rescheduled, so long as no more than one night would be spent outside of Houston for travel. For events during the last week of
classes, the reading period, and the final examination period, a quorum of the Committee on Examinations and Standing must be
satisfied that each student is in satisfactory academic standing to participate in an event. If a quorum of the Committee on
Examinations and Standing cannot meet in a timely fashion, then the executive committee of the Faculty Senate will handle
exception requests.

Absences for activities other than university-sponsored events may be negotiated on an informal basis between the student and the
faculty member. Alternatively, absences may be formally excused on a case-by-case basis if a petition explaining the nature of the
event, accompanied by suitable documentation, is submitted to the Committee on Examinations and Standing at least two weeks
before the event.

Resolving conflicting course obligations scheduled outside of assigned class time

Many courses require presentations that cannot reasonably be accommodated within the scheduled class period. Problems occur
when faculty schedule these presentations during times that conflict with other regularly scheduled classes.

Principles
m Generally, faculty should plan their course activities to avoid conflicts with other regularly scheduled classes.
m Generally, all deadlines and schedules will be included in the syllabus or announced, in writing, early in the semester.
m |t is the responsibility of faculty members to make appropriate accommodations and adjustments when required class
exercises are scheduled outside of assigned class time.
= A student must not be penalized either directly or indirectly.

Resolution of scheduling conflicts

m Class presentations outside of the scheduled class time should be held on evenings and weekends.

m Registrar-assigned class times take priority over activities of other classes.

m When two or more classes require activities outside of class time, the order of priority is determined by the date at which the
exercise was announced in writing and scheduled.

= When two or more classes require activities outside of class time, activities which require external reviewers or coordination of
multiple schedules have priority over individual exercises that can rescheduled.

m Required exercises outside of assigned class times that are announced at the last minute do not take priority over those
announced earlier, even if they require coordination of multiple schedules.

Roles and responsibilities
m Ideally, faculty will cooperate with one another when they need to resolve scheduling conflicts.
m If faculty involved are unable to find a solution that does not penalize or unduly disadvantage the student, department chairs
will resolve the scheduling conflict.
m |f department chairs are unable to resolve the scheduling conflict, the matter will be referred to the Dean of Undergraduates or
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the Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, or their designees, who will have final authority for resolution.

Last Revised : August 03, 2015

General Announcements 6100 Main MS-10, Houston, Texas 77005-1827 Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77251-1892

©2015 Rice University Rice Home Web Services University Calendar Rice A-Z Maps-Directions Feedback
val7

01/03/2017


http://www.rice.edu/
http://webservices.rice.edu/
http://events.rice.edu/
http://www.rice.edu/search/query.php?tab=sitemap
http://futureowls.rice.edu/futureowls/Driving_Directions.asp
mailto:vpaa@rice.edu

2016-2017 General Announcements 33 of 923

% RICE

| | searcHGA |

Previous Editions

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 2016-2017

2016-2017 > Undergraduate > Academic Policies and Procedures > Final Examinations

= Undergraduate Students

» Introduction
+ Academic Opportunities

Academic Policies and
-
Procedures

- Academic and Judicial Discipline

~ Attendance and Excused
Absences

- Final Examinations

- Grades

- Graduation Requirements
- Leaves and Withdrawals
- Name Changes

- Registration

- Transcript Policies

- Transfer Credit

- Veterans Information

Student Services and
Organizations

+ Rights and Responsibilities

+ Honors and Distinctions

» Graduate Students

» Non-Traditional Students

» Faculty

» Programs of Study

» Administration and Faculty

* Important Notices

Final Examinations

The decision to give a final exam as a required part of the course rests with the instructor. All tests and examinations are conducted
under the honor system. No examinations or other course assignments may be due between the last day of classes and the first
day of the final examination period.

Examinations are considered final examinations when they:

= Cover more than the material learned since the last exam, or
= Are the only exam in the course, or
m Require comprehensive knowledge of the entire course.

Such exams may be given only during the final examination period.

All undergraduate-level courses are assigned a final examination time by the Office of the Registrar. Upon request, graduate-level
courses may be scheduled for a final examination time. Instructors may choose to use that assigned time for a scheduled final
examination. If they choose this option, the Office of the Registrar will assign a room, and the final exam will be administered in that
room at the designated time. Instructors may choose instead to give a take-home exam or no exam at all. Some instructors assign
end-of-term projects or papers rather than final examinations. With regard to due dates, final papers or projects will be treated the
same as take-home exams.

Take-home exams should be available to the students as soon as possible after the end of classes, but must be available no later
than the end of the next business day after classes have ended. Take-home exams may be no longer than five hours in length. The
due date of take-home exams may be no earlier than the end of the examination time assigned to that class by the Office of the
Registrar. Instructors may specify due dates later than this time, but not later than the end of the last day of the examination period.

No student should be given an extension of time or opportunity to improve a grade that is not available to all members of the class,
except for verified illness or justified absence from campus. However, students cannot be required to take more than two scheduled
exams in two consecutive calendar days. Students also cannot be required to complete more than two take-home and/or scheduled
final exams on the same calendar day (unless this is the last day of the examination period). In both instances, if the student wishes
to make alternative arrangements and is unable to work out such arrangements with the instructor(s) involved, the instructor of the
third and any subsequent exams will be required to allow the student to reschedule that exam.
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Grades

Jump to:
Pass/Fail Option
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory
Audit
Grade Symbols
Grade Designations
Grade Points

See also Faculty Grading Guidelines and Syllabus Standards.

Pass/Fail Option

Undergraduates may register for courses on a pass/fail basis. Students:

m May not take more than one course as a pass/fail per semester for each full year of residence (students studying in off-
campus programs through Rice are considered to be in residence for the purpose of this rule).

May not take more than four courses as pass/fail (even if they are in a five-year degree program).

May not take more than a total of 14 semester hours total as pass/fail.

May register for only one course as pass/fail in a semester.

May not take as pass/fail a repeatable course previously taken and designated as pass/fail.

May not take as pass/fail those courses used to meet the requirements for their major. If students take such courses pass/fail,

the Office of the Registrar will replace the P with the grade earned during the final degree audit. This same rule and process

applies to minors.

m  Must submit the proper online form for a course to be taken pass/fail no later than the posted deadline, usually the end of the
10th week of semester.

m  May not take First-Year Writing-Intensive Seminar (FWIS) courses as Pass/Fail.

Students may convert a pass/fail course to a graded course by submitting the proper online form with the Office of the Registrar,
and must adhere to the pass/fail deadlines as stated in the Academic Calendar. Students wishing to designate a course as pass/fail
during the summer sessions should see Regstration During Summer Sessions.

Students should be aware that while a grade of P does not affect their grade point average, a grade of F is counted as a failure and
is included in their GPA. Students who take a course during the Rice summer session as pass/fail also should be aware that this
counts toward their allowable total of four courses. For more information, see The Pass/Fail Option .

Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory

Satisfactory/unsatisfactory courses are those that do not use traditional grading procedures and instead assign a grade of S or U
rather than a letter grade. Such courses or labs are designated by the instructor and are, in most cases, graduate level courses.
With S/U courses, instructors report the S if the student successfully completes the course, or the U if they have not. Students
should be aware that while a grade of S or U does not affect their grade point average, no credit will be awarded if a grade of U is
received. Courses with a grade of S will count towards total credits earned.

Audit

Students have the option of auditing courses. For auditing students, instructors report either the AUD or the NC grade symbol, the
AUD if the student met the audit requirements of the class, or the NC if they have not. There are no credit hours associated with
audited courses, and auditing a course does not affect a student's GPA. Request to audit a class or to change from audit to credit or
vice versa must be done by the end of the second week of the semester. (See Grade Designations AUD and NC below.)

Grade Symbols

Instructors are required to report a grade for all students whose names appear on the class roster. They grade their students using
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the following conventional symbols: A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F.

Grade Designations

Under certain circumstances, special designations accompany the student’s grade. These designations do not affect the grade
point average. The special designations include the following:

AUD (“Audit”)—This designation is only used for students auditing the course, and specifically where the auditing student has met
the audit requirements of the course as defined by the instructor. A grade designation of "NC" (No Credit) is given to students who
do not meet the audit requirements. There are no credit hours associated with an AUD grade designation. (See Audit above.)

INC (“Incomplete”)—Instructors report this designation to the Office of the Registrar when a student fails to complete a course
because of verified illness or other circumstances beyond the student’s control that occur during the semester. Students must
provide independent corroboration of their iliness or circumstances, and they are expected to coordinate with the instructor prior to
final grades being submitted. For an INC received in the fall semester, students must complete the work by the end of the first week
of the spring semester or an earlier date as defined by the instructor, and instructors must submit a revised grade by the end of

the second week. For an INC received in the spring or summer semester, students must complete the work before the start of the
fall semester or an earlier date as defined by the instructor, and instructors must submit a revised grade by the end of the first week.
If a grade is not submitted by the appropriate deadline, the INC will be automatically converted to a failing grade.

Students with an INC must be certain that tests, papers, and other materials affecting their grade or essential to completing a
course requirement are delivered by hand to the appropriate professor or office according to the timeline previously stated, for the
instructor to grade the documents and submit the final grade to the Office of the Registrar by the deadline. Loss or lateness
because of mail service is not an acceptable excuse for failing to meet academic deadlines. Students also should be aware that
they may be placed on probation or suspension when the INC is changed to a grade, either by an instructor or by default.

NC (“No Credit”)—This designation signals that no credit was granted for the course. It is used in situations where a person
auditing a course has not met the audit requirements of the course as defined by the instructor.

NG (“No Grade”)—This designation signals that no credit was granted for the course, and no grade was submitted by the
instructor. As a non-punitive grade, the NG is applied administratively and used in rare situations.

OT (“Other™)—Instructors report this designation to the Office of the Registrar when a student fails to appear for the final
examination after completing all the other required work for the course. An OT awarded during a fall semester must be resolved and
instructors must submit a revised grade by the end of the first week of the spring semester. An OT awarded during a spring
semester must be resolved and instructors must submit a revised grade by the end of the fourth week after Commencement. An OT
awarded during a summer semester must be resolved and instructors must submit a revised grade by the start of orientation week.
If a grade is not submitted by the appropriate deadline, the OT will be automatically converted to a failing grade. Students should be
aware that they may be placed on probation or suspension when the OT is changed to a grade, either by an instructor or by default.

W (“Official Withdrawal from University”)—Students who officially withdraw from the university after the designated drop
deadline, the seventh week of classes, will receive a final grade of “W” for each course in which they were enrolled at the time of
withdrawal.

Students who officially withdraw from the university by the drop deadline will not receive the grade of “W” for any courses in which
they were enrolled for that semester. These courses will not be included on the official transcript.

W (“Late Drop with Approval”)—A student who receives approval from the Committee on Examinations and Standing to drop a
course after the designated drop deadline will receive a grade of “W” for that course. When requests for late drops are denied by
the committee, the Office of the Registrar records the submitted grade.

If a student drops a class before the designated drop deadline for the semester, the course will not be included on his/her official
transcript. New matriculants in their first semester at Rice may drop a class up until the last day of classes, and through the end of
week ten in their second semester, if that is a full-term Spring semester, and the course will not be included on the student’s official
transcript.

X1l ("Article XII")—This designation was used in various honor council or judicial cases when a student had opted to voluntarily

withdraw from the university and forfeit credit for the course in question, with the understanding that the accusation would not
otherwise be pursued. This option is no longer available.

Grade Points

To compute grade point average, letter grades are assigned numeric values as follows:
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A+ 4.33* (3 2.00

A 4.00 Cc- 1.67
A-  3.67 D+ 1.33
B+ 3.33 D 1.00
B 3.00 D- 0.67
B- 267 F 0.00

C+ 233

* Effective in Fall 2018 semester, the grade A+ will be worth 4.0, not 4.33, in calculating the GPA.

Grade Point Average Calculation—For each course carrying standard letter grades, the credit hours attempted and the points for
the grade earned are multiplied. The grade points for each course are added together, and the sum is divided by the total credit
hours attempted. Grade point averages are noted each semester on the student’s official transcripts. Courses taken on a S/U or
pass/fail basis are excluded from the grade point average calculation.

Back to top

Last Revised : September 07, 2016

General Announcements 6100 Main MS-10, Houston, Texas 77005-1827 Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77251-1892

©2015 Rice University Rice Home Web Services University Calendar Rice A-Z Maps-Directions Feedback
val7

01/03/2017


http://www.rice.edu/
http://webservices.rice.edu/
http://events.rice.edu/
http://www.rice.edu/search/query.php?tab=sitemap
http://futureowls.rice.edu/futureowls/Driving_Directions.asp
mailto:vpaa@rice.edu

2016-2017 General Announcements 37 of 923

% RICE

| | searcHGA |

Previous Editions

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 2016-2017

2016-2017 > Undergraduate > Academic Policies and Procedures > Graduation Requirements

= Undergraduate Students

» Introduction
+ Academic Opportunities

Academic Policies and
-
Procedures

- Academic and Judicial Discipline

~ Attendance and Excused
Absences

- Final Examinations

- Grades

- Graduation Requirements
- Leaves and Withdrawals

- Name Changes

- Registration

- Transcript Policies

- Transfer Credit

- Veterans Information

Student Services and
Organizations

+ Rights and Responsibilities

+ Honors and Distinctions

» Graduate Students

» Non-Traditional Students

» Faculty

» Programs of Study

» Administration and Faculty

* Important Notices

01/03/2017

Graduation Requirements

The General Announcements (GA) is the official Rice curriculum. In the event that there is a discrepancy between the GA and any
other websites or publications, the GA shall prevail as the authoritative source.

Jump to:
Degree Requirements for All Bachelor's Degrees
Writing and Communication Requirement
Distribution Requirements
Academic Planning for Distribution Requirements
Applicable Academic Graduation Requirements
Application for Degree and Degree Conferral
Dual-Degree Requirements

Degree Requirements for All Bachelor’s Degrees

Students are responsible for making certain that their plan of study meets all degree and major requirements. To graduate from
Rice University, all students must:

Be registered at Rice full time for at least four full fall and/or spring semesters

Complete the requirements of at least one major degree program

Complete at least 120 semester credit hours (some degree programs require more than 120 credit hours)

Complete at least 60 semester credit hours at Rice University

Complete at least 48 credit hours of all degree work in upper-level courses (at the 300 level or higher)

Complete more than half of the upper-level courses in degree work at Rice

Complete more than half of the upper-level courses in their major work at Rice (certain departments may specify a higher

proportion)

= Complete at least 60 credit hours outside of their major for Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees. Exceptions
include:

o Students pursuing the BA degree with a major in architecture must complete at least 45 credit hours outside the major.
o Students pursuing a BS degree in engineering are not subject to this requirement.

m Complete all Rice courses satisfying degree requirements with a cumulative grade point average of at least 1.67 or higher

= Complete all Rice courses that satisfy major and/or minor requirements (as designated by the department) with a cumulative
grade point average of at least 2.00 or higher

m Satisfy the Writing and Communication requirement (see below)

m Complete one Lifetime Physical Activity Program (LPAP) course for one credit. Students with disabilities may make special
arrangements to satisfy this requirement

m Complete courses to satisfy the distribution requirements (see below)

m Otherwise be a student in good academic and disciplinary standing and not under investigation

No more than three hours of credit for student-taught College Courses (COLL) may be counted toward graduation. This includes all
courses COLL 100-199 as well as COLL 200 Teaching Practicum.

No more than four hours of credit for LPAP courses may be counted toward graduation.

In order to earn a second degree, students must fulfill the requirements outlined in the Dual-Degree Requirements section below.

Writing and Communication Requirement

All students must complete and pass a First-Year Writing-Intensive Seminar (FWIS). An FWIS is a content-based, 3-credit hour
seminar open only to first-year students that can focus on any topic, and in which writing and communication pedagogy plays a
significant role in assignments and grading. To facilitate success in meeting this requirement, all students must take the English
Composition Examination prior to matriculating. Students who fail the English Composition Exam, or fail to take it, must
successfully complete the FWIS 100 Fundamentals of Academic Writing and Communication course during their first semester, and
prior to enrolling in the FWIS course used to meet the graduation requirement. FWIS 100 cannot be used to meet the FWIS
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graduation requirement.

All first-year students must enroll in and successfully complete an FWIS during their first year at Rice, and all first-year students will
be notified prior to Orientation Week if they have been assigned to take an FWIS during the fall or spring of their first year. Students
who matriculate as freshmen may not substitute transfer credit for the FWIS. Transfer students who wish to satisfy the FWIS
requirement with courses from another institution must apply for this credit before the end of their Orientation Week. Neither
freshmen nor transfer students may satisfy the FWIS requirement by taking an equivalent course at another institution after
matriculating at Rice.

All FWIS courses carry the FWIS designation and cannot be taken as Pass/Fail. Students are allowed to change FWIS sections
during the first two weeks of classes each semester, but they cannot drop one FWIS section without simultaneously adding
another. After week two, FWIS courses cannot be dropped. In extraordinary circumstances, students may submit a petition to the
Dean of Undergraduates, who may approve a drop on an exception basis.

See the Program in Writing and Communication’s web site for FWIS section descriptions and for more information on the required
English Composition Exam.

Distribution Requirements

Purpose of Distribution Requirements

The distribution system presupposes that every Rice student should receive a broad education along with training in an academic
specialty. This goal is achieved by courses that are broad based, accessible to nonmajors, and representative of the knowledge,
intellectual skills, and habits of thought that are most characteristic of a discipline or of inquiry across disciplines. There are three
groups of required courses.

Group I—These courses have one or more of the following goals: They develop students’ critical and aesthetic understanding of
texts and the arts; they lead students to the analytical examination of ideas and values; they introduce students to the variety of
approaches and methods with which different disciplines approach intellectual problems; and they engage students with works of
culture that have intellectual importance by virtue of the ideas they express, their historical influence, their mode of expression, or
their critical engagement with established cultural assumptions and traditions.

Group Il—Three types of courses fulfill this requirement. The first are introductory courses that address the problems,
methodologies, and substance of different disciplines in the social sciences. The second are departmental courses that draw on at
least two or more disciplines in the social sciences or that cover topics of central importance to a social science discipline. The third
are interdisciplinary courses team-taught by faculty from two or more disciplines.

Group lll—These courses provide explicit exposure to the scientific method or to theorem development, develop analytical thinking
skills and emphasize quantitative analysis, and expose students to subject matter in the various disciplines of science and
engineering.

Academic Planning for Distribution Requirements

Each student is required to complete at least 4 courses of designated distribution courses of at least three credit hours each in each
of Groups |, Il, and Ill. The 4 courses in each group must include courses in at least two departments in that group. Divisional or
interdisciplinary designations, e.g., HUMA or NSCI, count as departments. For the purpose of this rule, a course taken at another
institution and transferred to Rice as an equivalent distribution course will be counted as one of these courses, provided that the
course earns at least 2.5 credit hours.

Students must complete the distribution requirements in each group by taking courses that are designated as a distribution course
at the time of course registration, as published in that semester’s Course Offerings. Courses taken outside of Rice and transferred
in can be used to satisfy distribution requirements, assuming they are on the list of approved and designated distribution courses at
the time they were taken. Completed courses taken prior to matriculation are subject to the list of designated distribution courses at
the time of matriculation.

Applicable Academic Graduation Requirements

Students enrolled in four- (or five-) year bachelor’s programs may decide whether to follow the graduation general and major
requirements in effect when they first matriculated at Rice, or those in effect when they graduate. This is known as the GA Year, or
Catalog Year in the university's degree audit system, Degree Works.

If the student graduates more than seven (or eight) years after their matriculation, they must graduate under the regulations in effect
at the time of their last readmission or those in effect when they graduate. Also, departments may review courses completed in a
major more than seven (or eight) years before the student’s anticipated graduation. If the department concludes that a course no
longer satisfies the requirements of the major, it is not credited toward the major program, although it remains on the student’s
record.
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Departmental major requirements may vary from year to year during the period between a student’s matriculation and graduation.
The department may, at its discretion, make any of these variations available to a student for completion of the major requirements.
When declaring the major or minor, students and advisors should identify and clearly document the set of major requirements to be
followed. Each should retain a copy of the documented major requirements. If a new degree program, major, or minor is created
during the student’s time at Rice, the new program will be available to the student as if the program appeared in the General
Announcements at the time of matriculation.

Application for Degree and Degree Conferral

All students must complete and submit an Application for Degree Form available in ESTHER. This form is required for all students
who plan to complete their degree requirements at the end of the fall or spring semester. A late fee will be assessed for applying
after the deadline (please consult the semester-specific Academic Calendar & for deadline).

Upon completion of degree requirements, degrees are approved by the faculty and conferred only in December and May. Degree
recipients may then participate in the annual commencement ceremony, celebrated each year after the conclusion of the spring
semester. Under specific, limited circumstances, an undergraduate student may participate in commencement without being a
degree recipient, provided that the student would be joining his or her matriculating class in that commencement. The specific
policy, rules and procedures are available on the Office of the Dean of Undergraduates’ website.

Dual-Degree Requirements

To earn a second four-year bachelor’s degree, also known as a dual degree, currently enrolled undergraduates who have not yet
completed their first bachelor's degree must:

m Be accepted for the second major by the major department

= Fulfill all requirements for the second degree

m Complete at least 30 additional semester hours at Rice beyond the hours required for their first degree (these hours are
applied to the second degree)

Students seeking a second degree should submit an additional declaration of major form with the Office of the Registrar B2. This
paperwork should include the addition of the proposed degree and major programs along with the approval of the chair or
undergraduate advisor of each department involved, indicating that the proposed course program satisfies all major and degree
requirements.

Students with a previously earned bachelor’s degree from Rice who wish to earn a second bachelor’s should look at the Non-
Traditional Student section.

Back to top
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Leaves, Withdrawals and Readmission

General Information

All students taking a leave or withdrawal from Rice should submit their written request on an Undergraduate Separation Request
Form £7. Student separations are effective when acknowledged by the university. Approval of a withdrawal and leave of absence is
always contingent on the student's satisfactory completion of course work in the semester preceding the leave. Students performing
poorly may have their approved leave converted to an academic suspension.

After a separation of more than four semesters, students seeking to return to Rice must submit a written petition to the dean of
undergraduates who has discretion to submit it to the Committee on Examinations and Standing. The petition should be received no
later than June 1 for the fall semester and November 1 for the spring semester. The petition should include an academic plan
approved by the Office of Academic Advising and two letters of support. Academic plans must be reviewed and approved by the
Office of Academic Advising by June 1 for readmission in the fall semester and November 1 for readmission in the spring semester.
To allow time for review and revision of the academic plan, students must submit their first draft academic plan by October 7 in the
fall semester and by May 7 in the spring semester. Guidelines for completing an academic plan can be found on the Academic
Advising website F.

Coordination of Separations and Returns

Rice is committed to students' long-term success and to seeing them thrive during their college experience. Part of that commitment
means that Rice supports students if they decide to leave the university for a period of time. Professionals in these areas also work
with students to plan a roadmap back to Rice.

The Office of the Dean of Undergraduates oversees readmission processes. Each request for readmission will be reviewed
individually. The dean of undergraduates or his/her designee will make readmission decisions. Students are encouraged to contact
the Office of the Dean of Undergraduates with questions about separations and re-enrollment at the university.

Students are expected to follow the process outlined in their letter from the dean of undergraduates and any other communications
from Rice regarding expectations for separation and readmission. Additionally, sometimes students are separated from Rice
through more than one process and are required to submit readmission requests to multiple university departments. In certain
cases, readmission may be accompanied by additional requirements to support the success and wellbeing of the student.

Leave of Absence

Students may request a leave of absence from the university by submitting their written request on an Undergraduate Separation
Request Form & at any time before the first day of classes in the semester for which they are requesting a leave. A leave of
absence taken after the first day of classes is considered a voluntary withdrawal.

To gain readmission following an approved leave of absence of not more than four semesters, students must notify the Office of the
Dean of Undergraduates no later than June 1 for the fall semester and November 1 for the spring semester. We strongly
recommend that the student consult with the Office of Academic Advising about their academic plan.

Military Leave of Absence

Students who require a leave of absence and return because of being called to active military duty may request a military leave of
absence from the university by submitting their written request on an Undergraduate Separation Request Form E7.

To gain readmission following an approved leave of absence of not more than four semesters, students must notify the Office of the
Dean of Undergraduates no later than June 1 for the fall semester and November 1 for the spring semester. We strongly
recommend that the student consult with the Office of Academic Advising about their academic plan.

Voluntary Withdrawal and Readmission
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Students may withdraw voluntarily from the university at any time during the semester up until the last day of classes. Students
wishing to withdraw should inform their college master and submit their written request on an Undergraduate Separation Request
Form %, The Office of the Dean of Undergraduates may notify other offices of the university as necessary. Students who fail to give
notice of withdrawal should expect to receive grades reflective of any missed academic work.

If students are in good academic standing at the time of their withdrawal, they may be considered for readmission after submitting a
written petition to the Office of the Dean of Undergraduates. The petition, received no later than June 1 for the fall semester, and
November 1 for the spring semester, should include an academic plan approved by the Office of Academic Advising and two letters
of support. Academic plans must be reviewed and approved by the Office of Academic Advising by June 1 for readmission in the fall
semester and November 1 for readmission in the spring semester. To allow time for review and revision of the academic plan,
students must submit their first draft academic plan by October 7 in the fall semester and by May 7 in the spring

semester. Guidelines for completing an academic plan can be found on the Academic Advising website E.

If students withdraw within five weeks of the last day of classes, they must submit the written application on an Undergraduate
Separation Request Form £ to the dean of undergraduates who has discretion to submit it to the Committee on Examinations and
Standing. If students withdraw within five weeks of the last day of classes, the Committee on Examinations and Standing takes into
account their grades (which reflects their performance up to the day of withdrawal) when ruling on their readmission. For purposes
of readmission, students whose grades would have led to suspension had they not withdrawn are treated as if they had been
suspended.

If students voluntarily withdraw for medical or psychological/psychiatric reasons, students are encouraged to contact the Student
Wellbeing Office B about the readmission process.

Medical Withdrawal

Students may request a medical withdrawal from the university by submitting their written request on an Undergraduate Separation
Request Form &7 at any time during the semester, up until the last day of classes. Students considering taking time off for personal
reasons related to their wellbeing and mental health are also encouraged to contact the Student Wellbeing Office & about the
roadmap back to Rice. The Student Wellbeing Office is part of the Dean of Undergraduates Division and serves as a liaison to the
medical readmission process during the separation process and when students are ready to return.

Following a medical withdrawal, students should submit a written petition for readmission to the Office of the Dean of
Undergraduates no later than June 1 for the fall semester and November 1 for the spring semester. This petition must include
documentation of treatment provided. Students also may be required to schedule an interview with the director of the Rice
Counseling Center E7 or Student Health Services & or their designees. Academic plans must be reviewed and approved by the
Office of Academic Advising by June 1 for readmission in the fall semester and November 1 for readmission in the spring semester.
To allow time for review and revision of the academic plan, students must submit their first draft academic plan by October 7 in the
fall semester and by May 7 in the spring semester. Guidelines for completing an academic plan can be found at the Office of
Academic Advising &

Students who withdraw for psychological reasons within the last five weeks of a semester are strongly encouraged to focus on their
wellbeing needs and will not be eligible to apply for immediate readmission. Therefore, petitions for readmission will be considered
in the following readmission request cycle and must be received no later than the applicable June 1 or November 1 deadline.

Involuntary Withdrawal

The university may insist on a student’s involuntary withdrawal if, in the judgment of the dean of undergraduates or his/her
designee, the student’s behavior includes, but is not limited to, one or more of the following:

Poses a threat to the safety or welfare of him/herself or other members of the Rice community;

m Has a serious medical or a psychological condition that the student cannot effectively address while enrolled or which is likely
to be severely exacerbated by the Rice academic and/or living environment;

m Demonstrates behavior that seriously interferes with the education of other members of the Rice community;

= Is not able to continue functioning as a student.

Following an involuntary withdrawal, students should submit a written petition for readmission to the Office of the Dean of
Undergraduates E7 no later than June 1 for the fall semester and November 1 for the spring semester. This petition must include
documentation of treatment provided. Students may be required to schedule an interview with the director of the Rice Counseling
Center B¢ or Student Health Services B or their designees. Academic plans must be reviewed and approved by the Office of
Academic Advising by June 1 for readmission in the fall semester and November 1 for readmission in the spring semester. To allow
time for review and revision of the academic plan, students must submit their first draft academic plan by October 7 in the fall
semester and by May 7 in the spring semester. Guidelines for completing an academic plan can be found on the Academic Advising
website E7. Further information is available by contacting the Office of the Dean of Undergraduates.

Students taking time off due to an involuntary withdrawal are also encouraged to contact the Student Wellbeing Office & about the
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roadmap back to Rice. The Student Wellbeing Office is part of the Dean of Undergraduates Division and serves as a liaison to the
medical readmission process during the separation process and when students are ready to return.

Students who are involuntarily withdrawn for psychological reasons after the designated drop deadline of the fall or spring semester
may not petition for readmission for the semester immediately following the semester from which they are withdrawn. Petitions
should be received no later than the applicable June 1 or November 1 deadline to be considered for readmission for the upcoming
semester.

Unauthorized Withdrawal

Students who leave the university without proper notification of withdrawal are considered to have resigned. Resigned students will
only be considered for readmission under exceptional circumstances. In order to be considered for readmission, students must
submit a petition no later than June 1 for the fall semester and November 1 for the spring semester to the dean of undergraduates
who has the discretion to submit it to the Committee on Examinations and Standing. The petition should include an academic plan
approved by the Office of Academic Advising and two letters of support. Academic plans must be reviewed and approved by the
Office of Academic Advising by June 1 for readmission in the fall semester and November 1 for readmission in the spring semester.
To allow time for review and revision of the academic plan, students must submit their first draft academic plan by October 7 in the
fall semester and by May 7 in the spring semester. Guidelines for completing an academic plan can be found on the Academic
Advising web site E.

Resignation

A student may resign from the university by notifying the dean of undergraduates in writing. Resignation means the student is
withdrawing, is no longer a student at Rice, and will not return to Rice. A resignation becomes effective when accepted by the dean
of undergraduates. In general, if a student is under investigation for a potential Code of Student Conduct violation or has charges
pending under the Code, disciplinary proceedings will terminate upon acceptance of the resignation by the dean of undergraduates.
A student who resigns is not eligible to receive a degree from Rice, even if the student has otherwise met all of the requirements for
the degree.

All Separated Students, Presence on Campus

All students separated from Rice, whether voluntarily or involuntarily, withdrawn, resigned, or due to academic or disciplinary
suspension, must leave campus within 48 hours. Exceptions are granted by the dean of undergraduates or, in the case of
disciplinary suspensions, the Office of Student Judicial Programs and, if the student is living on campus, the college master. All
separated students must return their college key to their college coordinator and their student ID to the dean of undergraduates.
Participation in student activities on and off campus and use of Rice facilities, including, but not limited to, the student center, the
colleges, the playing fields, the recreation center, and the computer labs, are limited to enrolled students. Separated students are
expected to be away from Rice during the term of the separation. If the student is employed by Rice at the time of separation, he or
she must relinquish such employment or petition the dean of undergraduates B for written permission to continue the on-campus
employment. Noncompliance with these requirements may delay readmission.

All Readmitted Students, Return to Campus

Students who have been readmitted must comply with any restrictions or requirements placed upon them by the dean of
undergraduates or the Office of Student Judicial Programs. Failure to comply with or follow the restrictions or requirements may be
cause for disciplinary action under the Code of Student Conduct E7. Student Judicial Programs may implement a period of
disciplinary probation and/or other restrictions as a condition of any readmission.

Completing Graduation Requirements Elsewhere

Students planning to complete graduation requirements at another institution must first secure formal written approval from the dean
of undergraduates by submitting their written request on anUndergraduate Separation Request Form . Transfer credit is subject to
all Rice’s transfer credit policies and must be approved by the Registrar. All other graduation requirements apply, and the student is
expected to adhere to all requirements and deadlines.
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Name Changes

To comply with a number of government agencies’ reporting requirements, the university must record the name of each student
who is a U.S. citizen as the student’s name appears on his or her Social Security card. Students who need to change their names
on Rice University records and who are U.S. citizens must notify the Office of the Registrar and present a Social Security card,
marriage license, divorce decree or court order, and picture identification when submitting the form. After the change is
implemented, the name on the Rice University transcript will read as printed on the supporting document(s).
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Registration
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Currently enrolled students register in April for the fall semester and in November for the spring semester. Student registration is
prioritized based on a student's matriculation term and their hours completed and in academic history. Students matriculating in the
fall complete their registration during Orientation Week before classes begin in August. Students matriculating mid-year register
during Mid-Year Orientation before classes begin in January. Students are strongly encouraged to meet with their divisional or
major advisor to discuss their courses for the upcoming semester.

New students may not register or attend classes until they return a properly completed health data form and meet immunization and
TB screening requirements. Additionally, all first-time undergraduate students, including transfers, must meet the meningococcal
meningitis vaccine requirement to live on campus. Immunizations required for admission are diphtheria/tetanus, measles, rubella,
and mumps, meningococcal meningitis, with immunizations against hepatitis B and chicken pox recommended. The Mantoux
tuberculin skin test is also required. A late fee of $30 is charged for failure to submit a fully completed health data form by the
required date.

Each year, the Office of the Registrar publishes specific registration deadlines for the semesters of that year in the Academic
Calendar. Deadline due dates for student account balances for each term are published here in the General Announcements under
the appropriate sections and on the Cashier’s website. Any student not registered as of the last day to add classes or any student
who is in arrears or becomes in arrears after the last day to add classes will be withdrawn from the university. Withdrawn

students will not be allowed to receive credit for the withdrawn semester.

Appeals to this policy must be addressed to the dean of undergraduates. If readmitted, students must petition the Committee on
Examinations and Standing to add classes late and must pay a late registration fee of $125. Additionally, students who are
readmitted after being withdrawn for nonpayment will be assessed a $350 readmission fee.

Drop/Add

During the first two weeks of classes, students may add or drop courses without penalty. After the second week of the semester,
the following conditions apply for adds and drops. Undergraduate students:

= May not add courses after the second week of classes, except in extenuating circumstances and with the approval of the
Committee on Examinations and Standing (a $75 fee per course will be assessed).

= May drop courses through the seventh week without penalty.

m May not drop courses after the end of the seventh week of classes except in extenuating circumstances and with the approval
of the Committee on Examinations and Standing (a $75 fee per course will be assessed). Students who receive approval to
drop a course after the designated drop deadline will receive a grade of “W” for that course.

Newly matriculated undergraduate students, both new first-time and transfer students in their first full-term semester at Rice (Fall or
Spring), are permitted to drop courses up to the last day of classes. These same students, in their second semester at Rice, if that
semester is a full-term Spring semester, are permitted to drop courses through the tenth week of classes without a fee.

Students are allowed to change FWIS sections during the first two weeks of classes each semester, but they cannot drop one FWIS
section without simultaneously adding another. After week two, FWIS courses cannot be dropped. In extraordinary circumstances,
students may submit a petition to the dean of undergraduates who may approve a drop on an exception basis.

For courses with start and end dates not coinciding with Rice’s typical semester calendar, otherwise known as “part of term”
courses, the Office of the Registrar will consult with the instructor and:
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m Set the add deadline approximately one-seventh of the way into the course
= Set the drop deadline approximately one-half of the way into the course
m Post these special deadlines on the Office of the Registrar’s website, under Academic Calendars.

Students may not drop courses where the Honor Council has ruled a loss of credit.

*Note: Weeks are defined as academic instruction; thus, midterm recess is not included in this calculation.

Course Load

Students at Rice normally enroll for 15 to 17 semester credit hours each semester. For most students, this allows completion of
graduation requirements in eight semesters. Students who matriculated prior to Fall 2016 must secure permission in writing from
the Office of the Academic Advising if they want to register for more than 20 credit hours in a semester. Guidelines for securing
permission for more than 20 credits can be found on the Academic Advising website &. Petitions for more than 24 credit hours will
not be considered. No student may receive credit for more than 20 semester credit hours in a semester, including courses taken
elsewhere, without prior written approval.

Beginning with the Fall semester 2016, new first time students (i.e. freshmen, not transfers) may register for no more than 18 credit
hours per semester. Music students and architecture students are not held to this semester credit hour limit due to their unique
curricula; the credit hour limit for these students remains 20 credit hours per semester.

Students must secure permission in writing from the Office of the Dean of Undergraduates before registering for courses if they
want to:

m Complete graduation requirements elsewhere
m Register for less than 12 semester credits hours, which will move the student to part-time status
= Register concurrently at another university, regardless of the delivery method of the course
i. Inthe absence of extenuating circumstances necessitating concurrent registration, such permission will not generally be
granted.
ii. Credit for coursework at another college or university completed in a semester while enrolled at Rice will not be
recorded by the Office of the Registrar without prior receipt of written permission from the dean of undergraduates.

Students also should be aware that the Office of the Registrar must report a student’s part-time status to various groups, such as
loan agencies, scholarship foundations, insurance companies, etc. It is in the student’s best interest to determine if he or she will be
affected in any way by part-time status.

For more information, visit the Office of the Registrar website E.

Course Numbering System

Courses numbered 100-499 are generally considered undergraduate level, with the 100-299 sequence classified as lower-level
(freshman/sophomore) and the 300-499 sequence classified as upper-level (junior/senior). Courses numbered 500 and above are
generally considered to be at the post-baccalaureate or graduate level. Graduate and undergraduate students may, with
departmental approval, take certain courses outside their designated level.

Repeated Courses

Students may repeat courses previously taken; however the record of all attempts and the corresponding earned grades remain on
the transcript. Additionally the grades for all attempts are included in both the term and cumulative grade point average
calculations. If students repeat courses previously passed, credit is awarded only for the course with the highest grade. For
example, a student took HIST 117 and received a grade of B. The student then repeated HIST 117 and received a grade of A. Both
grades—the B and the A—appear on the transcript and are included in his/her GPA; however, he/she only receives three credits
toward his/her degree. On the transcript, a repeated course is indicated by one of the following values:

|- Included in GPA and earned hours

A- Included in GPA, but excluded from earned hours

E— Excluded from both GPA and earned hours

Each course attempt will be included in a student's academic history. Under no circumstances will repeated course attempts be

removed from a student's academic history or official transcript, nor will a student be retroactively dropped from a course that they
completed.
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Some Rice University courses may be repeated for credit. They are specifically noted in the Course Offerings each semester. If a
course may be repeated for credit, each grade appears on the permanent record and is included in the student's grade point
average.

If students repeat courses for which they have received either advanced placement or transfer credit, the credit will be removed
from the transfer or advanced placement credit. Nor can credit be received twice for students transferring in courses that repeat
courses previously completed at Rice.

Students may not receive credit twice for cross-listed, equivalent, or graduate/undergraduate equivalency courses taken at the
same time. If the course is not repeatable, students may not receive credit for cross-listed, equivalent, or graduate/undergraduate
equivalency courses taken in different semesters.

Change in Registration

The academic calendar lists deadlines for dropping or adding a course or section. This schedule is binding for all students. Adding
or dropping a course, including transferring from one section to another or changing credit status in a course must be accomplished
online or through the completion of the appropriate forms and submission to the Office of the Registrar. Changing a course to/from
audit status must be done by the deadlines as posted in the Academic Calendar for the applicable semester. If a student feels they
have exceptional circumstances, they can request exceptions to these deadlines by petitioning the Committee on Examinations and
Standing.

Registration During Summer Sessions

Currently enrolled Rice students should register online via ESTHER as per normal registration processes and procedures. Rice
students should be aware that the registration and payment deadlines do differ, depending on the summer session, and should
familiarize themselves with the Academic Calendar. Summer courses that do not generate enroliments sufficient to cover their costs
may be canceled prior to the first day of class.

Pass/Fail during summer sessions--Currently enrolled Rice students can designate a summer course as Pass/Fail during the
summer sessions, but can do so only by visiting the Office of the Registrar in person and completing a Pass/Fail Designation form.
Similarly, conversions of summer Pass/Fail grades can only be done via paper form at the Office of the Registrar. Students should
adhere to the applicable pass/fail deadlines, as stated in the Academic Calendar.

Auditing courses during the summer sessions--Currently enrolled Rice students may audit one or more courses at Rice at the cost
of the auditor fee for Rice alumni (see Cashier's Website).
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Transcript Policies

Rice University provides official hard-copy transcripts and electronic transcripts. Official transcripts are issued only at the request of
the student. Official transcript requests should be made at least five working days before the desired date of issue. A $10 fee per
transcript must be received before a transcript is issued.

Transcripts that have been presented for admission or evaluation of credit become a part of the student’s permanent record and are
not reissued. Transcripts from other institutions, if needed, must be sent to Rice University directly from the original issuing
institution.
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Transfer Credit

Jump to:
Prematriculation Transfer Credit
Postmatriculation Transfer Credit
International Transfer Credit

Courses taken at another college or university that are appropriate to the Rice curriculum may be approved for transfer credit
toward a Rice undergraduate degree. Students must have taken the course at a United States academic institution accredited by a
regional accrediting agency, or at a foreign institution accredited by the appropriate agency, such as the government's Ministry of
Education. Studies done in one's home country constitute transfer credit through the Office of the Registrar. Official transcripts from
the transfer credit institution must be sent directly from the institution's registrar to Rice's Office of the Registrar or hand-delivered in
an official sealed envelope. For students participating in an official study abroad program (i.e., studying in a country that is not one's
home country) this coursework must be approved by Rice's Study Abroad Office.

All coursework must have earned a grade of at least a C- or the equivalent. Students may not transfer courses taken pass/fail or on
a similar basis at other institutions. Generally, grades earned for transfer credit are not entered on the Rice transcript, and
transferred courses have no effect on a student's Rice grade point average. However, where coursework taken at other institutions
has been approved by the faculty as an explicitly specified component to a program's curriculum, the courses will be entered on the
transcript and counted in the student's Rice grade point average (including grades lower than C-). Such opportunities are listed in
the program curriculum description. Students should keep in mind that if they choose to pursue an advanced degree, the
transcripts from transfer credit institutions, with the actual grades earned in the transferring courses, will be requested as part of a
graduate school's admission process.

After matriculation at Rice, students are limited to 15 semester hours of summer school transfer credit. This restriction is waived for
credit earned during an official summer study abroad program through the Study Abroad Office. Additionally, transfer credit taken at
another institution while concurrently enrolled at Rice is subject to Rice’s course load policy. Individual departments may place
additional restrictions on particular courses and/or institutions. Similarly, various majors, minors, certificates and degree programs
may limit the amount of transfer credit that students may apply to them.

All transferable credits from schools utilizing a system other than the semester hour (such as quarter hours or ECTS credits) will be
converted to semester hours. In accordance with university guidelines and based on the external transcript, the Office of the
Registrar will determine appropriate transferable credit hours and whether the credits are upper-level or lower-level.

Students with much transfer credit should be aware of the general graduation requirements: Students must be registered at Rice full
time for at least four full fall and/or spring semesters, complete at least 60 semester hours, more than half of their upper-level
degree work, and more than half of their upper-level major work at Rice. (Students also should check their specific departmental
major requirements).

Prematriculation Transfer Credit

For transfer work completed prior to matriculation, the Office of the Registrar, in conjunction with the academic departments,
determines whether courses are appropriate for transfer to Rice as Rice equivalent courses or as TRAN, general elective hours.
TRAN will be indicated as either upper- or lower-level and will count toward the total hours needed for graduation and for required
upper-level credit if the TRAN credit is designated by the Office of the Registrar as upper-level. If courses transferred to Rice as
TRAN credit are subsequently granted Rice equivalent course credit by the Office of the Registrar and academic department, the
TRAN credit is reduced by the number of credit hours of the Rice equivalent course. The Rice equivalent course is then listed on
the student’s transcript and satisfies the university and major requirements the Rice course satisfies.

Postmatriculation Transfer Credit

Continuing students who plan to transfer courses are strongly advised to seek prior approval. Without such approval, students
cannot be certain transfer credit will be accepted at Rice. To receive Rice equivalent credit, students are required to complete the
appropriate form through the Office of the Registrar and secure approval from the designated transfer credit advisor in the
department offering the Rice equivalent course. Unless approval is secured before or after completing the transfer credit, students
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can expect transferable courses to be granted TRAN. Transfer credit will be evaluated only after the Office of the Registrar receives
an official transcript from the other college or university.

International Transfer Credit

Students seeking transfer credit for courses taken prematriculation and postmatriculation at institutions outside the United States
must present a professional course-by-course evaluation of the foreign official transcript. The professional evaluation must verify
that the foreign institution is equivalent to a regionally accredited U.S. academic institution and must include an explanation of
credits earned (including U.S. semester hour equivalents), grade equivalents, and course levels (lower or upper level). Two reliable
services with course-by-course evaluations that include this required information are:

SpanTran (www.spantran.com £¢) and

Education Credentials Evaluators (www.ece.org E7).
All professional evaluations should be obtained from one of these two recommended credential services and submitted to the Office
of the Registrar. Payment for the professional evaluation is the responsibility of the student.

Students participating in an official study abroad program through the Study Abroad Office are exempt from the requirement of
having the international transcript professionally evaluated, unless the Office of the Registrar is unable to make a clear distinction of
the credit earned. Study abroad international transfer credit may be transferred back to Rice in the following situations:

Third-Party Providers -- Students participating in a study abroad program with a third party provider must provide a School of
Record transcript in order to transfer credit back to Rice.

Direct Enrollment -- Students participating in a study abroad program with direct enroliment into a foreign university should be
prepared to provide a professionally evaluated transcript if the Office of the Registrar is unable to make a clear distinction of the
credit earned.

A number of European institutions use the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS). One ECTS credit is comparable to one-half
(0.5) semester credit at Rice. It is suggested that students take 30 ECTS credits per semester, which will transfer to Rice as 15
semester hours. A minimum full-time load during the fall and spring semesters is 24 ECTS, which will transfer as 12 Rice semester
hours.

Transfer credit for study abroad is governed by the guidelines established by the Faculty Senate, available here.
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Veterans Information

Qualified veterans, dependents of deceased or disabled veterans whose death or disability is a direct result of their military service,
or dependents in receipt of transferred benefits from a veteran may be eligible for VA educational benefits under one of the
following programs while attending Rice University:

Chapter 30: Montgomery G.I. Bill-Active Duty/Discharged
Chapter 31: Vocational Rehabilitation

Chapter 32: Veterans Educational Assistance Program (VEAP)
Chapter 33: Post 9/11 G.. Bill

Chapter 35: Dependents Education Assistance

Chapter 1606: Montgomery G.I. Bill-Selected Reserve

Chapter 1607: Reserve Education Assistance Program (REAP)

At Rice University, veterans’ benefits are managed through the Office of the Registrar. This office assists all veterans and their
dependents who wish to receive Veterans Administration (VA) educational benefits

Please see the Registrar's website regarding the documentation required to obtain educational allowances from the VA.

Veterans who are planning to attend the university should contact Rice University’s Veterans Affairs Representative at least two
months before the date of entry. Such time is required to expedite the processing of paperwork for educational allowances from the
VA.

For certification of benefits, students should have an enroliment of at least half time (6 credits for undergraduates).

For additional information regarding other veterans’ educational programs, contact the Office of the Registrar at 713-348-4999 or
registrar@rice.edu.
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Clubs and Organizations
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Office of Student Activities
Center for Civic Leadership
Rice Student Volunteer Program
Intercollegiate Speech and Debate
Office of Multicultural Affairs

Office of Student Activities

The Office of Student Activities £, located in the Rice Student Center, oversees the activities of various campus wide student
organizations, student requests for facilities usage, and coordination of various leadership development programs.

In addition to managing the registration process, finances, and general advising for the 250 plus registered clubs at Rice University,
Student Activities provides direct advising to the following organizations:

Student Association (SA) £ - Undergraduate student government, including college presidents
Graduate Student Association (GSA) & - Graduate student government

Impact Rice Retreat (IRR) E7 - freshmen and sophomore leadership development retreat
Leadership Summit £7 - advanced leaders' retreat

Rice Program Council &7

The Rice University clubs are divided into eleven genres: Academic/Honorary, Cultural/International, Departmental GSA,
Environmentalism and Sustainability, Political, Recreational/Sport, Religious/Spiritual, Service, Social/Special Interest, STEM, and
Visual/Performing Arts. Additional information about the clubs can be found online E. Student Activities also provides leadership
development opportunities in the form of Lunch and Lead Programs, the Impact Rice Retreat, the Leadership Summit, the Women
LEAD program, and the Club Development program.

A large number of student organizations address special student interests, such as the Black Student Association, the Hispanic
Association for Cultural Education at Rice, the Chinese Student Association, Rice Young Democrats, and Rice College
Republicans. There also are numerous sport related clubs such as sailing, rugby, volleyball, and soccer. Some of the special-
interest groups include a pre-med society, a pre-law society, and Habitat for Humanity.

Many organizations are associated with academic and professional disciplines, such as foreign language clubs, honor societies,
and student affiliates groups such as the American Chemical Society, the American Society of Civil Engineers, and the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers.

Student Activities also recognizes a number of religious and spiritual organizations. These include, but are not limited to, Chi
Alpha Christian Ministries, the Baptist Student Ministry, Catholic Student Association, Hillel Foundation, the Muslim Student
Association, and an Interfaith association. Many of these clubs are assisted by local clergy or staff, and form the Joint Campus
Ministers.

The Clubs Office is located in the basement of the Rice Memorial Center and provides computers, workspace, storage, and a color
copier for club convenience.

Center for Civic Leadership

The Center for Civic Leadership (CCL) fosters engaged citizenship among Rice undergraduates through integrated curricular and
experiential learning opportunities. These opportunities help students develop the capacity to exercise civic leadership by better
understanding themselves, their responsibilities as citizens, the complexity of social issues, and the mechanisms for creating
sustainable change in Houston and communities beyond. By serving as the hub for the university's engagement with off-campus
partners in Houston, the United States, and around the world, the CCL assists Rice faculty and staff with creating additional
experiential learning opportunities with external partners


http://www.rice.edu/
http://www.rice.edu/catalog/archive.shtml
http://studentactivities.rice.edu/
http://sa.rice.edu/
http://gsa.rice.edu/
http://studentcenter.rice.edu/student-activities/leadership/impact-rice-retreat/
http://studentcenter.rice.edu/student-activities/leadership/leadership-summit/
http://rpc.rice.edu/
http://studentcenter.rice.edu/student-activities/student-organizations/find-a-club/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_students/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_students/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_intro/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_intro/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_opportunities/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_opportunities/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_policies/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_policies/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_policies/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_studentservices/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_clubs/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_disabilitysupport/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_financialaid/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_studenthealth/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_studentgov/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_tuition/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_studentlife/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_studentservices/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_studentservices/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_clubs/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_disabilitysupport/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_financialaid/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_studenthealth/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_studenthealth/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_studentgov/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_tuition/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_studentlife/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_rights/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_rights/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_honors/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_honors/
http://ga.rice.edu/GR_students/
http://ga.rice.edu/GR_students/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_students/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_students/
http://ga.rice.edu/faculty/
http://ga.rice.edu/faculty/
http://ga.rice.edu/administration/
http://ga.rice.edu/administration/

2016-2017 General Announcements 52 of 923

In addition to academic coursework in leadership, the CCL offers research, service, and internship opportunities that enable
students to work with a range of off-campus partners in the public, private, and non-profit sectors. Programs include Urban
Immersion, Alternative Spring Break, Houston Action Research Teams, the Loewenstern Fellowship in Civic Research and Science,
and the Leadership Rice Mentorship Experience. While CCL programs are open to all undergraduates, those who seek greater
depth and intentionality in their leadership development have the opportunity to pursue the Certificate in Civic Leadership. As home
to undergraduate fellowships advising, the CCL also enables students to build upon their academic and leadership experiences to
identify undergraduate and post-baccalaureate opportunities that best meet their future goals.

Further information can be found at http://ccl.rice.edu B2

Rice Student Volunteer Program

By heightening student awareness of community needs and generally raising social consciousness, the Rice Student Volunteer
Program (RSVP) has organized volunteer projects for Rice students, faculty, and staff since 1985. The largest event of each
semester is Outreach Day, a Saturday when approximately 500 students volunteer with more than 30 nonprofit agencies throughout
the Houston area, learning how to take thoughtful action to build a stronger, more just community. With an office in the cloisters of
the Rice Memorial Center, RSVP invites each student’s involvement as an officer, a college representative, a committee member, a
project organizer, or an interested participant in any RSVP event. To learn more about the programs sponsored by the Rice Student
Volunteer Program, visit http://www.rice.edu/rsvp .

Intercollegiate Speech and Debate

Consistently ranked in the top 10 nationally, the George R. Brown Forensic Society sponsors competition in the categories of
Individual Events, Lincoln-Douglas, and Parliamentary Debate. The society provides students with the chance to hone their public
speaking skills and to qualify for competition both at the American Forensic Association National Individual Events Tournament and
at the National Parliamentary Debate Championships. Recognizing the importance of developing strong communication skills, the
society has an open admission policy, inviting students with little or no previous experience as well as those with extensive high
school backgrounds to become members of one of the most successful teams at Rice. For more information on speech and debate,
please go to: www.ruf.rice.edu/~forensic/ £.

Office of Multicultural Affairs

The Office of Multicultural Affairs (OMA) has, as its primary mission, coordinating and implementing comprehensive educational,
cultural and social programs designed to emphasize inclusiveness, while promoting intercultural dialogue, awareness and respect
for diversity. Through advocacy, cultural programs and education, OMA also helps students understand and appreciate racial,
ethnic, gender and other differences, while creating opportunities for students to challenge prejudice and expand their cultural
knowledge and appreciation. OMA utilizes its programming and support systems to provide an optimum developmental environment
where all members of the University community may develop to the highest level of their potential in an atmosphere free from
harassment and bias, thereby ensuring Rice's standing as an intellectually and culturally vibrant community. Cultural student clubs,
such as the Black Student Association, the Hispanic Association for Cultural Enrichment at Rice and the South Asian Society meet
regularly with OMA to discuss programming logistics and other issues. Another major program for students under OMA is
HARAMBE, (Swahili for "working together in unity" or "let's pull together") a group that seeks to create a unifying event for entering
African-American students, allowing them to build social and academic connections with peers, faculty, and staff. For more
information about OMA, please visit this website £7.
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. Located on the first floor of Allen Center, Disability Support Services coordinates campus services for individuals with documented
» Introduction disabilities. For academic accommodations, adaptive equipment, or disability-related housing needs, Disability Support Services is
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Academic Policies and Students can schedule an appointment with the director of Disability Support Services by calling 713-348-5841.

3
Procedures

Student Services and Section 504/ADA Coordinator—The director of affirmative action serves as the Section 504/ADA coordinator at Rice University.
- Organizations Concerns or complaints relative to disability issues should be directed to the Office of Affirmative Action £ 205 Allen Center, 713-
348-4930.
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Financial Aid

Jump to:
Need-Based Application Process
Decision
Types of Financial Aid and Assistance
Financial Aid Eligibility
Loan Counseling
Satisfactory Academic Progress
Return of Title IV Funds

The financial aid programs at Rice provide assistance to meet demonstrated need for university attendance for all admitted
students. Through grants, endowments, low-interest loans, campus work opportunities, or a combination of these programs, Rice
makes every effort to provide students and families assistance to meet their educational expenses. The financial aid program
receives funding from many sources. Rice uses contributions from alumni and friends to establish and maintain scholarships and
loan funds. Federal and state grant, work, and loan programs also provide funds. Awards are based primarily on financial need and
a computed Expected Family Contribution (EFC), although there also are attractive loan opportunities for students and families who
demonstrate no need.

The university determines need for first-time students by having them complete the College Scholarship Service (CSS) PROFILE.
Students register for CSS PROFILE by visiting its website at www.collegeboard.com B¥. Students will complete the PROFILE online.
The PROFILE number for Rice is 6609. First-time students also complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
The FAFSA school code for Rice is 003604. Student and parent income tax documents, including W-2 forms, are required to be
submitted to The College Board using Institutional Documentation (IDOC) Service.

The university determines need for continuing students by having them complete the FAFSA and the PROFILE; continuing students
also submit student and parent income tax documents and W-2 forms to The College Board using the IDOC Service.

“Need” is the amount required to meet the difference between each student’s basic educational expenses and his or her family’s
resources. Parents are expected to contribute according to their financial means, taking into account income, assets, home equity,
number of dependents, and other relevant factors. Students are expected to contribute as well from their own assets and earnings,
including appropriate borrowing against future earnings.

The brochure Financing Your Education explains the assistance programs in detail. Copies are available from the Office of
Admission.

Need-Based Application Process

Rice University is a need-blind school. Applicants are admitted to the university regardless of their family’s ability to pay for college.
Rice will meet 100% of demonstrated financial need as determined by university calculations. Rice considers applicants for all
appropriate assistance administered by the university, including grants, scholarships, loans, and work. Students receive notification
of an offer after their financial aid files are complete. The Office of Financial Aid provides financial assistance only for coursework
sponsored through Rice University.

To apply for financial assistance, first-time students (Early Decision students) must submit the following:
m CSS PROFILE, priority date November 15
m Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), priority date November 15
= Student and parent income tax documents and W-2 forms, priority date November 15
To apply for financial assistance, first-time students (Regular Decision students) must submit the following:
m CSS PROFILE, priority date March 1

m Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), priority date March 1
m Student and parent income tax documents and W-2 forms, priority date March 1
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Continuing students must submit the following:

m FAFSA, priority date April 15
m CSS Profile, priority date April 15
m Student and parent income tax documents and W-2 forms, priority date April 15

Decision

Financial aid offers are made annually. Award amounts are specified in the financial aid offer letter. Because financial
circumstances change from year to year, Rice conducts an annual review of need and offers aid accordingly. For this reason,
continuing students must complete CSS Profile, file the FAFSA, and submit parent and student tax documents every year that they
seek assistance.

The university, from time to time, may adjust its methods of computing financial need or its policies regarding the types of financial
assistance that it offers so as to meet the financial needs of the largest possible number of students. Therefore, the amount and
type of financial aid may change from year to year, even when the student’s financial situation appears to remain relatively stable.

Types of Financial Aid and Assistance

Need-Based Scholarships/Grants—Various need-based scholarships and grants are awarded to assist students with
demonstrated need.

Merit Scholarships—Merit Scholarships are offered through the Office of Admission to incoming students. Merit scholarships may
only be used for coursework sponsored by Rice University. Should a student with a merit award graduate early, unexpended merit
funds will not be granted to the student.

Student Loan Funds—To assist students and parents with educational financing, the Office of Financial Aid participates in the
following programs:

m Federal Direct Loans—These are low-interest loans made to students attending school on at least a half-time basis.
Subsidized loans require need-based financial aid eligibility, but unsubsidized loans are not based on financial need.

m Federal Direct PLUS Loan—The PLUS loan is a low-interest loan to parents or legal guardians of dependent undergraduate
students. Eligibility is not based on demonstrated financial need.

m College Access Loan (CAL)—The CAL loan is a credit based loan program administered by the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board (THECB) and available to Texas residents.

= Private Education Loans—These nonfederal loans are available to students attending school on at least a half-time basis.
Eligibility is not based on financial need. These are credit-based loans and may require a co-signer.

A few endowments for student loans have been established at Rice primarily as memorial tributes. These funds exist separately
from the normal financial aid program. Rice uses them to make small emergency loans to students experiencing unexpected
financial problems or showing additional need beyond regular eligibility. All requests for these loans must be submitted to the Office
of Financial Aid.

Student Employment Programs—Opportunities for employment are available to students, either on or off campus, during the
academic year. Students are eligible to work under either the Federal Work-Study Program or the Rice University Work Program.
Students interested in employment should access the Office of Financial Aid 27 webpage.

Deferred Payment Plan—Rice offers a deferred payment plan to enable families to finance students’ educational costs. This plan
divides each semester’s charge over four installments. Details are available to eligible students each semester at the time of billing.
Students arrange for deferred payment through the Cashier’s Office.

Summer Aid—Students who have not exceeded 10 semesters at Rice may be eligible to apply for limited financial aid for the
summer terms.

Financial Aid Eligibility

Undergraduate students are eligible to apply for need-based Rice sponsored and federal/state/private aid during the first eight
semesters at Rice; for transfer students the number of semesters is prorated based on the number of hours transferred. If a student
is enrolled beyond eight semesters, the student may apply for federal/state/private aid for an additional two semesters. (Architecture
students may apply for Rice sponsored aid for two semesters following their preceptorship to complete the architecture degree.) If a
student attends part time during a semester or withdraws during a term, the semester is counted toward the number of semesters
aid is available.

Loan Counseling

Students who are recipients of federal student loans will be required to complete online loan entrance counseling before funds will
be credited to student accounts. Students also will be required to complete online exit counseling at the completion of a program of
study at Rice. Failure to complete online loan exit counseling will result in a transcript hold.


http://financialaid.rice.edu/workstudy.aspx
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Satisfactory Academic Progress

Federal regulations (CRF § 668.34) require that students demonstrate satisfactory academic progress toward completion of their
degree to continue to receive institutional, federal and state financial aid. With the exception of the five-year program in architecture,
eligibility for institutional aid is limited to the equivalent of 8 semesters of undergraduate enrollment, including coursework taken at
other colleges and universities. In addition to meeting the standard for receiving financial aid, students must also meet the academic
standards of Rice University.

Satisfactory academic progress is comprised of three areas as required by federal regulations. A student must complete their
degree within a specified period that does not exceed 150% of the published length of the program, demonstrate they are making
progress towards the completion of their degree by successfully completing 66% percent of all attempted courses, and maintain a
cumulative 1.67 GPA, which is consistent with meeting graduation requirements. This regulation applies to each financial aid
applicant, whether a previous recipient or not.

Credits counted in the maximum time are all attempted credits (even when not a financial aid recipient). Attempted credits include:

Earned credits — Passed (A+ through D-), Satisfactory (S)

Repeated courses

Withdrawal

Failures — Failed (F), Unsatisfactory (U)

Incomplete

All accepted transfer credits (including Study Abroad courses) toward the degree program

If a student fails to meet the satisfactory academic progress standards by the end of the academic year, the student will be placed
on Financial Aid Suspension and will not be eligible for aid until the satisfactory academic progress standards are met.

Appeal—Students are allowed to appeal their Financial Aid Suspension in cases of the death of a relative, an injury or iliness of the
student, or other special circumstances. Students must submit a letter discussing why the student failed to make satisfactory
academic progress, and what has changed in the student's situation that will allow the student to demonstrate satisfactory academic
progress at the next evaluation. Supporting documentation (doctor's letter or academic plan) must accompany the appeal letter and
must be submitted to the Office of Financial Aid prior to the beginning of the subsequent term. The Appeals Committee will review
appeals on a case-by-case basis.

If an appeal is approved by the Appeals Committee, the student will be placed on financial aid probation and may receive financial
aid for one probationary semester. At the end of the probationary term, the student must meet the satisfactory academic progress
standards or meet the requirements of an approved academic plan developed by the student’s academic department(s).

Financial Aid after academic suspension—Students who have been suspended by the university for academic reasons need to
be aware that if they are readmitted by the Committee on Examinations and Standing, they may not be eligible for financial aid
based on their prior academic performance. Students who are petitioning for readmission are advised to contact the Office of
Financial Aid to determine their aid eligibility.

Return of Title IV Funds

Students who receive federal funds as part of their aid packages and do not complete the academic term may be subject to
returning a portion of those funds. Contact the Office of Financial Aid for information about “Return of Title IV Funds” policies and
procedures.
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Health, Counseling and Wellbeing

Jump to:
Health and Wellness Support Services Fee
Student Health Services
Health Insurance
Wellbeing and Counseling Center Services
Sexual Violence Prevention and Support

Health and Wellness Support Services Fee

By paying an annual student Health and Wellness Support Services Fee, all students gain access to the Student Health Services &
, Rice Counseling Center & and the Student Wellbeing Office &. Detailed information on the care and services each provide is
available from these centers.

Student Health Services

Student Health Services, an outpatient medical clinic, is located in the Morton L. Rich Health Center. The clinic is staffed by primary
care physicians, nurses, and ancillary support staff. More information can be found at health.rice.edu .

Clinic hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, during fall and spring semesters. For after-hours and weekend
medical care, students may choose among a number of local clinics and hospitals (guidance on self-care as well as local healthcare
options can be found on the website). Students must pay for all medical care outside the clinic’s purview, including blood tests, x-
rays, and outside physician consultations. Should such medical care be necessary, students are urged to review their insurance
coverage and pick the best available option.

Care at the clinic is arranged through appointment at 713-348-4966. In emergencies, students should call the Rice University Police
Department B at 713-348-6000.

The clinic is open full time from the first day of Orientation Week until the day before commencement. It is closed during
Thanksgiving and the winter break. The clinic also is open for reduced hours during the summer months.

The Student Health Service provides the following:

Medical care for illness and injury with referrals to specialists when needed
Maintenance of health records for all students

Immunizations and other preventive services

General information for all students

Contraceptive counseling and routine Pap smears

Allergy shots (students must provide serum after a specialist allergy workup)
Physical examinations

Confidentiality for Health Services

The Student Health Service physician—patient relationship is a confidential one. Medical records will be released only on receipt of
written authorization from the student or as required by law or when the patient poses a significant risk to herself or himself or
another person. Physicians with Student Health Services are considered confidential employees under Title IX, meaning that should
a student wish to speak about domestic or sexual violence or stalking with their physician, his/her information is confidential and will
not be released without the student's written consent. The only exception is for students under the age of 18.

Health Insurance

All registered, degree-seeking students are required to maintain health insurance coverage, compliant with the Affordable Care Act,
while enrolled at Rice University.
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Students are required to either enroll in the Rice student health insurance plan, administered by Aetna Student Health, or complete
an online waiver application demonstrating comparable insurance coverage. Every eligible student will have an Insurance Hold
placed on their account until they have actively enrolled in insurance coverage or submitted a waiver. Once a student enrolls or
waives coverage, the tuition bill will be updated based on the selection. Insurance and waiver applications, as well as specific dates
for enrolling, frequently asked questions, and more can be found on the Rice Student Insurance website:
http://studenthealthinsurance.rice.edu 7.

Fall semester students who do not complete an enrollment or waiver application by September 2nd will be automatically enrolled in
the annual insurance plan. The deadline to enroll or waive for the spring semester is January 20th. Please note the automatic
enrollment process does require additional processing time. The premium amount will not be prorated. Once enrolled in coverage,
students are unable to cancel coverage for any reason.

For questions concerning the Rice plan, please contact studentinsurance@rice.edu or call (713) 348-5544.

NOTE: If you waive coverage in the fall, you are still expected to have ACA compliant insurance coverage for the spring. If you
experience a qualifying life event and need to enroll in coverage mid-year, please email studentinsurance@rice.edu.

International students that have an F1 or J1 visa are subject to the Rice University International Student Health Insurance Policy.
For more information on the policy, please visit the OISS website E. Here students will find detailed information concerning the
approved alternative insurance option through Student Assurance Services (SAS), as well as application and rate information.

Wellbeing and Counseling Center Services

Center contact information

The Wellbeing and Counseling Center provides confidential counseling treatment as well as wellbeing case management services
and Title IX support for graduate and undergraduate students. The Center also provides mental health and wellbeing related
education for the student body. The Wellbeing and Counseling Center is located in the Barbara and David Gibbs Recreation and
Wellness Center. The Center is open Monday - Friday from 8:30a.m. to 5:00p.m. Walk-ins are available during business hours. For
appointments contact the Wellbeing and Counseling Center at 713-348-3311 (24/7) or visit http://wellbeingandcounseling.rice.edu
2 for more information. In emergencies, students should call the Rice University Police Department £ at 713-348-6000.

General information about counseling

Rice Counseling Center addresses students’ psychological needs with various programs and services. Typically, students who use
the counseling services bring with them very common concerns: roommate problems, breakup of a relationship, academic and/or
interpersonal anxiety, family problems, difficulties adjusting to Rice, or confusion about personal goals, values, and identity.
Counselors are equipped to handle a variety of issues, including substance abuse, eating disorders, sexual assault and relationship
violence, depression, and the coming-out process. Rice Counseling Center offers both individual and group counseling, as well as
educational workshops and programs.

When students need long term or specialized counseling or treatment, counselors refer them to an outside provider. The students,
or their health insurance, must pick up these costs. All students who have paid the Health and Wellness Support Services Fee are
eligible for initial assessment sessions, consultations, crisis intervention, and educational programming. Students who have worked
with a mental health professional prior to enrolling at Rice are encouraged to make contact with the Rice Counseling Center prior to
coming to Rice. This will allow the student to make arrangements for a continued care plan. This plan may involve working with the
Rice Counseling Center or working with the center to find a suitable off-campus provide

The Rice Counseling Center can be contacted at 713-348-3311 and at http://wellbeingandcounseling.rice.edu/rcc/ 7. The Rice
Counseling Center provides the following services:

m Psychological crisis intervention, on a walk-in emergency basis during regular office hours or by phone at any time, 24 hours a
day, by calling 713-348-3311. This includes after hours and weekends.

Brief initial assessments to quickly receive information about a situation and assign an appropriate counselor

Short-term individual and couples counseling

Group therapy and support groups

Medication consultations with the center’s psychiatrist for students in counseling at the center

Other consultations (e.g., how to make a referral or how to respond to a friend in distress)

Educational programming (e.g., various presentations on mental health issues)

Confidentiality for counseling


http://studenthealthinsurance.rice.edu/
http://oiss.rice.edu/
http://wellbeing.rice.edu/
http://rupd.rice.edu/
http://wellbeingandcounseling.rice.edu/rcc/
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Rice Counseling Center services are confidential; information about a student is not released without the student’s written consent
except as required by Texas state law. Before entering a therapeutic relationship with a counselor, students may review and
discuss confidentiality with their counselor, ask all necessary questions, and be certain they understand how confidentiality will be
applied in their case. As detailed in RCC’s treatment agreements, state law does not extend confidentiality to several
circumstances, including where (1) there is risk of imminent harm to the student or others; (2) the counselor has reason to believe
that a child or an elderly or handicapped person is, or is in danger of, being abused or neglected; (3) a court order is issued to
release information; or (4) the counselor suspects that the student has been the victim of sexual exploitation by a former health care
provider during the course of treatment with that provider. In addition, RCC sometimes provides de-identified information to
administrative officials who are in a need-to-know capacity. In some cases the terms of the treatment engagement with RCC may
require a student to share assessments, diagnoses, or treatment plans from non-Rice treating professionals with Rice counselors.

Therapists with Rice Counseling Services are considered “confidential” employees under Title IX, meaning that should a student
wish to speak about domestic or sexual violence or stalking with their therapist, their information is confidential and will not be
released without his or her written consent. The only exception to this is for students under the age of 18.

General information about wellbeing advising

The Student Wellbeing Office provides case management services and education to support students who have experienced
wellbeing challenges that may be impacting their personal and/or academic goals and overall success at Rice. Wellbeing advisors
connect students to university resources and procedural options to help students during their enroliment. If students decide to take
time off to focus on their wellbeing needs, the office works with them and serves as a liaison to the medical readmission process
when students are ready to return. Contact the office by calling 713-348-3311 (24/7) or

visit http://wellbeingandcounseling.rice.edu/SWO/ £7.

General information about Title IX Support

Rice encourages any student who has experienced an incident of sexual, relationship, or other interpersonal violence, harassment,
or gender discrimination to seek support. There are many options available both on and off campus for all students, regardless of
whether the perpetrator was a fellow student, a staff or faculty member, or someone unaffiliated with the university.

Students should be aware when seeking support & on campus that most employees are required by Title IX to disclose all incidents
of non-consensual interpersonal behaviors to Title IX professionals on campus who can act to support that student and meet their
needs. The therapists at the Rice Counseling Center and the doctors at Student Health Services are 'confidential' employees,
meaning that Rice will not be informed about the incident if a student discloses it to one of these Rice staff members. Rice
prioritizes student privacy and safety, and only shares disclosed information on a need-to-know basis.

Students who have been accused of committing interpersonal violence or harassment can also seek support &2 under Title IX. The
student will be assigned a Title IX Resource Navigator who will assist the student through the process. Contact the office by calling
713-348-3311 (24/7) or visit http://wellbeingandcounseling.rice.edu/rcc/ Er.

Privacy for wellbeing advising and Title IX Support

Wellbeing staff follow FERPA guidelines. These staff members may inform others on the campus who have a legitimate educational
interest in knowing about a student's general situation in order to perform their work to address the safety of the student or the
community. This includes contacting a student's emergency contact(s) in the event of a health and safety emergency. Wellbeing
staff are considered 'responsible’ employees under Title IX, meaning that should a student wish to speak about domestic or sexual
violence or stalking with their staff member, he or she is required by law to report the information to a Title IX Coordinator who may
assign a Title IX Navigator to assist the student, including helping the student choose the best path for him or her.
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Student Government

All undergraduates are members of the Rice Student Association (SA), which is governed through the Student Senate. The senate
includes the president, two vice presidents, the secretary, the treasurer, the eleven college presidents, and eleven college senators.
Each year committees are appointed within the SA to work on immediate projects. The SA strives to communicate with the Rice
administration, faculty and staff to implement changes benefiting the Rice population and to collaborate with the eleven colleges to
establish a Rice identity. The SA is also the umbrella organization for all registered undergraduate student clubs and is a constant
resource for any student. Please visit http://sa.rice.edu B¢ for more information about the SA.

Award Presentations—The Rice Student Association presents three coveted awards annually, two to students and one to a faculty
or staff member. The Rice Outstanding Senior Awards are presented to graduating seniors who have contributed the most to
excellence throughout their time at Rice. The Rice Service Award, a memorial to Hugh Scott Cameron, first dean of students at
Rice, is awarded to currently enrolled or former members of the association who have rendered distinguished service to the student
body. The Mentor Recognition Award recognizes extraordinary service to the student body by a current member of the faculty or
staff. A committee of faculty and students appointed by the association makes the selections.
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- Student Government
Charges for tuition, fees, room/board, and insurance are billed to students each semester. Students must pay the charges in full by

the due date or enroll in a payment plan to avoid a late payment fee. Payment plans are only available at the beginning of a new

- Undergraduate Student Life term. Fall semester bills are due August 10. NOTE: Student accounts will not be charged until they have registered for classes (with
the exception of first-time students). Students who register July 25 through the Add/Drop deadline on the Registrar's Academic
Calendar must pay by September 10 to avoid a late payment fee.

- Tuition, Fees and Expenses

+ Rights and Responsibilities

» Honors and Distinctions
Spring semester bills are due January 10. Students who register December 19 through the Add/Drop deadline on the Registrar’s
Academic Calendar must pay by January 30 to avoid a late payment fee.
» Graduate Students

Payments made in person must be received by the Cashier’s office no later than 4pm on the payment due date. Payments made

* Non-Traditional Students online via credit card or e-check must be made no later than 11:59pm on the payment due date.

» Faculty The following costs apply to undergraduates in the 2016-17 school year:

» Programs of Study Tuition Hour* Semester Annual
Undergraduate tuition (entering & continuing) $1,801 $21,610 $43,220

+ Administration and Faculty “By special permission only

» Important Notices Required Fees Fall Spring Annual
Student activities** $56.50 $56.50 $113
Student Rec Center fee $49.50 $49.50 $99
Health and Wellness Support Services Fee $243 $243 $486

***Health Insurance - student premium only

. $941 $1,528 $2,469
(unless waiver has been approved)

**Fifth-year students in professional degree programs and students working toward a second bachelor’s degree pay a reduced
student activities fee of $6.85 per semester, which covers the Student Association, Student Organizations Activity, University
Court, and Honor Council portions of the activity fee.

Orientation Week Fees Fall
O-Week room and board — freshman $325
O-Week activity fee — freshman $310
iPrep Program fee (incoming international undergraduate and exchange students) $175
Room and Board Semester Annual
Room $4,707.50 $9,415
Board - Option A $2,167.50 $4,335

01/03/2017
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Telecommunication fee $15 $30
Off-campus board—Plan B $730 $1,460
Off-campus board—Plan C $1,340 $2,680
Off-campus board—Plan D $680 $1,360
Off-campus board—Plan E $400 $800
Off-campus board—Plan F $200 $400

Late Payment Fees

Late payment fees will be assessed monthly at the rate of 1.5% of the unpaid balance due on the e-bill. Any account with a past due
amount will be charged a late payment fee. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Refund of Tuition and Fees

Students who withdraw during the first two weeks of the semester are not charged tuition or fees for that semester. Students who
withdraw during the third week must pay 30 percent of the semester’s tuition, receiving a 70 percent refund. The amount of the
refund drops by 10 percent at the beginning of each successive week that passes before withdrawal until the ninth week, after
which no refund is made. Federal regulations require a refund calculation for all students receiving Title IV funds. The length of time
during which a refund must be calculated is up to 60 percent of the payment period (semester). If a student withdraws on or before
the 60 percent point in time, a portion of the Title IV funds awarded to a student (Pell Grant, Federal SEOG, Federal Perkins Loan,
Federal Subsidized and Unsubsidized loans, Federal PLUS Loans, the Texas LEAP Grant) must be returned, according to the
provisions of the Higher Education Act as amended. The calculation of the return of these funds may result in the student owing a
balance to the university and/or the Department of Education.

For students withdrawing after the second week of classes in a semester, fees or special charges are not refunded. Similarly,
students withdrawing or taking leaves of absence in the spring semester do not receive a partial refund of fees paid for the full year.
Students withdrawing at any time forfeit the $300 enroliment deposit they paid as incoming students.

Refund for Credit Balance on Student Accounts

If you have a loan or federal money disbursed on your student account and you have a credit balance on your student account, the
Cashier’s office will automatically process a refund for you. Please know that there are certain charges that cannot be paid with
loans or federal money such as printing, library fines, citations, etc. Therefore, your refund may be more than the credit balance on
your student account resulting in a due balance for the charges not paid by the loan or federal money.

If you do NOT have a loan or federal money on your student account and you have a credit balance, you must submit a request for
refund. Please click here B¥ to submit your request.

Refunds are processed on Monday’s and Thursdays. If you are NOT set up to receive your refund by direct deposit, a check will be
mailed to your mailing address on record in Esther. JPMorgan Chase prints and mails paper check refunds every Tuesday
afternoon for the previous week’s requests. So please know it can take from 5 to 10 business days to receive your check in the
mail. Therefore, the quickest way to receive a refund is by direct deposit and funds should appear in your bank account within 5
business days. You may find instructions on the Cashier’s website E¥ on how to set up what is called an eRefund in Bill Payment
Suite for direct deposit by clicking How to Tutorials-Bill Payment Suite .

Part-Time Students

Students must receive approval to enroll with a course load of fewer than 12 hours. Approval must be received and the course
schedule must be adjusted within the first two weeks of the semester. Students with part-time approval and a course load of fewer
than 12 hours will be charged the per credit hour rate plus a part-time registration fee. There are no refunds for part-time enroliment
or for students whose course load drops below 12 hours after the first two weeks of the semester.

Students unable to resolve with the Cashier’s office any request for special consideration in connection with waivers, refunds, or
adjusted payments on tuition, fees, and other charges should forward their appeals to the dean of undergraduates. Exceptions are
granted by the dean of undergraduates only under extraordinary circumstances.

Living Expenses

Residence fees cover dining hall costs and residence maintenance. They are established each year as needs dictate. For 2016-17,
the annual room and board charge for residence in a residential college is $13,750. This charge includes the room and all the meals
eaten during the year.


https://riceuniversity.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_06goIlF7tWCP3O5
http://students.rice.edu/students/Rice_University_Cashiers_Office.asp
http://students.rice.edu/Standard.aspx?id=2147484509
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Housing—When current students receive their residential college room assignments for the academic year to follow, they must
sign a housing agreement electronically by accessing their Esther account online. To reserve their space, a housing agreement
must be signed by the date established by their respective colleges but no later than April 30.

New students must make a $100 housing deposit before May 1. These nonrefundable deposits are applied to the following
semester’s room and board charges.

For more information about housing, see Undergraduate Student Life.

Meal Plans—The College Food Service provides all-you-care-to-eat meals with the purchase of the meal plan. All students living on
campus must purchase a meal plan. It is recommended that students living off-campus also purchase a meal plan. More
information is available from the residential dining website (dining.rice.edu &).

Payments and Refunds—Students may pay their residence fee in installments. The exact amounts and due dates appear on the
student's e-bill in the Bill Payment Suite, which can be accessed through Esther. Students who move out of their college for any
reason may receive a refund (or a credit to their account) equal to the difference between the payments received and the

reduced room and board charges. They will be charged a termination processing fee. Possible exceptions such as academic
suspension, Rice-sponsored study abroad and family emergencies are treated on a case-by-case basis.

Special Charges - Undergraduates

Special Courses—Courses that require additional charges are noted on the Cashier's website E. In some cases the associated
charges may be in lieu of Rice tuition and/or required fees.

The following charges are separate from the regular fees. Charges due to late registration or course changes made after the
deadline are described in the Registration section.

Preceptorship per semester $315

Study Abroad fee per semester

Late payment fee (charged monthly) 1.5% of balance due

Part-time registration $150

Late registration fee 1 $75

College withdrawal-suspension $150

Diploma fee: parchment m

Diploma mailing fee: Domestic $30

Transcript fee $10

Returned check fee $30

Summer Health and Wellness Support Services Fee 1 $135

Student only $32 $99

1 Applies to early matriculants and summer returns from leave
2 Student nine-month fee for membership paid with tuition.
Summer additional

*** Health Insurance


http://dining.rice.edu/
https://students.rice.edu/Standard.aspx?id=2147484535
http://ga.rice.edu/Home.aspx?id=280
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All students, full time or part time--including those on away status--must have appropriate health insurance. For information about
health insurance, visit Health, Counseling and Wellbeing.

Education Certification Program Fees

Students enrolling in the summer student teaching apprenticeship must pay a $90 registration fee. The registration fee for the
internship is $315. These fees are in lieu of tuition for the apprenticeship or internship. For more information, see Teacher
Education.

Delinquent Accounts

Students in arrears on their financial obligation to Rice as of the last day to add courses for any semester may be withdrawn. The
university will not issue certificates of attendance, diplomas, or transcripts at any time for a student whose account is in arrears.

Students who have not made satisfactory arrangements with the Cashier for payment of current charges or who have moved on
campus without a proper campus housing agreement may be withdrawn from the university. Accounts not settled by the first day of
classes incur a late payment penalty and are subject to a billing hold that prevents them from dropping or adding classes.

Transcripts

Transcripts can be ordered online through ESTHER and electronic transcripts can be ordered through the National Student
Clearinghouse. There is a $10 charge for each transcript ordered. Charges can be paid in advance using a major debit or credit
card or eCheck. Current students can also have the charge added to their student account.
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Residential Colleges

Each undergraduate student at Rice, whether living on campus or not, is a member of one of 11 residential colleges. All colleges
are sex and gender neutral.

Each college has faculty masters who live in a house next to the college. Reporting to the dean of undergraduates, the masters
have overall responsibility for all aspects of student life in the college, especially for encouraging broad cultural and intellectual
interests and for promoting self-discipline and effective self-government within the college. Upon agreement, the students and
masters invite other members of the Rice faculty to become resident and nonresident associates of the college. Faculty associates
act as advisors to the students and participate in the various activities of the college. Colleges also have nonfaculty university
associates and community associates drawn from various professions in the Houston area.

Each college exists as a self-governing group of students. The elected officers and representatives are responsible to the masters
and to the college membership for:

= Directing the college’s academic, cultural, social, and athletic activities
m  Expenditure of college funds
m Maintaining order in the college

While uniformity among the colleges has never been sought and each college has developed its own particular interests and
character, all seek to foster fellowship among their members and a mature sense of honor, responsibility, and sound judgment.

College Assignment

Each undergraduate, upon acceptance by the university, is designated a member of one of the colleges. Two students entering
Rice for the first time may request assignment to the same college, but they may not designate which college. New students also
may request membership in the same college as a close relative. Except for these cases, students have no individual choice of
college.

Housing

College buildings include a dining hall and public rooms, which are available to both resident and nonresident members, and living
quarters for resident students from all classes and all academic disciplines.

The university guarantees housing for all incoming students. Information about the residential colleges and room application forms
accompany the notice of admission sent to each new undergraduate. Room reservations cannot be made before notification of
admission.

About 75 percent of Rice undergraduates live in the on-campus residential colleges. On-campus housing is not guaranteed
beyond the first year at Rice. Although most of the students who want to live in the colleges can be accommodated, demand
usually exceeds the available number of rooms. The determination of housing for sophomores, juniors, and seniors is made by their
residential college government. Sophomores, juniors, and seniors draw for rooms according to the priority system of their residential
college. Some students, while remaining full members of the college, choose voluntarily to live off-campus for one or more years.
No student is required to live on campus; however, those members of the colleges who live off campus are encouraged to eat in
their colleges and to participate in college activities. Further information on housing in the residential colleges is available from the
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Office of the Dean of Undergraduates, and information on off-campus housing is available from the Student Center Administration
Office.

Meal Plans

The College Food Service provides all-you-care-to-eat meals with the purchase of the meal plan. All students living on campus
must purchase meal plan A. It is recommended that students living off-campus also purchase a meal plan. Its other services
include:

Assistance with food allergies confirmed and clearly diagnosed by a physician

Sack lunches for students who must miss a meal due to a job conflict

Sick trays for students when requested by the Student Health Service

Alternate menu entrées, whenever possible, to accommodate students’ religious practices

Meals are served cafeteria style. The colleges provide three meals per day Monday through Friday, breakfast and lunch on
Saturday, and lunch and dinner on Sunday. Meals are not served during the Thanksgiving holiday, winter break, or spring break.

For more information on room and board, see Tuition, Fees and Expenses.

College Courses

One of the colleges’ important activities is their sponsorship of courses and workshops open to all students. By expanding course
offerings outside the traditional departments, college courses promote the academic involvement of the colleges while introducing
students to interdisciplinary topics of particular interest.

For more information, see the College Courses listing.

Rice Student Center

The Student Center provides excellent services and developmental opportunities to build community and enrich the Rice
experience through facilities, events, student run businesses, and student activities. It currently houses a variety of retail operations
including the campus bookstore, a copy center, a convenience store, restaurant facilities, as well as student life and other offices.
There are a variety of meeting rooms for departments, clubs and organizations. Visitors can also make use of a copier, fax
machine, and ATM. Most popular stops are the student-run businesses. For example, students and visitors alike can enjoy a
beverage of their choice and fellowship with their peers at the ever-bustling Rice Coffee House or Willy's Pub and can purchase or
rent a bike for the semester from Rice Bikes.

For more information on the Student Center, go to http://studentcenter.rice.edu.E?
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Access to Student Records

Notification of Rights under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law designed to protect the privacy of, and limit access to,
student education records. The law affords students the following rights with respect to their education records:

1. the right to inspect and review the student’s education records within 45 days after the date Rice University ("Rice") receives a
request for access;

2. the right to seek amendment of the student’s education records that the student believes are inaccurate, misleading, or
otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy rights under FERPA,

3. the right to provide written consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information ("PII", as defined by law) contained in
the student’s education records, except to the extent FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent;

4. the right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by Rice to comply with the
requirements of FERPA. The name and address of the federal office that administers FERPA is: Family Policy Compliance
Office, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave. S.W., Washington, DC 20202.

Inspect and review records: A student should make written request to any offices that maintain student education records,
identifying the record(s) the student wishes to inspect. Though not exhaustive, as a guide for students, this is a list of the primary
offices that maintain student education records: Office of the Registrar, Office of the Dean of Undergraduates, Office of Graduate
and Postdoctoral Studies, Office of Student Judicial Programs, Office of Admission, Office of Financial Aid, Center for Career
Development, Office of Student Activities, Office of Academic Advising, Office of International Students and Scholars, Cashier’s
Office, and departmental offices. The appropriate Rice official will make arrangements for access and notify the student of the time
and place where the records may be inspected. If the records are not maintained by the Rice official to whom the request is
submitted, that Rice official will advise the student of the correct official to whom the request should be addressed.

Amendment of records: Any questions, problems, or written requests for amendment of records should be submitted to the Office
of the Registrar. A student requesting to amend a record should clearly identify the part of the record the student wants changed
and specify why it should be changed. If Rice decides not to amend the record as requested, Rice will notify the student in writing of
the decision and of the student’s right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment. Additional information regarding the
hearing procedures will be provided to the student when the student is notified of the right to a hearing.

Disclosure of information: As permitted by FERPA, Rice reserves the right to publish or release the following directory
information without prior consent.

1. Name, permanent, local, mailing, and campus address, telephone and mobile number(s), campus email address(es), and
instant messenger address(es)

. Date and place of birth

. Classification and major and minor fields of study

. Participation in officially recognized activities and sports

. Weight and height of members of athletic teams

. Dates of attendance, degrees and awards received

. The most recent previous educational agency or institution attended by the student

. Photographic image

0 N O O~ WODN

Students who would like Rice to withhold this directory information may do so by logging in to ESTHER, clicking Personal
Information, clicking Release or Withhold Directory Information, and indicating that the information should be withheld. Thereafter,
Rice will withhold access to, or release of, the student’s directory information until further written instruction is received. For more
information regarding FERPA, please visit the U.S. Department of Education’s website E.

FERPA permits the disclosure of PIl from students’ education records, without consent of the student, if the disclosure meets
certain conditions found in 34 C.F.R. §99.31 of the FERPA regulations. Except for disclosures to school officials, disclosures related
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to some judicial orders or lawfully issued subpoenas, disclosures of directory information, and disclosures to the student, Section
99.32 of the FERPA regulations requires the institution to record the disclosure. Eligible students have a right to inspect and review
the record of disclosures. A postsecondary institution may disclose PII from the education records without obtaining prior written
consent of the student —

m To other school officials, within Rice whom Rice has determined have legitimate educational interests and require this
information in order to perform instructional, supervisory, advisory, administrative, or other duties for Rice. These school
officials include faculty, research personnel, staff (including law enforcement unit personnel and health staff), trustees, or
students serving on official committees (such as disciplinary or grievance committees) or assisting another school official. A
school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an educational record in order to fulfill his or
her professional responsibility to Rice. This includes contractors, consultants, auditors, attorneys, collection agents,
volunteers, or other parties to whom Rice has outsourced institutional services or functions, provided that the conditions listed
in §99.31(a)(1)(i)(B)(1) - (a)(1)(i)(B)(2) are met. (§99.31(a)(1))

= To officials of another school where the student seeks or intends to enroll, or where the student is already enrolled if the
disclosure is for purposes related to the student’s enrollment or transfer, subject to the requirements of §99.34. Disclosures
may be made and information forwarded by Rice without prior notification to the student. (§99.31(a)(2))

= To authorized representatives of the U. S. Comptroller General, the U. S. Attorney General, the U.S. Secretary of Education,
or State and local educational authorities, such as a State postsecondary authority that is responsible for supervising the
university’s State-supported education programs. Disclosures under this provision may be made, subject to the requirements
of §99.35, in connection with an audit or evaluation of Federal- or State-supported education programs, or for the enforcement
of, or compliance with, Federal legal requirements that relate to those programs. These entities may make further disclosures
of PIl to outside entities that are designated by them as their authorized representatives to conduct any audit, evaluation, or
enforcement or compliance activity on their behalf. (§§99.31(a)(3) and 99.35)

= In connection with financial aid for which the student has applied or which the student has received, if the information is
necessary to determine eligibility for the aid, determine the amount of the aid, determine the conditions of the aid, or enforce
the terms and conditions of the aid. (§99.31(a)(4))

m To organizations conducting studies for, or on behalf of, the school, in order to: (a) develop, validate, or administer predictive
tests; (b) administer student aid programs; or (c) improve instruction. (§99.31(a)(6))

m To accrediting organizations to carry out their accrediting functions. (§99.31(a)(7))

m To parents of an eligible student if the student is a dependent for IRS tax purposes, though Rice limits such information to
financial details of the student’s enroliment. (§99.31(a)(8))

m To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena. (§99.31(a)(9))

= To appropriate officials in connection with a health or safety emergency, subject to §99.36. (§99.31(a)(10))

= Information the school has designated as “directory information” above and pursuant to §99.37. (§99.31(a)(11))

= To a victim of an alleged perpetrator of a crime of violence or a non-forcible sex offense, subject to the requirements of
§99.39. The disclosure may only include the final results of the disciplinary proceeding with respect to that alleged crime or
offense, regardless of the finding. (§99.31(a)(13))

= To the general public, the final results of a disciplinary proceeding, subject to the requirements of §99.39, if the school
determines the student is an alleged perpetrator of a crime of violence or non-forcible sex offense and the student has
committed a violation of the school’s rules or policies with respect to the allegation made against him or her. (§99.31(a)(14))

m To parents of a student regarding the student’s violation of any Federal, State, or local law, or of any rule or policy of the
school, governing the use or possession of alcohol or a controlled substance if the school determines the student committed a
disciplinary violation and the student is under the age of 21. (§99.31(a)(15))

For further information regarding Rice’s policy on student education records, please contact the Office of the Registrar.

Rice University

Office of the Registrar-MS 57
6100 Main Street

Houston, TX 77005-1892
Email: registrar@rice.edu
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Code of Student Conduct

The Office of Student Judicial Programs oversees the judicial system and enforces the Code of Student Conduct, which governs the
administration of student order and discipline, and may participate in Title IX investigations. The Code of Student Conduct applies to
all students, including undergraduate, graduate, and transfer students; those enrolled in professional and Continuing Studies
programs; and visiting students, Visiting Post Baccalaureates, second degree students, and auditors, from the time they arrive on
campus until their degree is conferred or they have permanently left Rice. Organizations also are subject to this Code. All enrolled
students also are subject to Rice University policies, rules, and regulations.

Alleged violations of university or college rules are handled in accordance with the Code of Student Conduct. Students may
appeal decisions as described in the Code of Student Conduct. Rice retains ultimate authority in all matters of discipline and over

all actions that affect its educational function or the safety and wellbeing of members of the university community. The Code is not
intended to and does not confer any contractual rights on any individuals involved.

The Code of Student Conduct can be found here 7.

After Rice's grievance process has been exhausted and documented, students may also pursue an external complaints process.
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Student Responsibility

The university expects all Rice students to exercise personal responsibility over their actions. Their behavior should reflect a respect
for the law and for their contractual obligations, a consideration for the rights of others, and shared standards of considerate and
ethical behavior.

Students are responsible for knowing and following all information, policies, and procedures listed in this General Announcements.
Questions should be directed to the appropriate office or administrator.

Rice utilizes e-mail as an official form of communication and sends correspondence to a student’s Rice email address. Students
should frequently check and maintain their Rice email inbox. Failure to do so does not relieve students of the responsibility to act or
respond in a timely manner to official notices sent via email.

Rice encourages self-discipline, recognizing that effective student government, including judicial processes, and the integrity of the
honor system depend on the willingness of all students to meet community standards of conduct.

The university, however, reserves the right to insist on the withdrawal of any student whose conduct it judges to be clearly
detrimental to the best interests of either the student or the university. The appropriate authorities take such action only after careful
consideration.

No individual or group may use the name of the university or one of its colleges without prior approval of the university or the
college.
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Academic Honor Societies

Honor societies at Rice include the following:

Phi Lambda Upsilon—national honorary chemical society promoting high scholarship and original investigation in all branches of
pure and applied chemistry (Rice chapter: 1926).

Phi Beta Kappa—founded in 1776 at the College of William and Mary to recognize intellectual achievement and the love of
learning among students in the liberal arts and sciences (Rice chapter: March 1, 1929).

Pi Delta Phi—organized to interest French students in competing for high standing in scholarship (Theta chapter at Rice: May
1930).

Society of Sigma Xi—for the promotion of research in science (Beta of Texas chapter at Rice: March 23, 1938).

Tau Beta Pi Association—organized to interest engineering students in competing for high standing in scholarship (Gamma of
Texas chapter at Rice: December 18, 1940).

Delta Phi Alpha—to promote an interest in the German language and literature (Gamma Xi chapter at Rice: April 1949).
Sigma Delta Pi—to promote an interest in the Spanish language and literature (Rice chapter May 14, 1953).
Tau Sigma Delta—national honor society in architecture and applied arts (Tau chapter at Rice: May 7, 1961).

Eta Kappa Nu—founded in 1904 at the University of lllinois for electrical engineering students to stimulate and reward scholarship
as well as assist and encourage its members to grow professionally throughout their lives (Rice chapter: January 1981).

Omicron Delta Epsilon—to promote study in economics (Rice chapter: 1981).

Psi Chi—founded in 1929 at Yale University to encourage, stimulate, and maintain excellence in scholarship and to advance the
science of psychology (Rice chapter: April 23, 1990).

Chi Epsilon—the Civil Engineering Honor Society. It serves to recognize students of high scholarship, character, practicality, and
sociability. Students are inducted into the society once or twice annually and are selected from the pool of upper division level civil

engineering students. (Rice chapter: 1995).

For more information on these honor societies, please visit the Rice Clubs page at the following link: http://clubs.rice.edu/ & or the
department associated with the Honor Society.
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2016-2017 > Undergraduate > Honors and Distinctions > Honors Programs

~ Undergraduate Students Honors Programs

. To enroll in the two semester Rice Undergraduate Scholars Program, students register for HONS 470-471 Proposal Development
+ Introduction . ) . Lo N - .
and Research. This program is for juniors and seniors in all disciplines who are considering graduate study and an academic career
+ Academic Opportunities after graduation. Students enroll in the program plan and execute independent research under the supervision of a sponsoring
faculty member (they may apply for funding to cover expenses related to their projects). They meet once a week to discuss each
other's work and to hear a range of presentations on life in academia. Students may apply in the spring of each year. For more

information, contact the program's faculty co-director.

Academic Policies and
3
Procedures

Student Services and
i’ Organizations Individual departments may offer undergraduates the option of honors program enroliment. These programs enable students to
receive advanced training or to deepen their understanding of a given discipline through an intensive program of independent

+ Rights and Responsibilities supervised research. Customary procedure is for students to submit a proposed project to their department's Undergraduate

« Honors and Distinctions Committee, which helps them rework it, as needed, into a substantial but feasible proposal. Once accepted, students are assigned
a faculty advisor to guide their research. The project concludes in an honors thesis, which the advisor and two readers evaluate,
- Academic Honor Societies and an oral examination. Departments also use honors programs to formally recognize students who have shown outstanding work
- Honors Programs through the individual projects. Acceptance into a departmental honors program is at the discretion of the faculty. For specific

requirements and procedures, students should contact the individual departments.
- President's Honor Roll

- University Honors

» Graduate Students Last Revised : August 01, 2012

+ Non-Traditional Students

+ Faculty

» Programs of Study

» Administration and Faculty

* Important Notices
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2016-2017 > Undergraduate > Honors and Distinctions > President's Honor Roll

= Undergraduate Students

» Introduction
+ Academic Opportunities

Academic Policies and
3
Procedures

R Student Services and
Organizations

+ Rights and Responsibilities
-+ Honors and Distinctions
- Academic Honor Societies

- Honors Programs
- President's Honor Roll

- University Honors

» Graduate Students
+ Non-Traditional Students
+ Faculty

» Programs of Study

» Administration and Faculty

* Important Notices

President’'s Honor Roll

The President's Honor Roll, published each semester, recognizes outstanding students. To be eligible, students must have earned
grades in a total of 12 or more semester hours without receiving a grade of F. Courses taken as Pass/Fail may not be counted for
the purposes of this rule. Approximately the top 30 percent of undergraduates receive recognition each semester. While
undergraduates enrolled in a four-year bachelor’s degree program are always eligible for the President’s Honor Roll, students
enrolled in five-year bachelor’'s or master’'s programs are eligible only during their first eight semesters.
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= Undergraduate Students

» Introduction
+ Academic Opportunities

Academic Policies and
3
Procedures

R Student Services and
Organizations

+ Rights and Responsibilities
-+ Honors and Distinctions
- Academic Honor Societies

- Honors Programs
- President's Honor Roll

- University Honors

» Graduate Students

» Non-Traditional Students

+ Faculty

» Programs of Study

» Administration and Faculty

* Important Notices

University Honors

Latin Honors

Unlike the President’s Honor Roll, which recognizes academic excellence achieved over a single semester, eligibility for the three
categories of Latin Honors (summa cum laude, magna cum laude, and cum laude) are based on the cumulative grade point
average for all undergraduate work at Rice. Recipients are determined at the end of the spring semester and after receipt of all
grades. The grade point average within the highest five percent of the year’s graduating majors within each school is recommended
for the summa cum laude honor. The grade point average included within the next highest 10 percent is used to determine those
eligible to graduate with the magna cum laude honor. Finally, the grade point average included within the next 15 percent is used to
determine those majors eligible to graduate with the cum laude honor. Thus, approximately 30 percent of each graduating class,
distributed approximately evenly across all schools, receives Latin Honors on graduation.

Distinction in Research and Creative Work

Distinction in Research and Creative Work is a university award for select undergraduates, granted at Commencement, which
appears on the transcript and diploma. Students must apply to be considered for the award, and the application must be supported
by a letter from a faculty member (or center director). The most common path of application would be to the student's major
department. A student whose research or other creative project is in a field outside of his or her major should submit an application
to the academic department or program most closely associated with the subject matter of their project.

Eligibility for the award extends widely to include a variety of research, design, and other creative projects, as well as persistent
dedication to research. Projects completed in part or entirely at other institutions or with community partners will be eligible for
consideration.

Applicants must be in good academic standing and have a cumulative GPA of at least 3.30 in courses completed at Rice at the time
of their graduation. The award will be granted only to projects that produce a concrete outcome--e.g. an essay, invention, design,
musical composition--and demonstrate commitment and/or achievement above and beyond the norm. Students who complete
senior theses, senior design projects or other required senior capstone projects are eligible and may submit their thesis or
capstone project for consideration; however, these students do not qualify automatically for consideration for this university
distinction.

Responsibility for judging applications and determining those that merit the distinction award rests with the undergraduate degree
programs or departments. Annually, departments and degree granting programs publish clear expectations and criteria for the
research and design projects that will be considered for the award, as well as guidelines for what constitutes research or creative
work above and beyond the norm within their respective fields. Departments may designate additional requirements as well, such
as completion of a research seminar or oral defense.
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» Graduate Students

» Non-Traditional Students

» Faculty

» Programs of Study

» Administration and Faculty

» Important Notices

Introduction

Since Rice opened in 1912, the university has recognized the importance of graduate study and research as a principal means of
advancing knowledge. The first doctor of philosophy degree was awarded in 1918 in mathematics. Since that time, graduate study
has expanded to encompass the schools of architecture, engineering, humanities, management, music, natural sciences, and social
sciences, as well as interdepartmental programs. Rice now enrolls approximately 2,300 graduate students and offers advanced
degrees in 34 fields of study.

Graduate programs lead to either research or professional degrees. Research programs generally require the completion of a
publishable thesis that represents an original and significant contribution to the particular field of study. Research degrees include
the doctor of philosophy (PhD), doctor of architecture (DArch), master of arts (MA), and master of science (MS).

Professional programs provide advanced course work in several disciplines but do not generally include independent research.
These programs lead to degrees in most of the major schools, including many engineering disciplines. (See the Graduate Degree

Chart and the Interdepartmental and Cooperative Programs Chart on pages 5-11 for a complete listing of degrees offered.)

All degrees conferred by the university are awarded solely in recognition of educational attainments and not as warranty of future
employment or admission to other programs of higher education.

For additional information on graduate programs and requirements, please go to graduate.rice.edu &r.
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Fall 2016 Academic Calendar

A printable PDF version %% of this calendar is available.

Sunday -
Friday,
August 14-19,
2016

Orientation week for new students

Friday, August

Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit final grades to resolve

September 2,
2016

19, 2016 "Other" (OT) grades for courses taken in Summer 2016

Monday, FIRST DAY OF CLASSES - START OF THE FALL SEMESTER

August 22,

2016

Monday - Fall Registration Continues: Registration continues for

Friday, undergraduate, graduate, and visiting students

August 22 -

August 26,

2016

Friday, August |Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit final grades to resolve

26, 2016 “Incomplete” (INC) grades for courses taken in Spring and Summer
2016

Friday, Deadline: Last day to complete late registration

Deadline: Last day to add courses (Please go to ESTHER .~ to add
courses)

Deadline: Last day to adjust variable credit for courses online via
ESTHER .=

Deadline: Last day to designate a credit course as "Audit" or vice
versa

Deadline: Last day to convert a “Pass/Fail” to an earned letter grade
for courses taken in Spring or Summer 2016

Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 100% refund of tuition and
fees

Deadline: Last day to drop to part-time status with refund of tuition

Monday,
September 5,
2016

LABOR DAY (HOLIDAY - NO SCHEDULED CLASSES)

Friday,
September 9,
2016

Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 70% refund of tuition

Friday,
September 16,
2016

Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 60% refund of tuition

Friday,
September 23,
2016

Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 50% refund of tuition



http://registrar.rice.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=2147484338
http://esther.rice.edu/
http://esther.rice.edu/
http://www.rice.edu/
http://registrar.rice.edu/
http://registrar.rice.edu/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/calendars/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/calendars/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/aca_honors/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/classrooms/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/courses/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/evals/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/plan_degree/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/degreeworks/
http://registrar.rice.edu/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=ID&ItemID=92
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/verifications/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/esther/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/exam_credit/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/final_exams/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/graduation/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/personal_info/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/registration/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/transcripts/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/transfer_credit/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/calendars/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/calendars/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/aca_honors/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/classrooms/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/courses/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/evals/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/evals/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/plan_degree/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/degreeworks/
http://registrar.rice.edu/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=ID&ItemID=92
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/verifications/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/verifications/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/esther/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/exam_credit/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/exam_credit/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/final_exams/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/final_exams/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/graduation/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/inter_institutional/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/inter_institutional/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/otr_fees/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/personal_info/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/personal_info/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/registration/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/summersessions/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/transcripts/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/transfer_credit/
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/veterans/

2016-2017 General Announcements

Education Benefits

» Visiting Students

QUICK LINKS

Academic Calendars
Classrooms

Course Catalog @
Course Schedule @
Data and Reporting
Degree Works
ESTHER &
Evaluations

FERPA

Final Exams
General
Announcements @
Registrar Email Policy
Summer Sessions
Transcripts
Verifications @

01/03/2017

Friday,
September 30,
2016
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Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 40% refund of tuition and fees

Friday, October
7, 2016

Deadline: Last day to drop courses for full-term courses (Please go
to ESTHER.» to drop courses)

Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit Mid-semester Grades for
first-year undergraduate students online via ESTHER.#

Deadline: College course plans due to Dean of Undergraduates office
for Spring 2017

Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 30% refund of tuition

Monday - MIDTERM RECESS (NO SCHEDULED CLASSES)
Tuesday
October 10 -
11, 2016
Friday, October|Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 20% refund of tuition
14, 2016
Friday, October |Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 10% refund of tuition
21, 2016
Friday, October|Deadline: Last day to designate a full-term course status to
28, 2016 "Pass/Fail" option
Deadline: Last day to file an application for December 2016 degree
conferral with the Office of the Registrar (Undergraduate and
Graduate Students)
Deadline: Last day to file an application for a May 2017 degree
conferral with the Office of the Registrar (Undergraduate Students
only)
Deadline: Last day to file the following in the Office of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies for December 2016 degree conferral:
e Thesis master’s candidacy petitions
e Certification of non-thesis master’s
e Form for candidacy master’s
e Ph.D. candidacy petitions
Monday Spring Registration: Spring 2017 Course Schedule .» Published
October 31 Spring Registration: ESTHER Course Registration Planner opens for
2016 currently enrolled undergraduates
Wednesday, Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit textbook orders for

November 9,
2016

Spring 2017 to bookstore@rice.edu
Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit Spring semester
classroom and lab software requests to edtech@rice.edu

Sunday,
November 13,
2016

Deadline: ESTHER Course Registration Planner closes at 11:59 PM

Monday,
November 14,
2016

Spring Registration: Spring 2017 registration begins for currently
enrolled graduate and fifth-year students at 5:00 PM

Wednesday,
November 16,
2016

Spring Registration: Spring 2017 ADD/DROP begins for currently
enrolled undergraduate students at 7:00 AM

Friday,
November 18,
2016

Deadline: Last day to register for Spring 2017 by 5:00 PM without a
Late Registration Fee

Saturday,
November 19,
2016

Late Registration Begins: Continuing students that have not
registered for any classes are charged a Late Registration Fee to add
classes
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Thursday - THANKSGIVING RECESS (HOLIDAY - NO SCHEDULED

Friday, CLASSES)

November 24 -

25, 2016

Friday, LAST DAY OF CLASSES

December 2, Deadline: Last day to drop courses (for Fall 2016 undergraduate

2016 matriculants only) - students must go to the Office of the Registrar by
4:00 PM

Deadline: For a December conferral of degree, students must submit
thesis to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies by 12:00
noon

Saturday - STUDY DAYS - NO EXAMS
Tuesday,
December 3 -
6, 2016

Wednesday - Final examinations for undergraduate courses
Wednesday,
December 7 -
14, 2016

Wednesday, END OF THE FALL SEMESTER
December 14,

2016

Wednesday, Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit Final Grades online via
December 21, |ESTHER .~

2016

Contact Us | Make an Appointment | Staff Directory | Feedback

©2008 Rice University Events.rice.edu Rice A-Z Maps-Directions
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RI( :E Office of the Registrar
Working with the Rice community to provide quality service and records management
SEARCH

Home > Students > Calendars > Academic Calendar Spring 2017

Academic Spring 2017 Academic Calendar
Calendars
Monday, FIRST DAY OF CLASSES - START OF THE SPRING SEMESTER
+ Academic Honors January 9,
2017
3
Classrooms Monday - Spring Registration Continues: Registration continues for
» Course Information Friday, undergraduate, graduate, and visiting students
January 9 -
, Course & Instructor 13, 2017
Evaluations Friday, Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit final grades to resolve
January 13, ["Other™ (OT) grades for courses taken in Fall 2016
+ Degree Planning 2017
» Degree Works Monday, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY (HOLIDAY - NO SCHEDULED
January 16, |CLASSES)
» Distribution Credit 2017
Deadline: Last day to complete late registration
Enrollment and Deadline: Last day to add courses online via ESTHER .~
Degree Verification Deadline: Last day to adjust variable credit for courses online via
ESTHER .=
» ESTHER Friday, Deadline: Last day to designate a credit course as "Audit” or vice versa
. January 20, |[Deadline: Last day to convert a “Pass/Fail” to an earned letter grade for
" Exam Credit (AP, 2017 courses taken in Fall 2016
etc.) Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 100% refund of tuition and fees
Final E Deadline: Last day to drop to part-time status with a refund of tuition
na Xa-m Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit final grades to resolve
Information “Incompletes” (INC) grades for courses taken in Fall 2016
v Graduation Friday, Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 70% refund of tuition
January 27,
Inter-Institutional 2017
h Graduate Students Friday, Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 60% refund of tuition
February 3,
- OTR Fees 2017
Thursday - |[SPRING RECESS (NO SCHEDULED CLASSES)
Personal Friday,
. February 9
Information
- 10, 2017
+ Registration Friday, Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 50% refund of tuition
February
- Summer Session 10, 2017
. Friday, Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 40% refund of tuition
» Transcripts February
+ Transfer Credit 17,2017
Friday, Deadline: Last day to drop full-term courses online via ESTHER .=
Veterans February Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit Mid-Semester Grades for

01/03/2017
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24, 2017 first-year undergraduate students online via ESTHER .#
Deadline: College course plans due to Dean of Undergraduates office for
Fall 2017
Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit textbook orders for Summer
2017 to bookstore@rice.edu
Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 30% refund of tuition
Deadline: Last day to file an application for a May degree conferral with
the Office of the Registrar (Graduate Students only)
Deadline: Last day to file the following in the Office of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies for May degree conferral:
e Thesis master's candidacy petitions
e Certification of non-thesis master's
e Form for candidacy master's
e Ph.D. candidacy petitions
Friday, Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 20% refund of tuition
March 3,
2017
Friday, Deadline: Last day to withdraw with a 10% refund of tuition
March 10,
2017
Saturday - |SPRING BREAK (NO SCHEDULED CLASSES)
Sunday,
March 11 -
19, 2017
Monday, Summer Registration Begins: Summer 2017 registration begins for
March 13, |currently enrolled undergraduate, graduate and fifth-year students
2017
Friday, Deadline: Last day to designate a full-term course status to "Pass/Fail"
March 24, |option
2017 Deadline: Last day to drop courses (for previous Fall undergraduate
matriculants only) - students must go to the Office of the Registrar by
4:00 PM
Deadline: Last day for second year students to declare majors with the
Office of the Registrar
Monday, Fall Registration: Fall 2017 Course Schedule .» Published
March 27, Fall Registration: ESTHER Course Registration Planner opens for
2017 undergraduate students for Fall 2017 registration.
Wednesday, |Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit textbook orders for Fall
March 29, |2017 to bookstore@rice.edu
2017
Wednesday, |Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit Fall semester classroom and
April 5, lab software requests to edtech@rice.edu
2017
Sunday, Deadline: ESTHER Course Registration Planner closes at 11:59 PM
April 9,
2017
Xlogijié' Fall Registration: Fall 2017 registration begins for currently enrolled
P ’ graduate and fifth-year students at 5:00 PM
2017
Wednesday, . L .
- Fall Registration: Fall 2017 ADD/DROP begins for currently enrolled
April 12, undergraduate students at 7:00 AM
2017 9 :
Friday, Deadline: Last day to register for Fall 2017 by 5:00 PM without a Late
April 14, Registration Fee
2017
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Saturday, Late Registration Begins: Continuing students that have not registered
April 15, for any classes are charged a Late Registration Fee to add classes
2017
Friday, LAST DAY OF CLASSES
April 21, Deadline: Last day to drop courses (for Spring 2017 undergraduate
2017 matriculants only) - students must go to the Office of the Registrar by
4:00 PM
Deadline: Last day to submit theses in the Office of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies for May degree conferral by 12:00 noon

Saturday - |STUDY DAYS - NO EXAMS

Tuesday,

April 22 -

25, 2017

Wednesday |Final examinations for all undergraduate courses

Wednesday,

April 26 -

May 3,

2017

Wednesday, END OF THE SPRING SEMESTER

May 3,

2017

Friday, May |Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit Final Grades for all degree

5, 2017 candidates online via ESTHER.# by 5:00 PM
Deadline: Last day for academic departments to submit their proposed
list of degree candidates to receive the university honor of Distinction in
Research and Creative Work to Provost’s Office by 4:00 PM

Monday, Deadline (May 2017 Undergraduate Degree Candidates only): Last

May 8, day to convert a “Pass/Fail” to an earned letter grade for courses taken in

2017 Spring 2017 by 12:00 noon

Friday - ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH COMMENCEMENT

Saturday,

May 12 -

May 13,

2017

Wednesday, |Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit Final Grades for all non-

May 17, graduating students online via ESTHER .~

2017

Friday, Deadline: Last day for instructors to submit final grades to resolve

June 9, "Other" (OT) grades for courses taken in Spring 2017

2017

Contact Us | Make an Appointment | Staff Directory | Feedback
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= Graduate Students

+ Introduction
~ Academic Opportunities
- Academic Calendar &7
- Admission
- Auditing Courses
- Graduate Degrees
- Graduate Degree Chart
- Non-Traditional Coursework

Academic Policies and
Procedures

Student Services and
Organizations

+ Rights and Responsibilities

+ Non-Traditional Students

» Faculty

» Programs of Study

» Administration and Faculty

* Important Notices

Admission

Graduate study is open to a limited number of extremely well-qualified students with a substantial background in their proposed field
of study (this usually, though not always, means an undergraduate major in the field). Each department determines whether
applicants have enough preparation to enter a given program, emphasizing the quality of their preparation rather than the particular
academic program they completed or the credits they earned.

Admittance to a Rice University graduate-degree program, with the exception of those in the School of Music, requires a
baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited U.S. institution or an international institution officially recognized by that country’s
Ministry of Education or its equivalent as determined by the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. For the Shepherd School
of Music, the equivalent to the baccalaureate degree will be determined by the school's graduate committee.

Applicants for admission to graduate study should either contact the appropriate department for application forms and relevant
information about the program or visit the department's website for online application information. The Graduate Studies website &
also has links to the graduate departments’ websites. The Graduate Degree Chart lists department chairs with department
phone/fax numbers and email addresses.

Application Process

An application for graduate study should include the completed application form, the application fee, transcript(s),
recommendations, and writing samples, if required. Some departments require scores on the aptitude portion of the Graduate
Record Examination (GRE) or the Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT) and an appropriate advanced test. The ETS
school code for Rice is 6609; in addition, applicants should send their test scores directly to the admitting department. See
individual departmental listings for specific requirement information.

To make sure scores are available when admission decisions normally are made, applicants should take the GRE by the December
before the fall for which they are applying. Application deadlines vary by department and degree program. In general, these occur
between December and February for fall semester admission, and departments may occasionally consider late applications. Some
departments will also accept spring applications. See individual departmental websites for specific information regarding application
deadlines.

Admission depends on students’ previous academic records, available test scores, and letters of reference from scholars under
whom they have studied. Writing samples, portfolios, statements of purpose, and work experience may be evaluated as part of the
admissions decision. In general, applicants should have at least a 3.00 (B) grade point average, or the equivalent, in undergraduate
work. Applicants who are foreign nationals or whose native language is not English must take either the TOEFL or IELTS test and
must score at least 90 on the iBT TOEFL or at least 600 on the paper-based TOEFL. For those students who choose to take the
IELTS in lieu of TOEFL, the minimum score is 7. The TOEFL school code for Rice is 6609. The TOEFL and IELTS are not
necessary for an international student who has received a degree from a university in which English is the official language of
communication. Waiver of the TOEFL and IELTS test may be requested by the admitting department if the department deems that
the student has sufficient English communication skills to be successful in their degree program. If a student does not meet the
minimum English language requirement above, then a formal request must be submitted to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral
Studies by the graduate program. Letters of endorsement should be addressed to the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies.

Graduate students seeking to transfer to another graduate department at Rice may do so after being admitted to the new degree
program and being released from their current department. A student is not eligible to return to any Rice graduate program following
a dismissal. Students previously on probation must petition the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies for admission into any
graduate program, regardless of their current enroliment status.
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2016-2017 > Graduates > Academic Opportunities > Auditing Courses

» Undergraduate Students Auditing Courses

During the fall and spring semesters, currently enrolled degree-seeking Rice students may audit one or more courses at Rice
without charge by securing permission of the instructor and by registering as an auditor with the Office of the Registrar. During the
summer sessions, enrolled Rice students may audit one or more courses at Rice at the cost of the auditor fee for Rice alumni (see
Cashier's website).

= Graduate Students

+ Introduction

~ Academic Opportunities

Upon completion, the audited course will appear on the student's transcript with a grade of either "AUD" or "NC" (see Grade
Symbols). There are no credit hours associated with audited courses, and auditing a course does not affect a student's GPA.

- Admission Requests to audit a class or to change from audit must be done by the dates and deadlines documented in the posted Academic
Calendar (see Academic Calendar).

- Academic Calendar Er

- Auditing Courses

- Graduate Degrees

- Graduate Degree Chart

- Non-Traditional Coursework

Academic Policies and Last Revised : August 03, 2015
Procedures

Student Services and
Organizations

+ Rights and Responsibilities

* Non-Traditional Students

» Faculty

» Programs of Study

» Administration and Faculty

* Important Notices
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Graduate Degrees

The General Announcements (GA) is the official Rice curriculum. In the event that there is a discrepancy between the GA and any
other websites or publications, the GA shall prevail as the authoritative source.

Jump to:
Research Degrees
PhD ProgramsApplicable Academic Graduation Requirements
Professional Degrees
Graduate Program Major Concentrations
Graduate Certificates
Applicable Academic Graduation Requirements
Rice Undergraduates Entering Graduate Professional Degree Program
Transferring from Research/Thesis Program to Professional Program

Research Degrees

Research degrees are offered in seven of the eight schools at Rice, with some degrees combining studies in more than one school.
Specific requirements for advanced research degrees in each field of study appear in the appropriate departmental pages (see
Departments and Programs). Students seeking additional material should contact the appropriate department (see Graduate
Degree Chart).

PhD Programs

The PhD degree is awarded for original studies in the departments listed in the Graduate Degree Chart; in architecture, the
equivalent degree is the DArch. Candidates receive a PhD degree after successfully completing at least 90 semester hours of
graduate study and concluding an original investigation that is formalized in an approved thesis. As final evidence of preparation for
this degree, the candidate must pass a public oral examination and submit the approved thesis to the Office of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies. (See also Candidacy, Oral Examinations and Thesis.) The residency requirement for the doctorate is four
semesters of full-time study at the university.

Thesis Master’s Programs

The MA degree is available in the departments listed in the Graduate Degree Chart, including certain scientific fields of study. The
MS degree is offered in the engineering and science fields also listed in the chart. Candidates may undertake the MArch, MArch in
Urban Design, and MMus degrees as research degrees by adopting the thesis option. Candidates receive a master’s degree after
completing at least 30 graduate semester hours of study at the 500 level and above (including thesis hours), 24 hours of which must
be taken at Rice. Thesis Master’s programs require original work reported in a thesis and a public oral examination. Most students
take three or four semesters to complete a master’'s degree (some programs may require more time). Students receiving a master’s
degree must be enrolled in a graduate program at Rice University for at least one fall or spring semester of full-time study.

Nonthesis Master's Programs

Students also may pursue a nonthesis degree in certain departments. This degree would be based on alternative departmental
requirements and would include, but not be limited to, the following:

m At least 30 graduate semester hours of study

m At least 24 semester hours must be at Rice University

= Minimum residency is one fall or spring semester of full-time graduate study, with the exceptions of professional master's
programs in the schools of engineering, natural sciences, and social sciences, as well as the Master's of Liberal Studies. For
these programs, minimum residency is one fall or spring semester in full-time or part-time graduate study.

m At least 30 hours of course work must be at or above the 500 level

= All courses must be in the relevant field

In certain departments, students may receive a master’s degree when they achieve candidacy for the doctoral degree. Students
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seeking a master’s degree in this manner must submit a petition for the degree, signed by their department chair, to the Office of
Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies by the deadline specified in the official academic calendar £ for degree conferral in the year in
which the degree is to be awarded. (See also Candidacy, Oral Examinations and Thesis and Course Numbering System.)

Professional Degrees

Rice University offers advanced degree programs to prepare students for positions in a number of professional fields. The
professional degrees offered appear in the Graduate Degree Chart. In some departments, the professional degree also prepares
the student for a doctoral-level program. All professional degrees are master’'s degrees with two exceptions: candidates earn the
Artist Diploma or Doctorate of Musical Arts after concluding a program of advanced music study.

Requirements for professional degrees include the successful completion of 30 graduate semester hours or more of courses at the
500 level or higher with at least 24 hours taken at Rice. Minimum residency for professional master’'s degrees in the schools

of natural sciences and engineering, as well as the Master's of Liberal Studies, is one fall or spring semester of either full-time or
part-time study. For all other professional master's degrees, minimum residency is one fall or spring semester of full-time study. All
courses must be in the relevant field. Specific information and requirements for individual degrees appear in the Graduate Degree
Chart. Program information and application materials also are available from the departments. (See also Course Numbering
System.)

Institutional financial aid and tuition waivers are not available to professional master’s students. This should be stated in the
department’s offer letter.

Graduate Program Major Concentrations

A graduate program concentration, otherwise known as a major concentration, is a formally recognized subfield of study within a
discipline offered in a graduate program (masters or doctorate-level), and it represents a coordinated set of courses which
emphasize a subfield within the graduate program. The major concentration indicates the student’s focus according to research
interests and/or professional goals. Students must apply for and obtain the approval of their Director of Graduate Studies or
Department Chair to declare a major concentration, and students may, with departmental permission, apply for more than one
major concentration for each graduate degree earned, assuming the program has multiple concentrations. A major concentration
is available only to students in the graduate program within which the concentration is administered.

Graduate Certificates

Graduate certificate programs are formally recognized programs of study attesting to a level of competence or to the development
of skills in a particular area or field. They are intended only for students already enrolled in graduate degree-granting programs at
Rice, and are awarded when the student's degree is conferred. Graduate certificates are offered both to recognize students who
have achieved the defined level of competence or skill, as well as to encourage students to pursue additional areas of interest. A
certificate comprises a specific grouping of courses and related activities (such as internships) that either:

1. form a coherent yet distinctive complement to a degree program, or
2. leads to the acquisition of specific skills or professional expertise

The certificate would include, but not be limited to the following requirements:

1. Minimum standards: twelve graduate (12) credits, or nine such (9) credits plus a graduate-level internship or other experiential
learning opportunity. Each department or program is responsible for determining the number of credits and the courses that are
acceptable for satisfaction of the certificate requirements.

= All departments are eligible to submit proposals for the granting of certificates. Programs eligible to submit applications for
certificates are restricted to faculty-based centers, institutes or other consortia reporting directly to one or more of the deans of
the university or the vice provost of research.

= All courses counting toward the certificate must be taken on either a letter-grade or S/U basis. Courses taken for a letter grade
must be completed with a grade of B- or better.

m No more than one-third of the credit hours required for the certificate may be taken on an S/U basis.

= No more than one-third of the credit hours required for the certificate may be transfer credit.

= Students must obtain the approval of their director of graduate studies to apply for a certificate.

2. A certificate program is not intended to substitute for a graduate degree but may be taken by graduate students to complement
their graduate program.

3. Multiple certificates: Students may acquire more than one certificate provided that the credits in each certificate are unique and
non-redundant with those of any other certificate.

Additional information on graduate certificates can be found here Er.
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Applicable Academic Graduation Requirements

Students enrolled in graduate programs at Rice may decide whether to follow the graduation general and degree program
requirements in effect when they first matriculated at Rice or those in effect when they graduate. If a student has been separated
from the university due to a voluntary or involuntary withdrawal, students must graduate under the regulations in effect at the time of
their last readmission or those in effect when they graduate unless granted an exception by the dean of graduate and postdoctoral
studies An archive of General Announcements is available online: http://www.rice.edu/catalog/archive.shtml £7.

Graduate program degree requirements may vary from year to year during the period between a student’s matriculation and
graduation. The graduate program may, at its discretion, make any of these variations available to a student for completion of the
degree requirements. If a new academic credential is created during the student’s time at Rice, the new program will be available to
the student as if the program appeared in the General Announcements at the time of matriculation.

Rice Undergraduates Entering Graduate Professional Degree Program

Rice undergraduate students who wish to enter a professional master’s degree program should apply for admission through the
normal procedures and in accordance with the normal timetables for application to such programs. While the GRE requirement may
be waived in these cases, the authority for the waiver rests with the graduate program. Graduate programs may consider counting
courses taken by the students while an undergraduate as credit toward the degree, if the credit was not already counted towards
the undergraduate degree. With these requirements, the student will complete a combined minimum of 150 semester hours for the
baccalaureate and masters degrees, including a minimum of 30 graduate semester hours.

The graduate program has authority to accept or reject a particular graduate level course to meet the degree requirements for the
master’s degree. For more information, see "Coursework Taken While an Undergraduate at Rice" in the Registration section. In
addition, the graduate program also must include in the offer letter a list of those courses taken by the student as an undergraduate
that the graduate program will accept to meet the degree requirements for the master’s degree. These courses must be verified and
approved by the Office of the Registrar and accepted by the graduate program.

Transferring from Research/Thesis Program to Professional Program

Admission into a professional program is granted separately from admission into a research or thesis program. Students who wish
to change from a thesis program to a professional degree program must petition their department in writing. Upon recommendation
of the department and approval by the dean’s office, the request is sent to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies for
consideration and final approval. If approved, students who received tuition waivers while enrolled in the thesis program will be
expected to repay the tuition before their professional degrees are awarded. Professional degree programs terminate when the
degree is awarded. Students who wish to continue graduate study after completing a professional program must apply for
admission into a research program.
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Graduate Degree Chart

Jump to:
School of Architecture
Susanne M. Glasscock School of Continuing Studies
George R. Brown School of Engineering
School of Humanities
Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Business
Shepherd School of Music
Wiess School of Natural Sciences
School of Social Sciences

SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE

School of Architecture
- Master of Architecture (MArch)
- Master of Architecture in Urban Design (MAUD)**
- Master of Arts (MA), Architecture
- Doctor of Architecture (DArch)

SUSANNE M. GLASSCOCK SCHOOL OF CONTINUING STUDIES

School of Continuing Studies
- Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT)
- Master of Liberal Studies (MLS)

GEORGE R. BROWN SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

Department of Bioengineering

- Master of Bioengineering (MBE)

- Master of Science (MS)*, Bioengineering
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Bioengineering

Department of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering

- Master of Chemical Engineering (MChE)

- Master of Science (MS)*, Chemical Engineering
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Chemical Engineering

Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

- Master of Civil and Environmental Engineering (MCEE), Civil Engineering

- Master of Civil and Environmental Engineering (MCEE), Environmental Engineering

- Master of Science (MS), Civil Engineering

- Master of Science (MS), Environmental Engineering

- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Civil Engineering

- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Environmental Engineering

Department of Computational and Applied Mathematics

- Master of Computational and Applied Mathematics (MCAAM)

- Master of Arts (MA), Computational and Applied Mathematics

- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Computational and Applied Mathematics

Department of Computer Science

- Master of Computer Science (MCS)

- Master of Science (MS), Computer Science

- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Computer Science

Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering

- Master of Electrical Engineering (MEE)

- Master of Science (MS)*, Electrical and Computer Engineering

01/03/2017
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- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Electrical and Computer Engineering

Department of Materials Science and NanoEngineering

- Master of Materials Science and NanoEngineering (MMSNE)

- Master of Science (MS), Materials Science and NanoEngineering

- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Materials Science and NanoEngineering

Department of Mechanical Engineering

- Master of Mechanical Engineering (MME)

- Master of Science (MS), Mechanical Engineering

- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Mechanical Engineering

Department of Statistics
- Master of Statistics (MSTAT)

- Master of Arts (MA)*, Statistics
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Statistics

Interdisciplinary Graduate Degrees (from the School of Engineering)

- Master of Computational Science and Engineering (MCSE)

- Master of Arts (MA)*, Computational Science and Engineering
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Computational Science and Engineering

- Master of Science (MS)*, Systems, Synthetic and Physical Biology
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Systems, Synthetic and Physical Biology

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES

Department of Art History

- Master of Arts (MA)*, Art History
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Art History

Department of Classical and European Studies

- N/A: no graduate degrees offered

Department of English

- Master of Arts (MA)*, English
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), English

Department of History

- Master of Arts (MA)*, History
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), History

Department of Philosophy

- Master of Arts (MA)*, Philosophy
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Philosophy

Department of Religion

- Master of Arts (MA)*, Religion
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Religion

Department of Spanish and Portuguese, and Latin American Studies

- N/A: no graduate degrees offered

Department of Visual and Dramatic Arts

- N/A: no graduate degrees offered

JESSE H. JONES SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

School of Business

- Master of Accounting (MAcc)

- Master of Business Administration (MBA)

- Master of Arts (MA)*, Business
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Business

SHEPHERD SCHOOL OF MUSIC

School of Music

- Master of Music (MMus), Bassoon Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Bassoon Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Cello Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Cello Performance

- Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA), Cello Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Clarinet Performance

01/03/2017
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- Artist Diploma (AD), Clarinet Performance

- Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA), Clarinet Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Composition

- Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA), Composition

- Master of Music (MMus), Double Bass Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Double Bass Performance

- Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA), Double Bass Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Flute Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Flute Performance

- Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA), Flute Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Harp Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Harp Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Horn Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Horn Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Musicology

- Master of Music (MMus), Oboe Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Oboe Performance

- Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA), Oboe Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Orchestral Conducting

- Artist Diploma (AD), Orchestral Conducting

- Master of Music (MMus), Organ Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Organ Performance

- Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA), Organ Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Opera Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Percussion Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Percussion Performance

- Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA), Percussion Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Piano Chamber Music and Accompanying

- Master of Music (MMus), Piano Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Piano Performance

- Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA), Piano Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), String Quartet Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Trombone Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Trombone Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Trumpet Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Trumpet Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Tuba Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Tuba Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Viola Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Viola Performance

- Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA), Viola Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Violin Performance

- Artist Diploma (AD), Violin Performance

- Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA), Violin Performance

- Master of Music (MMus), Vocal Performance

- Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA), Vocal Performance

WIESS SCHOOL OF NATURAL SCIENCES

Department of Biosciences

- Master of Arts (MA), Biochemistry and Cell Biology

- Master of Science (MS)*, Biochemistry and Cell Biology
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Biochemistry and Cell Biology

- Master of Arts (MA), Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

- Master of Science (MS)*, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Department of Chemistry

01/03/2017
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- Master of Arts (MA)*, Chemistry
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Chemistry

Department of Earth Science

- Master of Science (MS), Earth Science

- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Earth Science

Department of Kinesiology

- N/A: no graduate degrees offered

Department of Mathematics

- Master of Arts (MA)*, Mathematics
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Mathematics

Department of Physics and Astronomy

- Master of Science Teaching (MST)

- Master of Science (MS)*, Physics
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Physics

Interdisciplinary Graduate Degrees (from the School of Natural Sciences)

- Master of Science in Bioscience and Health Policy (MSBHP)

- Master of Science in Environmental Analysis and Decision Making (MSEADM)

- Master of Science in Nanoscale Science (MSNS)

- Master of Science in Space Studies (MSSpS)

- Master of Science in Subsurface Geoscience (MSSG)

- Master of Science (MS)*, Applied Physics

- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Applied Physics

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Department of Anthropology

- Master of Arts (MA)*, Anthropology
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Anthropology

Department of Economics

- Master of Energy Economics (MEECON)

- Master of Arts (MA)*, Economics
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Economics

Department of Linguistics

- Master of Arts (MA)**, Linguistics
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)**, Linguistics

Department of Political Science

- Master of Arts (MA)*, Political Science

- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Political Science

Department of Psychology

- Master of Arts (MA)*, Psychology
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Psychology

Department of Sociology

- Master of Arts (MA)*, Sociology
- Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Sociology

Department of Sport Management

- N/A: no graduate degrees offered

Interdisciplinary Graduate Degrees (from the School of Social Sciences)

- Master of Arts in Global Affairs (MAGA)

*Students accepted into PhD program only; MA or MS may be earned by students as they work towards PhD.

**No applications being accepted at this time.
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- N/A: no graduate degrees offered

Interdisciplinary Graduate Degrees (from the School of Social Sciences)

- Master of Arts in Global Affairs (MAGA)

*Students accepted into PhD program only; MA or MS may be earned by students as they work towards PhD.
**No applications being accepted at this time.

Back to top

Last Revised : August 16, 2016
S ———

General Announcements 6100 Main MS-10, Houston, Texas 77005-1827 Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77251-1892

©2015 Rice University Rice Home Web Services University Calendar Rice A-Z Maps-Directions Feedback
val7

01/03/2017


http://www.rice.edu/
http://webservices.rice.edu/
http://events.rice.edu/
http://www.rice.edu/search/query.php?tab=sitemap
http://futureowls.rice.edu/futureowls/Driving_Directions.asp
mailto:vpaa@rice.edu

2016-2017 General Announcements 94 of 923

| | searcHGA |

@ R[CE Previous Editions
-
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 2016-2017

2016-2017 > Graduates > Academic Opportunities > Non-Traditional Coursework

3 Undergraduate Students NO n 'Trad ltl on al CO urs eWOI’k
Courses tailored for individual students provide a valuable opportunity for them to pursue an academic or professional interest
~ Graduate Students under the supervision of a Rice faculty member. Such courses are typically titled as independent study or research, directed
reading, or internships. Although the organization of these courses is quite variable, they are subject to the same basic
+ Introduction requirements as other course offerings. In particular:

~ Academic Opportunities
m The subject matter and intellectual level of the course must be appropriate for Rice.

= The instructor of record must hold a regular faculty appointment at Rice. This instructor is responsible for submitting the final

- Admission grade, in consultation with the student's immediate supervisor, if appropriate.

= The course must have a written syllabus that meets published Rice Syllabus Standards. In addition, the syllabus must include
a description of anticipated activities and topical content.

- Graduate Degrees = Credit hours assigned are subject to the same amount-of-work considerations as other courses. Credit hours will be awarded
in accordance with the Rice credit hour guidelines ¥ and fixed at the time of registration.

= All Registrar deadlines for registration, add/drop, completion of course work, and grade submission must be met.

- Academic Calendar Er

- Auditing Courses

- Graduate Degree Chart
- Non-Traditional Coursework

Academic Policies and

Procedures
Last Revised : October 13, 2015

Student Services and
Organizations

+ Rights and Responsibilities

* Non-Traditional Students

» Faculty

» Programs of Study

» Administration and Faculty

* Important Notices
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Academic and Judicial Discipline

Jump to:
Academic Probation
Dismissal
Disciplinary Probation, Suspension and Expulsion
Termination of Financial Support
Degree Revocation

See also Academic Regulations and Grades.

Academic Probation

Graduate students are placed on academic probationary status by the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies

if their cumulative grade point average falls below 2.67 or their semester GPA falls below 2.33. The period of probation extends to
the end of the next semester in which the student is enrolled. If that probationary semester

results in cumulative grade point average below 2.67 or semester grade point average below 2.33, the student will be immediately
dismissed without further warning. As a courtesy, students will be notified of their probationary status

once final grades have been received and posted to their records. S/U grades cannot be used to end probationary status for low
GPA.

A degree program can define stricter standards by publishing those expectations in its graduate student handbook. A program can
dismiss a student without a probationary semester by faculty vote.

Dismissal

The two most common grounds for dismissal of a graduate student are (1) inadequate academic progress and (2) a disciplinary
violation. The latter is discussed in detail under Disciplinary Probation, Suspension and Expulsion. The following relates to
academic progress.

Graduate programs must provide students upon entry to the program with detailed requirements, deadlines, and other program
policies. Students are then responsible for meeting program and university requirements in their program of education. A student
who is failing to meet departmental or university requirements, such as failing to meet grade requirements, failing to pass required
examinations by the required time, or failing to advance to candidacy or defend her/his thesis within the required time, is subject to
dismissal without further warning.

When a student is judged not to be making adequate academic progress, he or she must be warned in writing of the possibility of
dismissal and given clear information about what must be done within a specified time period to alleviate the problem. These
expectations must be reasonable and consistent with expectations held for all students similarly situated in the program. If the
student does not meet the stated requirements within the time frame specified, he or she will be dismissed by the graduate
program. A student is not eligible to return to Rice following a dismissal.

It is difficult to give a precise and general definition of “adequate academic progress” for graduate students, due to the variation in
requirements among different graduate programs. Nevertheless, some general principles do apply. For example, most graduate
programs consist of two stages. The first stage, preceding candidacy, typically consists of explicit requirements and milestones,
such as course requirements, exams, research projects, and the like. In this stage, adequate academic progress typically means
compliance with the requirements and milestones of the program, as well as research progress when applicable. The second stage,
post-candidacy, is often referred to as “all but dissertation” (ABD). In this stage, graduate students are expected to conduct
research and write and defend their theses/dissertations. As the second stage typically lacks explicit intermediate milestones, it is
harder to assess academic progress during this stage. It is extremely important, therefore, for graduate programs to make their
expectations explicit for post-candidacy graduate students.

Post-candidacy graduate students often enroll only in research courses. Such courses can offer standard letter grades or
satisfactory/unsatisfactory (S/U) grades. Grading mode, however, must be uniform within a section of a research course. Thus, all
students in such a section should receive letter grades or all should receive S/U grades.
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Graduate programs must establish mechanisms for tracking, reviewing, and documenting academic progress of graduate students
on an ongoing basis and must provide graduate students a written assessment of their academic progress at least annually. In
some graduate programs this ongoing progress review is carried out by a student’s thesis committee, while in others it is carried out
by a standing faculty committee. Although a student’s supervisor plays an important role in reviewing the student’'s academic
progress, the responsibility for conducting the review process lies with the program and requires the involvement of additional
faculty members in the program. For graduate students who are primarily engaged in coursework, for example, professional
master’s students, the transcript is an adequate form of written assessment.

Dismissal of a graduate student requires that the student be notified of his/her dismissal from the graduate program. Such a notice
is distinct from any earlier warning, which lets the student know of the possibility of dismissal. All dismissal notices, as well as
warnings of possible dismissal, must be in writing, with a copy sent to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. Email
communication is considered to be “in writing”. (Academic units should archive copies of all email communications pertaining to
student dismissal.)

Because of the serious consequences of dismissal from a graduate program, dismissed students must receive a 15-day notice of
the dismissal. Such a notice may precede the trigger for the dismissal. For example, a program can notify a student 15 days before
an examination that failure to pass the examination with a certain minimal grade would result in dismissal. In general, dismissal
should not take effect during a semester in which the student is enrolled. Dismissals that take effect during a semester are
exceptional and must be approved by the Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. A dismissal will be held in abeyance until the
petition and appeal process is concluded, as students may petition for a dismissal to be revoked as described in the Dispute
Resolution section .

Disciplinary Probation, Suspension and Expulsion

The Code of Student Conduct applies to all Rice students and applies to conduct both on and off campus. The Office of Student
Judicial Programs may sanction students including implementing disciplinary probation, or suspension or expulsion for violations of
the Code of Student Conduct or the Honor Code. Students who have been expelled, who are serving a suspension, who are under
investigation for disciplinary violations, or who have Code of Conduct or Honor Code proceedings pending against them may not
receive their degree even if they have met all academic requirements for graduation. Students who are suspended or expelled must
leave the university within the timeframe specified by Student Judicial Programs, generally 48 hours of being informed of the
decision, though in cases of unusual hardship, Student Judicial Programs may extend the deadline. Any tuition refund will be
prorated from the official date of suspension or expulsion. A grade of “W” will be awarded to all enrolled courses regardless of when
the suspension or expulsion began. Expelled students will have the expulsion noted on their transcript.

While on disciplinary probation or suspension, students may not run for, or hold, any elective or appointed office in any official Rice
organization. Participation in student activities on and off campus and use of Rice facilities, including, but not limited to, the student
center, the colleges, the playing field, the recreation center, and the computer labs, are limited to enrolled students.

Students seeking readmission after a suspension for Honor Code or Code of Conduct violations or other nonacademic action
should submit a petition in writing to the ~ Office of Student Judicial Programs by emailing SJP@rice.edu. That petition should
include information on what the student did while away from Rice, including any schooling or employment; how the student met any
requirements described by Rice at the time of separation; what the student did to address any issues leading to the separation; and
what the student learned from the separation. Once approved by Student Judicial Programs, the petition is forwarded to the dean of
graduate and postdoctoral studies for final readmission approval and action.

Termination of Financial Support

Graduate students often receive financial support in the form of graduate stipend and tuition waivers. The termination of financial
support to a graduate student, while not equivalent to dismissal, is a serious action that could deprive students of their financial
ability to continue graduate studies. Consequently, the procedure to terminate a student’s financial support before the end of the
financial-support commitment period should be analogous to those for dismissal as described above. Therefore, termination of
financial support of a graduate student requires that the student be notified of the termination 15 days prior to the cancellation of
support. Such a notice is distinct from any earlier warning, which lets the student know of the possibility of support termination. All
termination of support notices, as well as warnings of possible termination, must be in writing, with a copy sent to the Office of
Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies.

Active participation in required academic activities (for example, laboratory work in certain science and engineering programs) is a
basic condition for continued financial support. Students who are absent from such required activities for contiguous two weeks
without permission and without mitigating circumstances may be subject to termination of financial support. In addition, they may be
judged to be not making adequate academic progress. Thus, if absences have to occur, they must be pre-arranged with the
student's supervisor, except for medical and family emergencies, in which cases timely notification is required. Graduate advisors
and programs should be aware of unexplained student absences and must provide immediate written warnings when students are
not present and carrying out required academic activities for more than one week.


http://ga.rice.edu/GR_disputes
http://ga.rice.edu/GR_disputes
http://ga.rice.edu/GR_codeofconduct/
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When the source of a graduate stipend is an externally sponsored research grant, the principal investigator is responsible for
certifying that compensation paid to those who are supported by the grant faithfully corresponds to actual effort in carrying out the
sponsored research. This process is referred to as “effort certification.” The requirements above to give students warnings and
notices before dismissal or termination of stipend are separate and independent of the effort-certification requirement. If a principal
investigator determines that a graduate student is not contributing to the sponsored project that is the source of the student’s
stipend, then the charge for the affected pay period must be reallocated to another fund by the program.

Degree Revocation

Rice University reserves the right to revoke any degrees granted. A degree awarded may be revoked if the university becomes
aware that the degree should not have been granted, such as a degree that was obtained by violating the Honor Code or Code of
Student Conduct or by deception, misrepresentation, falsification of records, academic misconduct, research misconduct, or if the
work submitted in fulfillment of -- and indispensable to -- the requirements for the degree are determined to fail to meet the
academic standards that were in effect at the time the degree was awarded. Notification of the date of revocation will appear on the
student’s transcript, and the student will be asked to return the diploma. The Provost receives all recommendations for revocation
of degrees and, after consideration and review, forwards to the President any recommendations deemed to be warranted. The
Provost may also initiate and forward to the President his or her own recommendation for a degree revocation. The President will
consider all recommendations forwarded by the Provost and effectuate those he or she determines to be warranted. Procedures
governing degree revocations may be obtained from the offices of the Registrar, Provost or President.

The university also reserves the right to withdraw a degree to correct an administrative error, such as an incorrectly listed degree, or
in a situation where it was found that a student had not actually fulfilled all graduation requirements.
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See also Registration, Grades, Academic and Judicial Standings, and Code of Student Conduct.

Good Standing

Graduate students must meet the minimum deadlines and course or grade requirements detailed on this page and the Grades page
to remain in good standing and to graduate from the university. Graduate students must meet other requirements specifically
mandated as essential for good standing by the graduate student handbook published by the relevant department or program.
Failure to remain in good standing may result in probation, separation from the university or dismissal.

Residency

PhD and DMA students must complete at least four full fall and/or spring semesters in full-time study at Rice University. Minimum
residency for master's programs is one fall or spring semester of full-time graduate study, with the exceptions of professional
master's programs in the schools of engineering, natural science, and social sciences, as well as the Master's of Liberal Studies.
For these programs, minimum residency is one fall or spring semester in full-time or part-time graduate study.

Full-Time Study

Semester course load for full-time students is nine hours or more as required by specific departments for the fall and spring
semesters. Full-time enroliment during the summer semester is at least six hours. Graduate programs at Rice generally require full-
time study. For information about dropping below full-time or changing to part-time status, see below.

Part-Time Study

Part-time students must register for at least three hours in a semester. All time boundary and degree requirements apply to part-
time students. Students who wish to become part-time time in the upcoming semester must obtain written permission from the
academic department before the semester begins. Students who wish to obtain part-time status after the semester has started must
also obtain the approval of the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. In order for students to receive the part-time tuition
rate, they must obtain verification of part-time approval from the Office of the Registrar by the end of the second week of classes.
Part-time students are not eligible to receive fellowships, assistantship aid, tuition scholarships, or reduced rate tuition from Rice.
See also Financial Aid. International students should consult the Office of International Students and Scholars about the possible
impact on their visa status of dropping below full-time.

Minimum Hours
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Students must register for at least three hours in a semester.

Time to Degree

PhD and DMA students are required to complete their program, including thesis defense, within 10 years of initial enroliment in the
degree program. All master’s students are required to complete their program, including thesis defense, within five years of initial
enrollment. In both cases, students have a limit of six additional months from the date of defense to submit their theses to the Office
of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. These time boundaries include any period in which the student was not enrolled or enrolled
part time, for whatever reason. Failure to meet any university time to degree deadline may result in the student not being able to
continue in their degree program.

Time to Candidacy

PhD and DMA students must be approved for candidacy before the beginning of the ninth semester of their enroliment at Rice.
MArch students must be approved for candidacy before the October 31st prior to their juried defense. All other master’s students
must be approved for candidacy before the beginning of the fifth semester of their enroliment at Rice. See Candidacy, Oral
Examinations and Thesis.

Time to Defense

PhD and DMA students must defend their theses before the end of the 16th semester of their enrollment at Rice. Master’s students
must defend their theses before the end of the eighth semester of their enrollment at Rice. See Candidacy, Oral Examinations and
Thesis.

Time to Thesis Submission

Candidates who successfully pass the oral examination in defense of the thesis must submit the thesis must submit the thesis to the
Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies no later than six months from the date of the examination. See Candidacy, Oral
Examinations and Thesis.

Deadlines

Students must observe all deadlines listed in the Academic Calendar.

Departmental Duties

In most research degree programs, students must undertake a limited amount of teaching or perform other services as part of their
training. Assigned duties should not entail more than 10 hours per week, averaged over the semester, or extend over more than
eight semesters.

Standard of Conduct

Students are expected to live up to the high standards Rice sets for its community members, as described in the Code of Student
Conduct &. Graduate students should be in compliance with the Code of Student Conduct at all times and not have holds from
Student Judicial Programs or other offices.

Research and Scholarly Activities

Research and other scholarly activities of all students must conform to Rice University policies. It is recommended that students
familiarize themselves with these policies before embarking on research or other scholarly activities. Particularly pertinent to
students are policy 324-00 (Research Misconduct) &, policy 326-98 (Human Health and Safety in the Performance of Research) £
, policy 333 (Patent and Software Policies) B and policy 334 (Copyright Policy) E.

Non-course Training

Within their first semester of enroliment, graduate students are expected to complete some non-course training:

= Orientation — New graduate students are expected to attend all orientation events.

= Preventing Sexual Harassment — New graduate students are required to complete this online training.

m Responsible Conduct of Research — All graduate students are required to complete this online training. Students in the MBA
and MLS programs are exempt from this training.

m Lab Safety Training - Lab Safety training is mandatory for all new students in the School of Engineering; in the School of
Natural Science, with the exception of the Mathematics Department; and any student outside those schools who will be
working in a laboratory at Rice. This training is provided through the Office of Environmental Health and Safety.


http://sjp.rice.edu/media/files/current_code_of_student_conduct.pdf
http://sjp.rice.edu/media/files/current_code_of_student_conduct.pdf
http://professor.rice.edu/professor/Research_Misconduct.asp
http://professor.rice.edu/Standard.aspx?id=301
http://www.professor.rice.edu/professor/Patent_and_Software_Policies.asp?SnID=4
http://professor.rice.edu/IndependentPage.aspx?id=2757
http://safety.rice.edu/
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Employment

Students receiving a stipend may accept employment only with the approval of their home academic department. Students working
for more than 20 hours per week are not normally eligible for full-time status.

Second Degree Programs
Graduate students may enroll in a second degree program only with the approval of their home academic department.

Continuous Enrollment

Students must maintain continuous program involvement and enrollment during fall and spring semesters unless granted an official
leave of absence. See Leaves, Interruptions of Study and Withdrawals for more information.
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Candidacy, Oral Examinations and Thesis
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Approval of Candidacy

Candidacy marks a midpoint in the course of graduate education. Achieving candidacy for the PhD/DMA signals that a graduate
student has: (a) completed required course work, (b) passed required exams to demonstrate his/her comprehensive grasp of the
subject area, (c) demonstrated the ability for clear oral and written communication, and (d) shown the ability to carry on scholarly
work in his/her subject area. Requirements for achieving candidacy for the thesis master’'s degree are determined at the
departmental level. The department is also authorized to grant waivers or substitutions of specific course requirements, but not to
make exceptions to university requirements.

Students enrolled in research degree programs submit their petitions for candidacy for a master’s or doctoral degree through the
department chair to the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies. In the petition sent to the dean, the department chair identifies
the student’s thesis director, recommends a thesis committee, certifies that the applicant has fulfilled the departmental
requirements, and provides a course transcript as evidence that work completed within the department is of high quality. Students in
nonthesis master’s programs, including professional master’s programs, must submit a certification of nonthesis master’s through
their department chair to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies.

PhD/DMA students must be approved for candidacy before the beginning of the ninth semester of their enroliment at Rice. Master’s
students must be approved for candidacy before the beginning of the fifth semester of their enroliment at Rice. However, in order to
qualify for a given commencement, they must meet the submission deadline for that commencement per the Academic Calendar &7
. This date falls at the end of October for December degree conferral and the end of February for May degree conferral.

Students who are unable to meet the university time boundary for candidacy may petition the dean of graduate and postdoctoral
studies or his/her designee for an extension of time to candidacy. Students who exceed their time boundaries without an approved
extension request will be charged a fee of $125 for reinstatement to good standing. Students who exceed their time boundaries
and do not receive an extension to their time to candidacy are subject to immediate dismissal by the Office of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies.

Thesis Committee

The thesis committee administers the oral examination for the student’s thesis defense and has final approval/disapproval authority
and responsibility for the written thesis.

A thesis committee is composed of at least three members. Two, including the committee chair, must be members of the student’s
department faculty; in doctoral thesis committees one member must have his or her primary appointment in another department
within the university. At least three members of the committee must meet one of the following requirements:

« Tenured or tenure-track members of the Rice faculty
« Research faculty holding the rank of faculty fellow, senior faculty fellow, or distinguished faculty fellow
* Qualified individuals who have been certified as thesis committee members by the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies

The composition of the thesis committee must always meet the guidelines mentioned above, with the following exceptions:

« Interdisciplinary programs (Applied Physics & SSPB)- The chair of the thesis committee is either the advisor or in the host
department of the student, and is affiliated with the program. The second member of the committee is affiliated with the program.
The third committee member is neither in the student’s host department nor affiliated with the program. Thesis committee make-up
is approved by both the head of the host department and the program. The formal structure of the thesis committee for the
programs is in the General Announcements and regularly reviewed by the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies.
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» Master of Architecture- The committee chair must be a tenured or tenure-track faculty member. Other committee members can
be tenured, tenure-track, or non-tenure track Rice faculty.

The thesis director must be a tenured or tenure-track member of the Rice University faculty or a research faculty holding the rank of
faculty fellow, or distinguished faculty fellow. Faculty whose primary appointment is at another institution may serve as thesis
director if approved by the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies. Emeritus professors may not accept new graduate students
without the approval of the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies and an appointment letter from the school dean.

The committee chair need not be the thesis director. The chair, however, must be either a tenured or tenure-track member of the
major department or a research faculty member of the student's major department. In addition to the three required members,
additional members of the committee may be selected with the approval of the department chair.

Candidates are responsible for keeping the members of their committee informed about the nature and progress of their research.
They also must establish a schedule for thesis completion and review. The members of the committee, in turn, should review the
thesis in a timely manner, approving a preliminary form of the thesis before scheduling the oral examination.

Announcement of Thesis Defense

Oral examinations for the doctoral degree must be announced at least 14 days in advance. Oral examination announcements are to
be submitted to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies by entering the information into the Graduate Students Thesis
Defense Announcement form at http://events.rice.edu/rgs Er.

Oral examinations for the master’s degree must be announced at least 7 days in advance in the same manner as the doctoral
defense.

Oral Examination in Defense of Thesis

The public oral defense of a thesis is intended to be an examination of a completed body of work and should be scheduled only
when the thesis is essentially completed. Students may take the final oral examination in defense of their thesis only after the dean
of graduate and postdoctoral studies approves their candidacy. All regulations in this section apply to both masters and doctoral
theses, unless otherwise noted.

At least one copy of the thesis must be available in the departmental office not less than two calendar weeks prior to the date of the
oral defense. The length of the oral examination and the subject matter on which the candidate is questioned are left to the
judgment of the committee. The defense should be scheduled by the student after consultation with the thesis advisor, who agrees
that the thesis is completed and ready to be defended. All oral thesis defenses must take place on the Rice University campus with
the candidate and all thesis committee members in physical attendance. In exceptional cases, appeals to this requirement can be
made in writing to the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies. A candidate must be enrolled in the semester in which his or her
oral examination is held. Students who defend during the summer must enroll in the summer session of classes. For the purpose of
the oral defense only, enroliment in a semester is considered valid through the Friday of the first week of class of the following
semester. Students passing the oral examination on or before the end of the first week of classes of any semester do not have to
register for that or any subsequent semester even though they may be continuing to make minor revisions to the final copy of their
thesis.

Should a candidate fail, the committee chair may schedule a second examination. Students who fail a second time will be dismissed
from the university.

Students must submit a copy of their approval of candidacy form, signed by the thesis committee signifying successful defense of
the thesis, to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies within one week after the oral examination. Instructions to submit this
form are located online at graduate.rice.edu/thesis EF. The original approval of candidacy form must be turned in when the thesis is
submitted.

PhD and DMA students must defend their theses before the end of the 16th semester of their enrollment at Rice. Master’s students
must defend their theses before the end of the eighth semester of their enroliment at Rice. Students who are unable to meet the
university time boundary for thesis defense may petition the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies or his/her designee for an
extension of time to defense. Students who exceed their time boundaries without an approved extension request will be charged a
fee of $125 for reinstatement to good standing. Students who exceed their time boundaries and do not receive an extension to their
time to defense are subject to dismissal by the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies.

Thesis Submission Regulations and Procedures

The thesis is the principal record of a student’s work for an advanced degree. Instructions for online thesis submission and
guidelines for thesis formatting are available at: graduate.rice.edu/thesis/ .

Candidates who successfully pass the oral examination in defense of the thesis must submit the thesis to the Office of Graduate
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and Postdoctoral Studies no later than six months from the date of the examination. If the thesis is not submitted by the end of the
six-month period, the “pass” will be revoked and an additional oral defense will need to be scheduled. Applications for an extension
without reexamination must be made by the candidate with the unanimous support of the thesis committee, endorsed by the school
dean, and approved by the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. Extensions of this six-month period for completion without
reexamination will be granted only in rare circumstances. Approved petitions for extension without reexamination received after the
6 month time boundary expired will be charged a fee of $125 for reinstatement to good standing.

Students must have the original signatures of each member of their thesis committee on two title pages of their dissertation.
Students submitting a dissertation for the PhD, DArch, or DMA must fill out a Survey of Earned Doctorates form. All students
submitting theses, whether for master’s or doctoral degrees, must complete a ProQuest/University Microfilms International (UMI)
publishing contract. Students must pay their thesis submission fee before submitting the thesis to the Office of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies for degree approval.

All theses are permanently preserved in Rice’s Institutional Repository and are available via scholarship.rice.edu B shortly after the
final submission of the thesis. In limited cases, a student’s advisor may request an embargo of six months, one year, or two years;
this is subject to approval by the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies or his/her designee.

Students have six months from the date of their defense to submit their thesis. However, in order to qualify for a given
commencement, they must meet the submission deadline for that commencement per the Academic Calendar. This date falls on
the last day of classes in the Fall and Spring semesters.
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Grades

Jump to:
Pass/Fail Option
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory
Audit
Grade Symbols
Grade Designations
Grade Points

See also Faculty Grading Guidelines and Syllabus Standards.

Minimum GPA

To remain in good standing, graduate students must maintain a cumulative grade point average (GPA) at or above the 2.67
minimum institutional threshold and any department or program thresholds. The term GPA must be at or above the 2.33
institutional threshold and any additional department or program thresholds. See also Academic and Judicial Discipline.

In addition to the minimum institutional cumulative GPA requirement of 2.67, students must achieve a 2.67 GPA among courses
required for their chosen program of study to graduate. Each department or program can identify and define stricter standards than
the institutional cumulative 2.67 minimum and institutional term 2.33 minimum, and should communicate these requirements in their
General Announcements Programs of Study listing.

Pass/Fail Option

Graduate students may not take a course pass/fail within their graduate degree requirements. Courses outside of their degree
requirements must be designated as pass/fail no later than the end of the 10th week of classes; however, a pass/fail course may
later be converted to a graded course by submitting the proper online form with the Office of the Registrar by the end of the second
week of the following semester. Students wishing to designate a course as pass/fail during the summer sessions should see
Registration During Summer Sessions.

Students should be aware that while a grade of P does not affect their Grade Point Average, a grade of F is counted as a failure
and is included in their GPA. Graduate students cannot use a course taken pass/fail toward a graduate certificate. Visiting Post
Baccalaureates cannot take courses on a pass/fail grading basis.For more information, see The Pass/Fail Option E7.

Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory

Satisfactory/unsatisfactory courses are those that do not use traditional grading procedures and instead assign a grade of S or U
rather than a letter grade. With S/U courses, instructors report the S if the student successfully completes the course, or the U if
they have not. Students should be aware that while a grade of S or U does not affect their grade point average, no credit will be
awarded if a grade of U is received. Courses with a grade of S will count towards total credits earned. Visiting Post Baccalaureates
cannot take courses on a satisfactory/unsatisfactory grading basis.

Audit

Students have the option of auditing courses. For auditing students, instructors report either the AUD or the NC grade symbol, the
AUD if the student met the audit requirements of the class, or the NC if they have not. There are no credit hours associated with
audited courses, and auditing a course does not affect a student's GPA. Request to audit a class or to change from audit to credit or
vice versa must be done by the end of the second week of the semester. (See Grade Designations AUD and NC below.)

Grade Symbols

Instructors are required to report a grade for all students whose names appear on the class roster. They grade their students using
the following conventional symbols: A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F.
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Grade Designations

Under certain circumstances, special designations accompany the student’s grade. These designations do not affect the grade
point average. The special designations include the following:

AUD (“Audit”)—This designation is only used for people auditing the course, and specifically where the auditing student has met
the audit requirements of the course. A grade designation of “NC” (No Credit) is given to students who do not meet the audit
requirements. There are no credit hours associated with an AUD grade designation. (See Audit above.)

INC (“Incomplete”)—Instructors report this designation to the Office of the Registrar when a student fails to complete a course
because of verified illness or other circumstances beyond the student’s control that occur during the semester. For an INC received
in the fall semester, students must complete the work by the end of the first week of the spring semester or an earlier date as
defined by the instructor, and instructors must submit a revised grade by the end of the second week. For an INC received in the
spring or summer semester, students must complete the work before the start of the fall semester or an earlier date as defined by
the instructor, and instructors must submit a revised grade by the end of the first week. If a grade is not submitted by the
appropriate deadline, the INC will be autmatically converted to a failing grade.

Students with an INC must be certain that tests, papers, and other materials affecting their grade or essential to completing a
course requirement are delivered by hand to the appropriate professor or office according to the timeline previously stated, for the
instructor to grade the documents and submit the final grade to the Office of the Registrar by the deadline. Loss or lateness
because of mail service is not an acceptable excuse for failing to meet academic deadlines. A student who receives two or

more INC in a semester may not enroll in the next semester for more than 14 semester hours. Students also should be aware that
they may be placed on probation or suspension when the INC is changed to a grade, either by an instructor or by default.

NC (“No Credit”)—This designation signals that no credit was granted for the course. It is used in situations where a person
auditing a course has not met the audit requirements of the course as defined by the instructor.

OT (“Other™)—Instructors report this designation to the Office of the Registrar when a student fails to appear for the final
examination after completing all the other work for the course. Students must resolve the matter, and instructors must submit a
revised grade, by the end of the first week of the spring semester or by the end of the fourth week after Commencement, whichever
is applicable. An OT awarded during a summer semester must be resolved and the grade submitted by the start of orientation
week. If a grade is not sumbitted by the appropriate deadline, the OT will be automatically converted to a failing grade. Students
should be aware that they may be placed on probation or suspension when the OT is changed to a grade, either by an instructor or
by default.

W (“Official Withdrawal from University”)—Students who officially withdraw from the university after the designated drop
deadline, the seventh week of classes, will receive a final grade of “W” for each course in which they were enrolled at the time of
withdrawal.

Students who officially withdraw from the university before the drop deadline will not receive the grade of “W” for any courses in
which they were enrolled for that semester. These courses will not be included on the official transcript.

W (“Late Drop with Approval”)—A student who receives approval from the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies to drop a
course after the designated drop deadline will receive a grade of “W” for that course. When requests for late drops are denied, the
Office of the Registrar records the submitted grade.

If a student drops a class before the designated drop deadline for the semester, the course will not be included on his/her official
transcript. Graduate students are reminded that the rule allowing new matriculants in their first semester at Rice to drop a class up
until the last day of classes applies only to undergraduates.

Grade Points

To compute grade point average, letter grades are assigned numeric values as follows:

A+ 4.33* c 200
A 4.00 Cc- 1.67
A-  3.67 D+ 1.33
B+ 3.33 D 1.00
B 3.00 D- 0.67
B- 267 F 0.00

C+ 2.33
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* Effective in Fall 2018 semester, the grade A+ will be worth 4.0, not 4.33, in calculating the GPA.

Grade Point Average Calculation—For each course carrying standard letter grades, the credit hours attempted and the points for
the grade earned are multiplied. The grade points for each course are added together, and the sum is divided by the total credit
hours attempted. Grade point averages are noted each semester on the student’s official transcripts. Courses taken on a S/U or
pass/fail basis are excluded from the grade point average calculation.
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Leaves, Interruptions of Study and Withdrawal

Jump to:
Short-Term Medical and Parental Release
Voluntary Separations
Involuntary Separations
Resignation
Nonenrollment Restrictions

There are two types of interruptions in study: short-term releases and separations. Both releases and separations may be either
voluntary or involuntary. Separations are periods of nonenrollment and require specific reinstatement or readmission processes.

Short-Term Medical and Parental Release

There are two types of short-term releases: medical and parental. Short-term releases can be up to six weeks in length.

If a graduate student cannot fulfill the duties of his or her appointment due to a medical emergency or the adoption or birth of a
child, the student may be temporarily released from their academic responsibilities.

Enrollment and stipend support may be continued for up to six weeks or until the appointment expires (whichever occurs first). A
student may apply for short-term medical or parental release at any time during the semester. Complete guidelines for obtaining a
medical or parental release are available at http:/graduate.rice.edu/leaves E. Students taking a voluntary short-term release
should make arrangements with their advisor and instructors to complete their academic responsibilities in a timely way.

The university may also insist on a student’s short-term medical release if, in the judgment of the dean of graduate and postdoctoral
studies, or her/his designee, the student has a serious medical or psychological condition that the student cannot effectively
address while enrolled or which is likely to be severely exacerbated by the Rice academic and/or living environment.

Students may not do degree work or work involving Rice faculty or facilities while on short-term medical release. Students returning
from a short-term medical release will be required to provide documentation that they are able to return to their studies.

Voluntary Separations

Voluntary separations include leaves of absence (generally one to two semesters in length) and withdrawals (medical and
nonmedical). Students on a leave of absence are not required to petition for readmission. Withdrawn students are eligible to
reapply. If students voluntarily withdraw for medical or psychological/psychiatric reasons, however, they must meet the readmission
conditions for a medical or involuntary withdrawal.

Leave of Absence—A leave of absence allows a student to take time off from their studies and later resume study without having
to petition for readmission to the university. Normally, students may take a leave of absence for no more than two consecutive
semesters. The semesters that a student is on leave do not count against the time to candidacy or the time to defense. They do,
however, count against time to degree.

A leave of absence is granted only by the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies on the recommendation of the department
chair and only to graduate students in good standing with the university. Students must obtain approval for a leave before the
beginning of the academic semester in which the leave is taken. Leave requests, endorsed by the department, must be received in

the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies prior to the first day of classes. (see Leaves &7)

Medical Leave of Absence—Students who take a leave of absence for medical/health issues must submit documentation of
treatment and demonstration of medical stability from their treating healthcare provider prior to returning from leave.

Students must pay a reinstatement fee of $125 on their return from an official leave.

Nonmedical Withdrawal and Readmission—Students who wish to withdraw from Rice during the semester, for any nonmedical
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reason, are to notify the chair of their academic department in writing (see Refund of Tuition and Fees). Failure to register before
the end of the fourth week of classes without a leave of absence granted by the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies
constitutes a de facto withdrawal.

Students who later wish to resume study after a voluntary or de facto withdrawal must petition for readmission to the university.
Petitions must be submitted to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies no later than August 1st for Fall, December 15th for
Spring and April 1st for Summer readmissions. The petition must include an academic plan devised in consultation with the
student's advisor, advising committee, or director of graduate studies (depending upon the graduate program's advising structure).
The semesters that a student is not enrolled do not count against the time to candidacy or the time to defense. They do, however,
count against time to degree. Readmission requires the recommendation of the department chair and the approval of the dean of
graduate and postdoctoral studies. Readmitted students must pay a readmission fee of $350.

Medical Withdrawal and Readmission—Graduate students may request a medical withdrawal from the university by applying in
writing to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies at any time during the semester, up until the last day of classes; the
withdrawal does not take effect until approved in writing. Email communication is considered to be “in writing.” Students considering
taking time off for personal reasons related to their wellbeing and mental health are also encouraged to contact the graduate affairs
manager or the Student Wellbeing Office B about the roadmap back to Rice. The Student Wellbeing Office serves as a liaison to
the medical readmission process during the separation process and when students are ready to return.

Graduate students who wish to seek readmission following a medical withdrawal must submit to the Office of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies a written petition for readmission no later than June 1 for the fall semester and November 1 for the spring
semester, and April 1 for summer semester after the medical withdrawal. This petition must include documentation of treatment
provided and demonstration of medical stability (usually six months); students may also be required to interview with the director of
the Rice Counseling Center or Student Health Services or their designees. The petition also must include an academic plan devised
in consultation with the student's advisor, advising committee, or director of graduate studies (depending upon the graduate
program's advising structure) and approved by the department chair. Detailed petition requirements can be found on the

Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies website &.

Students who withdraw for psychological reasons within the last five weeks of a semester are strongly encouraged to focus on their
wellbeing needs and will not be eligible to apply for immediate readmission the following semester. Students who withdraw for
psychological reasons while enrolled during the summer session are not eligible to apply for immediate readmission in the fall.

The semesters that a student is not enrolled do not count against the time to candidacy or the time to defense. They do, however,
count against the time to degree. Readmission requires the approval of the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies, and
readmitted students must pay a readmission fee of $350.

Involuntary Separations

Sometimes, the university will require a student to withdraw, which requires a specific readmission process. An involuntary
separation may result from a disciplinary and/or a medical reason.

The university may insist on a student’s involuntary separation from the university if, in the judgment of the dean of graduate and
postdoctoral studies or her/his designee, or, in the case of disciplinary action, of Student Judicial Programs, the student’s behavior
includes, but is not limited to, the following:

m Poses a threat to the safety or welfare of him/herself or other members of the Rice community;

m Has a serious medical or a psychological condition that the student cannot effectively address while enrolled or that is likely to
be severely exacerbated by the Rice academic and/or living environment;

m Demonstrates behavior that seriously interferes with the education of other members of the Rice community; behavior that
violates the Rice Code of Student Conduct, the Rice Honor Code, the Rice Sexual Misconduct Policy, the Rice Weapons
Policy; or other relevant policies, or behavior that otherwise requires disciplinary action;

= |s not able to continue functioning as a student.

An involuntary separation can be the result of an interim decision or a final decision. An interim decision is usually a summary
process that may result in a temporary separation.

A final decision comes after a process that includes notification, opportunity to respond, and opportunity to appeal. It can resultin a
suspension (i.e. temporary separation) or in an expulsion (i.e. permanent separation), as well as other sanctions.

Readmission following Involuntary Separations—Following an involuntary separation, graduate students who wish to seek
readmission must submit a written petition for readmission to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies no later than June 1
for the fall semester, November 1 for the spring semester, and April 1 for summer semester. Petitions for return following a medical
withdrawal must include documentation of treatment provided and demonstration of medical stability (usually six months); students
may be required to interview with the director of the Rice Counseling Center or Student Health Services or their designees. The
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petition also must include an academic plan devised in consultation with the student’s advisor, advising committee, or director of
graduate studies (depending upon the graduate program’s advising structure) and approved by the department chair.

Students who are involuntarily separated from the university for psychological reasons within the last 5 weeks of either the fall or
spring semester are not be eligible to apply for readmission for the following semester. Students who are withdrawn for
psychological reasons while enrolled during the summer session are not eligible to apply for immediate readmission in the fall; they
must wait to reapply for readmission for the spring semester.

Students taking time off due to an involuntary withdrawal are also encouraged to contact the graduate affairs manager or the
Student Wellbeing Office B about the roadmap back to Rice. The Student Wellbeing Office serves as a liaison to the readmission
process, during the separation process and when students are ready to return.

Students involuntarily separated from the university for violations of the Code of Student Conduct or other disciplinary reasons,
including honor code violations, must submit a petition to the Office of Student Judicial Programs and receive approval prior to
returning to the university or for the award of a degree (See Academic and Judicial Discipline).

The semesters that a student is not enrolled do not count against the time to candidacy or the time to defense. They do, however,
count against the time to degree. Readmission requires the approval of the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies, and
readmitted students must pay a readmission fee of $350.

Further information is available by contacting the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies E.

Resignation

A student may resign from the university by notifying the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies in writing. Resignation means
the student is withdrawing, is no longer a student at Rice, and will not return to Rice. A resignation becomes effective when
accepted by the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies. In general, if a student is under investigation for a potential Code of
Student Conduct violation or has charges pending under the Code, disciplinary proceedings will terminate upon acceptance of the
resignation by the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies. A student who resigns is not eligible to receive a degree from Rice,
even if the student has otherwise met all of the requirements for the degree.

Nonenrollment Restrictions

Students may not do degree work at Rice or work involving Rice faculty or facilities during any period of nonenroliment, except
during the period following successful oral defense prior to submission of the final thesis.

All separated students must return their student ID to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. All university keys must be
returned to the appropriate offices. Participation in student activities on and off campus and use of Rice facilities, including, but not
limited to, the student center, the playing fields, the recreation center, and the computer labs, are limited to enrolled students.

Separated students are expected to be away from Rice during the term of the separation. If the student is employed by Rice at the
time of separation, he or she must relinquish such employment or petition the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies for
written permission to continue the on-campus employment. Noncompliance with these requirements may delay or

prevent readmission.
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Registration

Jump to:
Drop/Add
Course Registration
Course Numbering System
Repeated Courses
Coursework Taken While an Undergraduate at Rice
Final Examination In Graduate Courses
Application for Degree

See also Academic Regulations.

Drop/Add

During the first two weeks of classes, students may change their registration, add or drop courses without penalty. After the second
week, the following conditions apply for adds and drops. Graduate students:

= May not add courses after the second week of classes, except in extenuating circumstances and with the approval of the
Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (a $75 penalty fee per course will be assessed). The student’s request to add a
course first must be supported and approved by the student’s advisor along with the course instructor and then forwarded to
the Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies for consideration.

» May drop courses through the seventh week without penalty.

= May not drop courses after the end of the seventh week of classes, except in extenuating circumstances and with the final
approval of the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (a $75 penalty fee per course will be assessed). The student’s
request to drop a course first must be supported and approved by the student’s advisor, the course instructor, the appropriate
department chair, and the school dean. Afterward, it should be forwarded to the Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies
for consideration. Students who receive approval to drop a course after the designated drop deadline will receive a grade of
“W” for that course.

Graduate students that drop a class after the second week should keep in mind that there is no refund of tuition, assuming the
student continues to be enrolled in at least one other class.

Course Registration

Currently enrolled students register in April for the fall semester and in November for the spring semester. Students are strongly
encouraged to meet with their advisor to discuss their courses for the upcoming semester. Please see the Drop/Add section below
for requirements for adding or dropping a course after the semester has begun.

Course Numbering System

Courses numbered 100-499 are generally considered undergraduate level, with the 100-299 sequence classified as lower-level
(freshman/sophomore) and the 300-499 sequence classified as upper-level (junior/senior). Courses numbered 500 and above are
generally considered to be at the post-baccalaureate or graduate level. Graduate and undergraduate students may, with
departmental approval, take certain courses outside their designated level.

Coursework Taken While an Undergraduate at Rice
Departments may consider counting courses taken by a student while an undergraduate at Rice as credit toward a master’s degree.
The following guidelines must be followed:

m The courses must be chosen from those that normally satisfy requirements for the advanced degree
= No course can be used simultaneously to satisfy both an undergraduate and a graduate degree requirement
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m Coursework taken as an undergraduate will not be converted to indicate a graduate level in the student’s academic history
until after the bachelor’s degree is awarded

m Coursework taken as an undergraduate does not indicate the student’s matriculation term for the graduate program—the
matriculation term will be the term the student officially enters the program as a graduate student after completing all
undergraduate requirements

m Regardless of the number of graduate courses taken at the undergraduate level, a student must spend at least one semester
(fall or spring) studying at Rice as a graduate student

Repeated Courses

Students may repeat courses previously taken, but the record of the first attempt (and grade) remains on the transcript, and both
grades are included in term and cumulative grade point average calculations. In most cases, if students repeat courses previously
passed, credit is awarded only once. For example, a student took HIST 117 and received a grade of B. The student then repeated
HIST 117 and received a grade of A. Both grades—the A and B—appear on the transcript and are included in his/her GPA;
however, he/she only receives three credits toward his/her degree. On the transcript, a repeated course is indicated by one of the
following values:

|- Included in GPA and earned hours
A- Included in GPA, but excluded from earned hours
E- Excluded from both GPA and earned hours

Some Rice University courses may be repeated for credit. They are specifically noted in the Course Offerings each semester. If a
course may be repeated for credit, each grade appears on the permanent record and is included in the grade point average.

If students repeat courses for which they have received either advanced placement or transfer credit, credit will not be counted. Nor
can credit be received twice for students transferring courses that repeat previous enroliment at Rice.

Students may not receive credit twice for cross-listed, equivalent, or graduate/undergraduate equivalency courses taken at the
same time. If the course is not repeatable, students may not receive credit for cross-listed, equivalent, or graduate/undergraduate
equivalency courses taken in different semesters.

Final Examination In Graduate Courses

Graduate courses, especially those with significant undergraduate student enroliment, should follow the guidelines for
undergraduate courses (see Final Examinations section) regarding scheduling of projects, papers, and finals during the last weeks
of classes, reading periods, and final exam periods. However, instructors have the discretion to modify those guidelines as
appropriate for their specific courses. Such modifications and the final schedule must be made clear at the beginning of the
semester.

Application for Degree

All students must complete and submit an Application for Degree Form available in ESTHER. This form is required for all students
who plan to complete their degree requirements at the end of the fall or spring semester. A late fee will be assessed for applying
after the deadline (please consult the semester-specific Academic Calendar for deadline).
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Courses taken at another accredited college or university are not automatically approved for transfer credit. Transfer credit is only

~ Graduate Students granted with the approval of the student’s major department. Transfer credits are subject to the following restrictions:

+ Introduction m Courses must be from a regionally accredited U.S. institution or an international institution officially recognized by that

+ Academic Opportunities country’s Ministry of Education or equivalent.
m The course must be recorded on an official transcript sent directly from the original institution to Rice or hand-delivered by the
- student in an official sealed envelope.

Procedures = The minimum grade for transferred credits is a C- or equivalent. Some departments or programs may set a higher standard.
m The major department must approve the credits.
m Students seeking transfer credit must submit an approved Graduate Request for Transfer Credit form to the Office of the

Academic Policies and

- Academic and Judicial Discipline

_ Academic Regulations and Good Registrar.
Standing

_ Candidacy, Oral Examinations Please note that all transferable credits will be converted to semester hours. In no instance will a course transfer in with credit
and Thesis greater than the semester hour equivalent originally earned for the coursework.

- Grades
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Veterans Information

Qualified veterans, dependents of deceased or disabled veterans whose death or disability is a direct result of their military service,
or dependents in receipt of transferred benefits from a veteran may be eligible for VA educational benefits under one of the
following programs while attending Rice University:

Chapter 30: Montgomery G.I. Bill-Active Duty/Discharged
Chapter 31: Vocational Rehabilitation

Chapter 32: Veterans Educational ssistance Program (VEAP)
Chapter 33: Post 9/11 G.. Bill

Chapter 35: Dependents Education Assistance

Chapter 1606: Montgomery G.|.Bill-Selected Reserve

Chapter 1607: Reserve Education Assistance Program (REAP)

At Rice University, veterans’ benefits are managed through the Office of the Registrar. This office assists all veterans and their
dependents who wish to receive Veterans Administration (VA) educational benefits

Please see http://registrar.rice.edu/students/veterans/ regarding the documentation required to obtain educational allowances from
the VA.

Veterans who are planning to attend the university should contact Rice University’s Veterans Affairs Representative at least two
months before the date of entry. Such time is required to expedite the processing of paperwork for educational allowances from the
VA.

For certification of benefits, students should have an enroliment of at least half time (4.5 credits for graduate students).

For additional information regarding other veterans’ educational programs, contact the Office of the Registrar at 713-348-4999 or
registrar@rice.edu.
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Clubs and Organizations

Jump to:
Office of Student Activities
Rice Student Volunteer Program
Intercollegiate Speech and Debate
Office of Multicultural Affairs

Office of Student Activities

The Office of Student Activities £, located in the Rice Student Center, oversees the activities of various campus wide student
organizations, student requests for facilities usage, and coordination of various leadership development programs.

In addition to managing the registration process, finances, and general advising for the 250 plus registered clubs at Rice University,
Student Activities provides direct advising to the following organizations:

Student Association (SA) £ - Undergraduate student government, including college presidents
Graduate Student Association (GSA) £7 - Graduate student government

Impact Rice Retreat (IRR) E7 - freshmen and sophomore leadership development retreat
Leadership Summit & - advanced leaders' retreat

Rice Program Council

The Rice University clubs are divided into eleven genres: Academic/Honorary, Cultural/International, Departmental GSA,
Environmentalism and Sustainability, Political, Recreational/Sport, Religious/Spiritual, Service, Social/Special Interest, STEM and
Visual/Performing Arts. Additional information about the clubs can be found online B. Student Activities also provides leadership
development opportunities in the form of Lunch and Lead Programs, the Impact Rice Retreat, the Leadership Summit, the Women
LEAD program, and the Club Development program.

A large number of student organizations address special student interests, such as the Black Student Association, the Hispanic
Association for Cultural Education at Rice, the Chinese Student Association, Rice Young Democrats, and Rice College
Republicans. There also are numerous sport related clubs such as sailing, rugby, volleyball, and soccer. Some of the special-
interest groups include a pre-med society, a pre-law society, and Habitat for Humanity.

Many organizations are associated with academic and professional disciplines, such as foreign language clubs, honor societies,
and student affiliates groups such as the American Chemical Society, the American Society of Civil Engineers, and the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers.

Student Activities also recognizes a number of religious and spiritual organizations. These include, but are not limited to, Chi Alpha
Christian Ministries, the Baptist Student Ministry, Catholic Student Association, Hillel Foundation, the Muslim Student Association,
and an Interfaith association. Many of these clubs are assisted by local clergy or staff, and form the Joint Campus Ministers.

The Clubs Office is located in the basement of the Rice Memorial Center and provides computers, workspace, storage, and a color
copier for club convenience.

Rice Student Volunteer Program

By heightening student awareness of community needs and generally raising social consciousness, the Rice Student Volunteer
Program (RSVP) has organized volunteer projects for Rice students, faculty, and staff since 1985. The largest event of each
semester is Outreach Day, a Saturday when approximately 500 students volunteer with more than 30 nonprofit agencies throughout
the Houston area, learning how to take thoughtful action to build a stronger, more just community. With an office in the cloisters of
the Rice Memorial Center, RSVP invites each student’s involvement as an officer, a college representative, a committee member, a
project organizer, or an interested participant in any RSVP event. To learn more about the programs sponsored by the Rice Student
Volunteer Program, visit http://www.rice.edu/rsvp E.

Intercollegiate Speech and Debate
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Consistently ranked in the top 10 nationally, the George R. Brown Forensic Society sponsors competition in the categories of
Individual Events, Lincoln-Douglas, and Parliamentary Debate. The society provides students with the chance to hone their public
speaking skills and to qualify for competition both at the American Forensic Association National Individual Events Tournament and
at the National Parliamentary Debate Championships. Recognizing the importance of developing strong communication skills, the
society has an open admission policy, inviting students with little or no previous experience as well as those with extensive high
school backgrounds to become members of one of the most successful teams at Rice. For more information on speech and debate,
please go to:www.ruf.rice.edu/~forensic/ &

Office of Multicultural Affairs

The Office of Multicultural Affairs (OMA) has, as its primary mission, coordinating and implementing comprehensive educational,
cultural and social programs designed to emphasize inclusiveness, while promoting intercultural dialogue, awareness and respect
for diversity. Through advocacy, cultural programs and education, OMA also helps students understand and appreciate racial,
ethnic, gender and other differences, while creating opportunities for students to challenge prejudice and expand their cultural
knowledge and appreciation. OMA utilizes its programming and support systems to provide an optimum developmental environment
where all members of the University community may develop to the highest level of their potential in an atmosphere free from
harassment and bias, thereby ensuring Rice's standing as an intellectually and culturally vibrant community. Cultural student clubs,
such as the Black Student Association, the Hispanic Association for Cultural Enrichment at Rice and the Rice Native American
Student Association, meet regularly with OMA to discuss programming logistics and other issues. OMA also directly advises
ADVANCE (Advancing Diversity and the Need for Cultural Exchange), a student club that hosts a weekly discussion on a topical
issue and organizes an annual cultural fair. Other programs for students under OMA include HARAMBE, (Swabhili for "working
together in unity" or "let's pull together") a group that seeks to create a unifying event for entering African-American students,
allowing them to build social and academic connections with peers, faculty, and staff, and FRESH, a group dedicated to forming
relationships through education, scholarship and heuristics at Rice. For more information about OMA, please visit this website 7.
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Disability Support Services

Located on the first floor of Allen Center, Disability Support Services coordinates campus services for individuals with documented
disabilities. For academic accommodations, adaptive equipment, or disability-related housing needs, Disability Support Services is
the campus resource for all students with disabilities. Information is maintained on scholarships, internships, and other programs
specific to students with disabilities. For more information, see the Disability Support Services website at http://dss.rice.edu E.
Students can schedule an appointment with the director of Disability Support Services by calling 713-348-5841.

Section 504/ADA Coordinator—The director of affirmative action serves as the Section 504/ADA coordinator at Rice University.

Concerns or complaints relative to disability issues should be directed to the Office of Affirmative Action & 205 Allen Center, 713-
348-4930.
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» Rights and Responsibilities A range of fellowships, scholarships, and assistantships are available at Rice. Most graduate students in degree programs requiring

a thesis are supported by fellowships or research assistantships.

» Non-Traditional Students
Rice Graduate Fellowships

+ Facult — ) S ) ) )
y Doctoral students with high academic records and strong qualifications receive support through Rice fellowships. In most cases,

these fellowships provide a stipend plus tuition for the nine-month academic period.
» Programs of Study

o ) Research and Teaching Assistantships
» Administration and Faculty

Usually funded from grants and contracts, research assistantships are available in many departments. Qualified students (usually
second-year or later) receive these awards to provide assistance on faculty research projects, work that usually contributes to the
student’s own thesis. In some departments, a limited number of teaching assistantships may be available to advanced students. In

+ Important Notices

most cases, these assistantships provide a stipend plus tuition.
Fellowship, scholarship, and assistantship recipients are selected by the individual departments, subject to the approval of the
Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. Students should send their applications for such awards directly to the department

involved.

To receive Rice fellowships, graduate tuition scholarships, or assistantship aid, students must be engaged in full-time graduate
study; part-time students and students who are not enrolled are not eligible for such aid.

Students receiving stipends from fellowships or assistantships may not accept any regular paid employment on or off campus
without the explicit permission of the department. Full-time students, whether receiving stipend support or not, may not accept paid
employment in excess of 20 hours per week.

Please see the Graduate and Postdoctoral Program website B+ for more information.

Summer Assistance

Graduate students may register for summer research hours at no charge.

01/03/2017
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However, with limited exception, tuition is charged for all other courses offered in the summer semester. As with fall and spring, the
Office of the Registrar manages the summer course schedule, and any questions on course offerings should be directed to that
office. Tuition waivers are not available for summer classes, even for students who receive full tuition waivers during the fall and
spring semesters.

Graduate students are eligible to apply for private educational loans if they are registered during the summer semester.

Loans

In addition to fellowships, scholarships, and assistantships, the Office of Financial Aid & offers assistance in the form of loans.
Interested students must file a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). If selected for federal verification, students may
also be required to submit copies of income tax transcripts and W-2's. The priority deadline to apply is May 15. (Loan assistance
through Rice is not available to Master of Liberal Studies students.)

To be eligible to apply for loans, graduate students must maintain satisfactory academic progress as defined by their departments.
Should a graduate student fail to make satisfactory academic progress, the student’s aid eligibility will be suspended. Graduate
students who enroll for less than 4.5 hours in a term will not be eligible for financial aid.

Loans cannot exceed the student's cost of education, as determined by Rice, minus other resources. Loans may be adjusted or
canceled due to changes in eligibility or other resources.

Federal Student Loans

These are loans made to students attending the university at least half time. Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loans and PLUS Loans
are available to all students regardless of need. Loan eligibility is subject to annual and lifetime borrowing limits; Federal Direct
PLUS Loans require a satisfactory credit check. In addition, loans cannot exceed the student's cost of education, as determined by
Rice, minus other resources.

Loan Counseling

Students who are recipients of federal student loans will be required to complete online loan entrance counseling before funds will
be credited to student accounts. Students also will be required to complete online exit counseling at the completion of a program of
study at Rice. Failure to complete online exit counseling will result in a transcript hold.

Private Loan Programs

Private loans are available to graduate and MBA students. These loans are not based on need but do require credit approval from
the lender and cannot exceed the student’s cost of education, as determined by Rice, minus other resources.

Special Loan Programs

A Gulf Oil Corporation Foundation Loan Fund and the Benjamin S. Lindsey and Veola Noble Lindsey Memorial Loan Fund are
available to help students working toward a degree meet their educational expenses; the funds are limited. Interested students may
contact the Office of Financial Aid E.

The Mary Lyn and Niles Moseley Loan Fund and the Professor John A. S. Adams, Sr., Memorial
Graduate Student Loan Fund

These funds provide financial assistance, in the form of loans, to graduate students at Rice University, with the exception of MBA
and MLS students. Students wishing to apply for such a loan should obtain an application from the Office of Student Financial
Services. Guidelines for the program are:

Individual loans are made for an amount not to exceed $2,000.

Loans are made for a period of up to one year and, upon request, may be renewable annually.

The interest rate applicable to these loans is determined by the university.

Graduate students must be enrolled on a full-time basis to be eligible to apply for a loan and must maintain full enrollment
during the full term of the loan.

Upon completion, applications are submitted to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies for approval.

Loans are available during the full course of the academic year.

Loans must be repaid in full before graduation.

Registration, transcripts, and diplomas will be held for students and former students who are in arrears on these loans.

For more information, visit http:/graduate.rice.edu/mosleyadams.


http://financialaid.rice.edu/
http://financialaid.rice.edu/
http://graduate.rice.edu/mosleyadams

2016-2017 General Announcements 119 of 923

01/03/2017

Emergency Loan Fund

Established through gifts from the Graduate Wives Club of 1972-73, the Graduate Student Association, and various faculty
members, this fund makes available emergency loans to help graduate students at Rice with short-term needs. Loans are limited to
$500 and must be repaid within 90 days. In lieu of interest, a charge of 2% of the principal loan is assessed to maintain the fund.

Student On Campus Employment

Opportunities for employment are available to students during the academic year. Students are eligible to work under either the
Federal Work-Study Program or the Rice University Work Program. Students interested in employment should access the Office of
Financial Aid & webpage.

Deferred Payment Plan

Rice offers a deferred payment plan to enable families to finance students’ educational costs. This plan divides each semester’s
charge over four installments. Details are available to eligible students each semester at the time of billing. Students arrange for
deferred payment through the Cashier’s Office.

Satisfactory Academic Progress

Federal regulations (CRF § 668.34) require that graduate students demonstrate satisfactory academic progress toward completion
of their degree to continue to receive federal and state financial aid. In addition to meeting the standard for receiving financial aid,
students must also meet the academic standards of Rice University.

Satisfactory academic progress is comprised of three areas as required by federal regulations. A student must complete their
degree within a specified period that does not exceed 150% of the published length of the program, demonstrate they are making
progress towards the completion of their degree by successfully completing 66% percent of all attempted courses, and meet the
minimum cumulative GPA requirement for the program in which they are enrolled. This regulation applies to each financial aid
applicant, whether a previous recipient or not.

Credits counted in the maximum time are all attempted credits (even when not a financial aid recipient). Attempted credits include:

Earned credits — Passed (A through D-), Satisfactory (S)
Repeated courses

Withdrawal

Failures — Failed (F), Unsatisfactory (U)

Incomplete

All accepted transfer credits toward the degree program

If a student fails to meet the satisfactory academic progress standards by the end of the academic year, the student will be placed
on Financial Aid Suspension and will not be eligible for aid until the satisfactory academic progress standards are met.

Appeal—Students are allowed to appeal their Financial Aid Suspension in cases of the death of a relative, an injury or iliness of the
student, or other special circumstances. Students must submit a letter discussing why the student failed to make satisfactory
academic progress, and what has changed in the student's situation that will allow the student to demonstrate satisfactory academic
progress at the next evaluation. Supporting documentation (doctor’s letter or academic plan) must accompany the appeal letter and
must be submitted to the Office of Financial Aid & prior to the beginning of the subsequent term. The Appeals Committee will
review appeals on a case-by-case basis.

If an appeal is approved by the Appeals Committee, the student will be placed on financial aid probation and may receive financial
aid for one probationary semester. At the end of the probationary semester, the student must meet the satisfactory academic
progress standards or meet the requirements of an approved academic plan developed by the student’s department or program.

Financial Aid after Academic Suspension—Students who have been suspended by the university for academic reasons need to
be aware that if they are readmitted, they may not be eligible for financial aid based on their prior academic performance. Students
who are petitioning for readmission are advised to contact the Office of Financial Aid B to determine their aid eligibility.

Return of Title IV Funds

Students who receive federal funds as part of their aid packages and do not complete the academic term may be subject to
returning a portion of those funds. Contact the Office of Financial Aid & for information about policies and procedures regarding the
return of Title IV funds.

Other Fellowships, Honors, and Prizes

Provisions are made for a variety of fellowships, scholarships, and prizes available to graduates of this and other universities.
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Memorial fellowships that have been founded and endowed by gift or bequest on the part of friends of Rice University provide

stipends enabling the holders to devote their time to study and research in their chosen fields. There also are several industrial
fellowships maintained by companies interested in the development of technical fields and the training of competent scientists,
engineers, and business executives.

Persons desiring consideration for appointment as fellows should consult with the department in which they wish to do research.
However, not all fellowships are available every year.
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Graduate Student Government

Graduate Student Association

All full-time students in graduate programs are members of the Graduate Student Association (GSA). The mission of the GSA is to
enrich the graduate student experience and to represent, support, and promote graduate student interests and values. An integral
and essential part of the Rice community, the GSA provides programs and services aiding in recruitment and retention of graduate
students, represents graduate student interests to the University administration, and builds a strong sense of community both on
and off campus.

The GSA represents all graduate students and is comprised of two branches: the Council and the Executive. The Council consists
of representatives from all departments who serve as the voting body for the graduate students. The Executive is led by the
president, internal vice president, external vice president, secretary, and treasurer, and these positions are elected by the Council.
Graduate students also participate in university affairs through their representatives on many standing and ad hoc university
committees, such as the Graduate Council, the Research Council, and various department committees.

One function of the GSA is to promote academic, professional, and personal development of graduate students. The association
accomplishes this by supporting professional development opportunities, alumni networking, and well-being programs for students.
Another function of the GSA is to encourage social interaction among graduate students from different departments and cultures.
To that end, the association organizes a variety of social activities, including picnics, intramural sports, and volunteer opportunities,
that are open to all members of the graduate student body. For more information on the Graduate Student Association, see
gsa.rice.edu Er.

School and Department Graduate Student Associations

A second strata of graduate student governance on campus are the specific GSAs of schools and departments who represent
particular concerns and interests of students to the deans, to the chairs, and to the larger GSA. Each school and/or department is
encouraged to develop its own governing structure to advocate for graduate concerns and initiatives at Rice.
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Graduate Student Life

Housing for Graduate Students

Graduate students have three different housing facilities: Rice Graduate Apartments, Rice Village Apartments, and Morningside
Square Apartments. All three properties are within walking distance from the campus, and also provide easy transportation to and
from campus and all shopping needs on the weekend through a shuttle service. They also provide social activities and events to
help students take a break from their studies. Each community is unique in its own way and provides a broad living environment.
For all property information, please visit http://campushousing.rice.edu/graduate .

Rice Graduate Apartments is a garden style complex located just north of campus on Bissonnet. The community includes quick and
easy access to campus, study rooms, laundry facilities, bike rooms, two courtyards, and recreational areas. Electronically controlled
access gates for pedestrian and vehicular paths are provided. ADA accessible units are available to students requesting reasonable
accommodations. Each apartment is furnished with a bed, desk, desk chair, night stand, chest of drawers, and a bookshelf. In
addition, each unit includes basic cable, water, and Wi-Fi Internet. Housing is assigned through a lottery, with a high placement rate
given to incoming graduate students. For further information, visit the website above, call 713-348-GRAD (4723), or email
gradapts@rice.edu.

The Morningside Square Apartments is a two-story 1950’s building located in a quiet neighborhood adjacent to Rice Village on
Shakespeare Street at Morningside Drive. The community is a short walking distance to campus, restaurants, and shopping areas.
The bedrooms are furnished with a bed, desk, desk chair, chest of drawers, and a nightstand. Basic cable TV is provided and on-
site laundry is available. Controlled access gates for pedestrian and vehicular use are included. Family housing is available and
apartments are assigned according to availability to fully enrolled graduate students. Call 713-348-4050 or email

msapts@srice.edu for further information.

The Rice Village Apartments is a four-story contemporary style community located on Shakespeare Street across from Morningside
Square Apartments and within a short walk of the Village. It offers four ADA accessible units for students requesting reasonable
accommodations, and also offers family housing. Each unit offers appliances equipped with Energy Star efficiency to conserve
energy and protect the environment. In addition, it is furnished with a dresser, nightstand, desk, chair, and bed. Basic cable, Wi-

Fi Internet, and water also are included. The laundry facility has a system that can email alert you when your laundry is done. Other
amenities include common areas, study rooms, a recreational area, bike room, and a community herb garden. Controlled security
access is provided by a keyless front door using either a biometric fingerprint or a key fob system. Housing is assigned through a
lottery, with a high placement rate given to incoming graduate students. For more information, call 713-348-4050, or email
rvapts@rice.edu.

For more information regarding services and resources for graduate students, please visit http://graduate.rice.edu/studentlife .
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Health, Counseling and Wellbeing

Jump to:
Health and Wellness Support Services Fee
Student Health Services
Health Insurance
Wellbeing and Counseling Center Services
Sexual Violence Prevention and Support

Health and Wellness Support Services Fee

By paying an annual Health and Wellness Support Services Fee, all students gain access to the Student Health Services B¢, Rice
Counseling Center B and the Student Wellbeing Office E¥. Detailed information on the care and services each provide is available
from these centers. The Health and Wellness Support Services Fee is a required fee for all enrolled students, except those in
"away" status. See Away Status for more information.

Student Health Services

Student Health Services, an outpatient medical clinic, is located in the Morton L. Rich Health Center. The clinic is staffed by primary
care physicians, nurses, and ancillary support staff. More information can be found at health.rice.edu .

Clinic hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, during fall and spring semesters. For after-hours and weekend
medical care, students may choose among a number of local clinics and hospitals (guidance on self-care as well as local healthcare
options can be found on the website). Students must pay for all medical care outside the clinic’s purview, including blood tests, x-
rays, and outside physician consultations. Should such medical care be necessary, students are urged to review their insurance
coverage and pick the best available option.

Care at the clinic is arranged through appointment at 713-348-4966. In emergencies, students should call the Rice University Police
Department Er at 713-348-6000.

The clinic is open full time from the first day of Orientation Week until the day before commencement. It is closed during
Thanksgiving and the winter break. The clinic also is open for reduced hours during the summer months.

The Student Health Service provides the following:

Medical care for iliness and injury with referrals to specialists when needed
Maintenance of health records for all students

Immunizations and other preventive services

General information for all students

Contraceptive counseling and routine Pap smears

Allergy shots (students must provide serum after a specialist allergy workup)
Physical examinations

Confidentiality for Health Services

The Student Health Service physician—patient relationship is a confidential one. Medical records will be released only on receipt of
written authorization from the student or as required by law or when the patient poses a significant risk to herself or himself or
another person. Physicians with Student Health Services are considered confidential employees under Title IX, meaning that should
a student wish to speak about domestic or sexual violence or stalking with their physician, his/her information is confidential and will
not be released without their expressed written consent. The only exception to this is for students under the age of 18.

Health Insurance

All registered students are required to maintain health insurance coverage, compliant with the Affordable Care Act, while enrolled at
Rice University with the exception of visiting post baccalaureates, auditors, and students enrolled in the part-time Masters of Liberal
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Studies program through the Glasscock School of Continuing Studies.

Students are required to either enroll in the Rice student health insurance plan, administered by Aetna Student Health, or complete
an online waiver application demonstrating comparable insurance coverage. Every eligible student will have an Insurance Hold
placed on their account until they have actively enrolled in insurance coverage or submitted a waiver. Once a student enrolls or
waives coverage, the tuition bill will be updated based on the selection. Insurance and waiver applications, as well as specific dates
for enrolling, frequently asked questions, and more can be found on the Rice Student Insurance website:
http://studenthealthinsurance.rice.edu & .

Fall semester students who do not complete an enrollment or waiver application by September 2nd will be automatically enrolled in
the annual insurance plan. The deadline to enroll or waive for the spring semester is January 20th. Please note the automatic
enrollment process does require additional processing time. The premium amount will not be prorated. Once enrolled in coverage,
students are unable to cancel coverage for any reason.

For questions concerning the Rice plan, please contact studentinsurance@rice.edu or call (713) 348-5544.

NOTE: If you waive coverage in the fall, you are still expected to have ACA compliant insurance coverage for the spring. If you
experience a qualifying life event and need to enroll in coverage mid-year, please email studentinsurance@rice.edu.

International students that have an F1 or J1 visa are subject to the Rice University International Student Health Insurance Policy.
For more information on the policy, please visit the OISS website E¥. Here students will find detailed information concerning the
approved alternative insurance option through Student Assurance Services (SAS), as well as application and rate information.

Wellbeing and Counseling Center Services

Center contact information

The Wellbeing and Counseling Center provides confidential counseling treatment as well as wellbeing case management services
and Title IX support for graduate and undergraduate students. The Center also provides mental health and wellbeing related
education for the student body. The Wellbeing and Counseling Center is located in the Barbara and David Gibbs Recreation and
Wellness Center. The Center is open Monday - Friday from 8:30a.m. to 5:00p.m. Walk-ins are available during business hours. For
appointments contact the Wellbeing and Counseling Center at 713-348-3311 (24/7) or visit http://wellbeingandcounseling.rice.edu/
2 for more information. In emergencies, students should call the Rice University Police Department £ at 713-348-6000.

General information about counseling

The Rice Counseling Center addresses students’ psychological needs with various programs and services. Services are
confidential. Student information is not released to anyone without the student's written consent. There are no costs for Counseling
Center services.

Typically, students who use the counseling services bring with them very common concerns: roommate problems, breakup of a
relationship, academic and/or interpersonal anxiety, family problems, difficulties adjusting to Rice, or confusion about personal
goals, values, and identity. Counselors are equipped to handle a variety of issues, including substance abuse, eating disorders,
sexual assault and relationship violence, depression, and the coming-out process. Rice Counseling Center offers both individual
and group counseling, as well as educational workshops and programs.

When students need long term or specialized counseling or treatment, counselors refer them to an outside provider. The students,
or their health insurance, must pick up these costs. All students who have paid the Health and Wellness Support Services Fee are
eligible for initial assessment sessions, consultations, crisis intervention, and educational programming. Individual or group
counseling may also be available, if appropriate.

Students who have worked with a mental health professional prior to enrolling at Rice are encouraged to make contact with the Rice
Counseling Center prior to coming to Rice. This will allow the student to make arrangements for a continued care plan. This plan
may involve working with the Rice Counseling Center or working with the center to find a suitable off-campus provider.

The Rice Counseling Center can be contacted at 713-348-3311 and at http://wellbeingandcounseling.rice.edu/rccir. The Rice
Counseling Center provides the following services:

m Psychological crisis intervention, on a walk-in emergency basis during regular office hours or by phone at any time, 24 hours a
day, by calling 713-348-3311. This includes after hours and weekends.

Brief initial assessments, in person to quickly receive information about a situation and assign an appropriate counselor
Short-term individual and couples counseling

Group therapy and support groups

Medication consultations with the center’s psychiatrist for students in counseling at the center

Other consultations (e.g., how to make a referral or how to respond to a friend in distress)

Educational programming (e.g., various presentations on mental health issues)


http://oiss.rice.edu/
http://wellbeing.rice.edu/
http://rupd.rice.edu/
http://wellbeingandcounseling.rice.edu/rcc/
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Confidentiality for counseling

Rice Counseling Center services are confidential; information about a student is not released without the student’s written consent.
Before entering a therapeutic relationship with a counselor, students may review and discuss confidentiality with their counselor,
ask all necessary questions, and be certain they understand how confidentiality will be applied in their case. As detailed in RCC’s
treatment agreements, state law does not extend confidentiality to several circumstances, including where (1) there is risk of
imminent harm to the student or others; (2) the counselor has reason to believe that a child or an elderly or handicapped person is,
or is in danger of, being abused or neglected; (3) a court order is issued to release information; or (4) the counselor suspects that
the student has been the victim of sexual exploitation by a former health care provider during the course of treatment with that
provider. In addition, RCC sometimes provides de-identified information to administrative officials who are in a need-to-know
capacity. In some cases the terms of the treatment engagement with RCC may require a student to share assessments,
diagnoses, or treatment plans from non-Rice treating professionals with Rice counselors.

Therapists with Rice Counseling Services are considered “confidential” employees under Title IX, meaning that should a student
wish to speak about domestic or sexual violence or stalking with their therapist, their information is confidential and will not be
released without his or her written consent. The only exception to this is for students under the age of 18.

General information for wellbeing case management

The Student Wellbeing Office provides case management services and supports students who have experienced wellbeing
challenges that may be impacting their personal and/or academic goals and overall success at Rice. Wellbeing case managers
connect students to university resources and procedural options to help students during their enroliment. When students decide to
take time off to focus on their well-being needs, the office works with them and serves as a liaison to the medical readmission
process when students are ready to return. The Student Wellbeing Office also coordinates with the Rice Counseling Center to
provide mental health and wellbeing related education for the student body. The Student Wellbeing Office is located in the Barbara
and David Gibbs Recreation and Wellness Center. For appointments or more information, contact the Student Wellbeing Office at
713-348-3311, wellbeing@rice.edu or at http://wellbeingandcounseling.rice.edu/ E7.

General information about Title IX Support

Rice encourages any student who has experienced an incident of sexual, relationship, or other interpersonal violence, harassment
or gender discrimination to seek support. There are many options available both on and off campus for all students, regardless of
whether the perpetrator was a fellow student, a staff or faculty member, or someone not affiliated with the university. Students
should be aware when seeking support on campus that most employees are required by Title IX to disclose all incidents of non-
consensual interpersonal behaviors to Title IX professionals on campus who can act to support that student and meet their needs.
The therapists at the Rice Counseling Center and the doctors at Student Health Services are ‘confidential’ employees, meaning that
Rice will not be informed about the incident if a student discloses to one of these Rice staff members. Rice prioritizes student
privacy and safety, and only shares disclosed information on a need-to-know basis. Students who have been accused of committing
interpersonal violence or harassment can also seek support under Title IX. The student will be assigned a Title IX Resource
Navigator who will assist the student through the process.

Privacy for wellbeing case management and Title IX Support

Wellbeing staff follow FERPA B guidelines. These staff members may inform others on the campus who have a legitimate
educational interest in knowing about a student’s general situation in order to perform their work to address the safety of the student
or the community. This includes contacting a student’s emergency contact(s) in the event of a health and safety emergency.
Wellbeing staff are considered ‘responsible’ employees under Title IX, meaning that should a student wish to speak about domestic
or sexual violence or stalking with their staff member, the staff is required by law to report the information to a Title IX Coordinator
who may assign a Title IX Navigator to assist the student, including helping the student choose the best path for him or her.
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Tuition, Fees and Expenses

Jump to:
Graduate Programs
MLS Graduate Program
MAT Graduate Program
Jones School MBA
MBA/PSM Program
Jones School MBA for Professionals (Evening)
Jones School MBA for Professionals (Weekend)
Jones School MBA for Professionals Extended
Jones School MBA for Executives
Away Status
Reduced Tuition
Health Insurance
Late Payment Fees
Refund of Tuition and Fees
Refund for Credit Balance on Student Accounts
Part-Time Students
Delinquent Accounts
Special Charges

Tuition and fee charges for graduate students are billed to students each semester. Students must pay the charges in full by the
due date or enroll in a payment plan to avoid a late payment fee. Payment plans are only available at the beginning of a new term.
Fall semester bills are due August 10. NOTE: Student accounts will not be charged until they have registered for classes (with the
exception of first-time students). Students who register July 25 through the Add/Drop deadline on the Registrar's Academic
Calendar must pay by September 10 to avoid a late payment fee.

Spring semester bills are due January 10. Students who register December 19 through the Add/Drop deadline on the Registrar’s
Academic Calendar must pay by January 30 to avoid a late payment fee.

Payments made in person must be received by the Cashier’s office no later than 4pm on the payment due date. Payments made
online via credit card or e-check must be made no later than 11:59pm on the payment due date.

Tuition and fees for all graduate students for academic year 2016-17 are:

Tuition Hour Semester / Annual /
Reduced* Reduced*
Graduate Programs
) $30,200 /
Architecture 1,678 $15,100 / $839*
$ $ $ $1,678*
27,490 /
Shepherd School of Music $1,528 $13,745/ $764* $
$1,528*
Professional Master's in Natural Science
Entered Fall '14 $1,612 $14,500 $29,000
Entered Fall '15 $1,667 $15,000 $30,000
Entering Fall '16 $2,000 $18,000 $36,000
Professional Master's in Engineering $2,223 $20,000 $40,000
$21,610/ $43,220 /
All oth duate student 2,402
other graduate students $ $1.201* $2.402*
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(unless waiver has been approved)

Spring: $1528
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Jones School PhD $21,610 $43,220
Required Fees

Graduate Student Association $22 $44
Student organization fund $4 $8
Honor Council $1 $2
Humanities GSA (School of Humanities only) $2.50 $5
Health and Wellness Support Services Fee (no spouses) $243 $486
**Health Insurance - student premium only Fall: $941 $2469

Master's of Liberal Studies and Postgraduate Program $2,750

Required Fees Session Annual
MLS student activity fee $42

Graduate Student Association (annual max $44) $22 $44

(unless waiver has been approved)

Master of Arts in Teaching $2,750
Required Fees Semester Annual
MAT student activity fee $42 $84
Graduate Student Association $22 $44
**Health | - student i | Fall: $941

ealth Insurance - student premium only all: $ $2460

Spring: $1528

(unless waiver has been approved)

Year 1 will be at the Professional Masters in Natural Science rate for Entering Fall "16 (Year 3

Entering Fall '16 $26,500 $53,000
Required Fees

Graduate Student Association $22 $44
Student organization fund $4 $8
Honor Council $1 $2
Health and Wellness Support Services Fee (no spouses) $243 $486
Jones School student activity fee $100 $200
Jones School material fee $1,066 $2,132
Jones School admission administrative fee - $225

new students - Fall only

**Health Insurance - student premium only Fall: $941 $2469

Spring: $1528

Entered Fall '15

will be locked into this same rate) $18,000 $36,000
Year 2 will be at the MBA Entering Fall '17 TBD TBD
Required Fees Year 1

Graduate Student Association $22 $44
Student organization fund $4 $8
Honor Council $1 $2
Health and Wellness Support Services Fee (no spouses) $243 $486
**Health Insurance - student premium only (unless waiver has been approved) .FaII: $941 $2469

Spring: $1528

Required Fees Year 2 (Entering Fall '17) TBD TBD
Required Fees Year 3 (Entering Fall '18) TBD TBD

$95,500

Entering Fall '16

$98,500

Required Fees

Jones School MBA for Professionals Student Activity Fee

$50 per
semester




2016-2017 General Announcements 128 of 923

01/03/2017

**Health Insurance - student premium only Fall: $941 $2469
(unless waiver has been approved) Spring: $1528

Jones School MBA for Professionals (Weekend)

Entered Fall '15 $99,000
Entering Fall 16 $102,000
Required Fees
50 per
Jones School MBA for Professionals Student Activity Fee $50p
semester

**Health Insurance - student premium only Fall: $941 $2469
(unless waiver has been approved) Spring: $1528

Jones School MBA for Professionals Extended

1,825 per
Entering Fall '16 $1,825 pe
credit
1,769 per
Entered Fall '"15 $ P i
credit
) Fall: $941
**Health Insurance - student premium only i $2469
. Spring: $1528
(unless waiver has been approved)

Jones School MBA for Executives 2-Year Rate
Entered Fall '15 $111,000
Entering Fall '16 $115,000

Required Fees

**Health Insurance - student premium only Fall: $941 $2469
(unless waiver has been approved) Spring: $1528

Away Status

Graduate students pursuing their studies outside of the Houston area (graduate students on “away” status) must be registered and
pay tuition. Humanities students in away status must pay the Humanities GSA fee. Students on away status must carry health
insurance. With these exceptions, graduate students in away status are exempt from the other required fees listed above.

* Reduced Tuition

After 10 semesters of full-time study in one doctoral degree program (excluding the summer semesters), continuing students may
be eligible for a reduced tuition rate. A semester of full-time study is defined as a fall or spring semester in which at least 9 hours of
credit are earned. Students in the Shepherd School of Music and the School of Architecture are eligible for reduced rate tuition after
six semesters of full-time study.

** Health Insurance

All students, full time or part time—including those on away status—must carry health insurance. For further information, visit
the Health Insurance section.

Late Payment Fees

Late payment fees will be assessed monthly at the rate of 1.5% of the unpaid balance due on the e-bill. Any account with a past due
amount will be charged a late payment fee. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Refund of Tuition and Fees

Students who withdraw during the first two weeks of the semester are not charged tuition or fees for that semester. Students who
withdraw during the third week must pay fees and 30 percent of the semester's tuition, receiving a 70 percent refund. The amount of
the refund drops by 10 percent at the beginning of each successive week that passes before withdrawal until the ninth week, after
which no refund is made. Federal regulations require a refund calculation for all students receiving Title IV funds. The length of time
during which a refund must be calculated is up to 60 percent of the payment period (semester). If a student withdraws on or before
the 60 percent point in time, a portion of the Title IV funds awarded to a student (Federal Perkins Loan, Unsubsidized loans or
Federal PLUS Loans) must be returned, according to the provisions of the Higher Education Act as amended. The calculation of the
return of these funds may result in the student owing a balance to the university and/or the Department of Education.

Fees and special charges are not refunded for students withdrawing after the second week of classes in a semester. Similarly,
students withdrawing or taking leaves of absence in the spring semester do not receive any refund of fees paid for the full year.
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Refund for Credit Balance on Student Accounts

If you have a loan or federal money disbursed on your student account and you have a credit balance on your student account, the
Casbhier’s office will automatically process a refund for you. Please know that there are certain charges that cannot be paid with
loans or federal money such as printing, library fines, citations, etc. Therefore, your refund may be more than the credit balance on
your student account resulting in a due balance for the charges not paid by the loan or federal money.

If you do NOT have a loan or federal money on your student account and you have a credit balance, you must submit a request for
refund. Please click here B to submit your request.

Refunds are processed on Mondays and Thursdays. If you are NOT set up to receive your refund by direct deposit, a check will be
mailed to your mailing address on record in Esther. JPMorgan Chase prints and mails paper check refunds every Tuesday
afternoon for the previous week’s requests. So please know it can take from 5 to 10 business days to receive your check in the
mail. Therefore, the quickest way to receive a refund is by direct deposit and funds should appear in your bank account within 5
business days. You may find instructions on the Cashier’'s website 7 on how to set up what is called an eRefund in Bill Payment
Suite for direct deposit by clicking How to Tutorials-Bill Payment Suite .

Part-Time Students

Students must receive approval from their department to enroll with a course load of fewer than nine hours. Approval must be
received and the course schedule must be adjusted within the first two weeks of the semester. Students with part-time approval
and a course load of fewer than nine hours will be charged at the per-hour rate plus a part-time registration fee. There are no
refunds for part-time enrollment or for students whose course load drops below nine hours after the first two weeks of the semester.

Delinquent Accounts

Students in arrears on their financial obligation to Rice as of the last day to add courses for any semester may be withdrawn. The
university will not issue certificates of attendance, diplomas, or transcripts at any time for a student whose account is in arrears.

Students who have not made satisfactory arrangements with the Cashier for payment of current charges may be withdrawn from

the university. Accounts not settled by the first day of classes incur a late payment penalty and are subject to a billing hold that
prevents those students from dropping or adding classes.

Special Charges

Special Courses—Courses that require additional charges are noted on the Cashier's website E. In some cases the associated
charges may be in lieu of Rice tuition and/or required fees.

Audit fee: All others (per course)

Late registration Il (see academic calendar)

Visiting Post Baccalaureate application fee _

Visiting Post Baccalaureate late registration fee

Late application for graduation fee $75

*kk

Summer Health and Wellness Support Services Fee

Diploma mailing fee: Domestic

Diploma fee: facsimile

Letter of standing



https://riceuniversity.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_06goIlF7tWCP3O5
http://students.rice.edu/students/Rice_University_Cashiers_Office.asp
http://students.rice.edu/Standard.aspx?id=2147484509
https://students.rice.edu/Standard.aspx?id=2147484535
http://registrar.rice.edu/calendars/
http://registrar.rice.edu/calendars/
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Readmission fee: graduate students

Reinstatement fee: graduate students - following leave of absence

Replacement ID: faculty, staff, students, and dependents

Graduate application fee

Jones School application fee—all EMBA programs

Late course change fee (add/drop)

130 of 923

$85

$75

Student only $49.50 $49.50
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Access to Student Records

Notification of Rights under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law designed to protect the privacy of, and limit access to,
student education records. The law affords students the following rights with respect to their education records:

1. the right to inspect and review the student’s education records within 45 days after the date Rice University ("Rice") receives a
request for access;

2. the right to seek amendment of the student’s education records that the student believes are inaccurate, misleading, or
otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy rights under FERPA,

3. the right to provide written consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information ("PII", as defined by law) contained in
the student’s education records, except to the extent FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent;

4. the right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by Rice to comply with the
requirements of FERPA. The name and address of the federal office that administers FERPA is: Family Policy Compliance
Office, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave. S.W., Washington, DC 20202.

Inspect and review records: A student should make written request to any offices that maintain student education records,
identifying the record(s) the student wishes to inspect. Though not exhaustive, as a guide for students, this is a list of the primary
offices that maintain student education records: Office of the Registrar, Office of the Dean of Undergraduates, Office of Graduate
and Postdoctoral Studies, Office of Student Judicial Programs, Office of Admission, Office of Financial Aid, Center for Career
Development, Office of Student Activities, Office of Academic Advising, Office of International Students and Scholars, Cashier’s
Office, and departmental offices. The appropriate Rice official will make arrangements for access and notify the student of the time
and place where the records may be inspected. If the records are not maintained by the Rice official to whom the request is
submitted, that Rice official will advise the student of the correct official to whom the request should be addressed.

Amendment of records: Any questions, problems, or written requests for amendment of records should be submitted to the Office
of the Registrar. A student requesting to amend a record should clearly identify the part of the record the student wants changed
and specify why it should be changed. If Rice decides not to amend the record as requested, Rice will notify the student in writing of
the decision and of the student’s right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment. Additional information regarding the
hearing procedures will be provided to the student when the student is notified of the right to a hearing.

Disclosure of information: As permitted by FERPA, Rice reserves the right to publish or release the following directory
information without prior consent.

-

. Name, permanent, local, mailing and campus address, telephone and mobile number(s), campus email address(es), and
instant messenger address(es)

. Date and place of birth

. Classification and major and minor fields of study

. Participation in officially recognized activities and sports

. Weight and height of members of athletic teams

. Dates of attendance, degrees and awards received

. The most recent previous educational agency or institution attended by the student

. Photographic image

0 N O b WN

Students who would like Rice to withhold this directory information may do so by logging in to ESTHER, clicking Personal
Information, clicking Release or Withhold Directory Information, and indicating that the information should be withheld. Thereafter,
Rice will withhold access to, or release of, the student’s directory information until further written instruction is received. For more
information regarding FERPA, please visit the U.S. Department of Education’s website E.

FERPA permits the disclosure of Pll from students’ education records, without consent of the student, if the disclosure meets
certain conditions found in 34 C.F.R. §99.31 of the FERPA regulations. Except for disclosures to school officials, disclosures related
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to some judicial orders or lawfully issued subpoenas, disclosures of directory information, and disclosures to the student, Section
99.32 of the FERPA regulations requires the institution to record the disclosure. Eligible students have a right to inspect and review
the record of disclosures. A postsecondary institution may disclose PII from the education records without obtaining prior written
consent of the student —

m To other school officials, within Rice whom Rice has determined have legitimate educational interests and require this
information in order to perform instructional, supervisory, advisory, administrative, or other duties for Rice. These school
officials include faculty, research personnel, staff (including law enforcement unit personnel and health staff), trustees, or
students serving on official committees (such as disciplinary or grievance committees) or assisting another school official. A
school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an educational record in order to fulfill his or
her professional responsibility to Rice. This includes contractors, consultants, auditors, attorneys, collection agents,
volunteers, or other parties to whom Rice has outsourced institutional services or functions, provided that the conditions listed
in §99.31(a)(1)(1)(B)(1) - (a)(1)(i)(B)(2) are met. (§99.31(a)(1))

m To officials of another school where the student seeks or intends to enroll, or where the student is already enrolled if the
disclosure is for purposes related to the student’s enroliment or transfer, subject to the requirements of §99.34. (§99.31(a)
(2)) Disclosures may be made and information forwarded by Rice without prior notification to the student.

m To authorized representatives of the U. S. Comptroller General, the U. S. Attorney General, the U.S. Secretary of Education,
or State and local educational authorities, such as a State postsecondary authority that is responsible for supervising the
university’s State-supported education programs. Disclosures under this provision may be made, subject to the requirements
of §99.35, in connection with an audit or evaluation of Federal- or State-supported education programs, or for the enforcement
of, or compliance with, Federal legal requirements that relate to those programs. These entities may make further disclosures
of PIl to outside entities that are designated by them as their authorized representatives to conduct any audit, evaluation, or
enforcement or compliance activity on their behalf. (§§99.31(a)(3) and 99.35)

= In connection with financial aid for which the student has applied or which the student has received, if the information is
necessary to determine eligibility for the aid, determine the amount of the aid, determine the conditions of the aid, or enforce
the terms and conditions of the aid. (§99.31(a)(4))

= To organizations conducting studies for, or on behalf of, the school, in order to: (a) develop, validate, or administer predictive
tests; (b) administer student aid programs; or (c) improve instruction. (§99.31(a)(6))

= To accrediting organizations to carry out their accrediting functions. (§99.31(a)(7))

m To parents of an eligible student if the student is a dependent for IRS tax purposes, though Rice limits such information to
financial details of the student’s enrollment. (§99.31(a)(8))

m To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena. (§99.31(a)(9))

m To appropriate officials in connection with a health or safety emergency, subject to §99.36. (§99.31(a)(10))

= Information the school has designated as “directory information” above and pursuant to §99.37. (§99.31(a)(11))

m To a victim of an alleged perpetrator of a crime of violence or a non-forcible sex offense, subject to the requirements of
§99.39. The disclosure may only include the final results of the disciplinary proceeding with respect to that alleged crime or
offense, regardless of the finding. (§99.31(a)(13))

= To the general public, the final results of a disciplinary proceeding, subject to the requirements of §99.39, if the school
determines the student is an alleged perpetrator of a crime of violence or non-forcible sex offense and the student has
committed a violation of the school’s rules or policies with respect to the allegation made against him or her. (§99.31(a)(14))

m To parents of a student regarding the student’s violation of any Federal, State, or local law, or of any rule or policy of the
school, governing the use or possession of alcohol or a controlled substance if the school determines the student committed a
disciplinary violation and the student is under the age of 21. (§99.31(a)(15))

For further information regarding Rice’s policy on student education records, please contact the Office of the Registrar.

Rice University

Office of the Registrar—-MS 57
6100 Main Street

Houston, TX 77005-1892
Email: registrar@rice.edu
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Code of Student Conduct

The Office of Student Judicial Programs oversees the judicial system and enforces the Code of Student Conduct, which governs the
administration of student order and discipline, and may participate in Title IX investigations. The Code of Student Conduct applies to
all students, including undergraduate, graduate, and transfer students; those enrolled in professional and Continuing Studies
programs; and visiting students, Visiting Post Baccalaureates, second degree students, and auditors, from the time they arrive on
campus for orientation until their degree is conferred or they have permanently left Rice. Organizations also are subject to this
Code. All enrolled students also are subject to Rice University policies, rules, and regulations.

Alleged violations of university or college rules are handled in accordance with the Code of Student Conduct. Students may appeal
decisions as described in the Code of Student Conduct. Rice retains ultimate authority in all matters of discipline and over all
actions that affect its educational function or the safety and wellbeing of members of the university community. The Code is not
intended to—and does not—confer any contractual rights on any individuals involved.

The Code of Student Conduct can be found here 7.

After Rice's grievance process has been exhausted and documented, students may also pursue an external complaints process.
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Dispute Resolution

Jump to:
Petitions and Appeals
Petitions
Appeals
Guidelines Regarding Petitions and Appeals
Grievances
Problem Resolution

Petitions and Appeals

Graduate students may petition for exceptions to academic requirements, regulations, and judgments. A course requirement is an
example of an academic requirement. Allowed time to degree is an example of an academic regulation. Course grades and
dismissals from programs are examples of academic judgments. If a petition is denied, one level of appeal is allowed.

Petitions

In general, petitions will be handled at the lowest appropriate level. A petition regarding requirements, regulations, or judgments of
a graduate program will be handled at that level, that is, by the program. Such petitions need to follow procedures established by
these programs. A petition regarding University requirements, regulations, or judgment must be submitted to the Office of Graduate
and Postdoctoral Studies; such a petition must be accompanied by a recommendation from the program. When the program’s
recommendation is negative, or when the petition requests a major exception—for example, an extension of allowed time to degree
by more than 1/2 semester—the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies may also obtain the recommendation of the school

overseeing the program (when relevant) and the Graduate Council with regard to such petitions.

Petitions for exceptions to academic requirements, regulations, and judgments should be viewed as unusual, rather than typical.
Extensions of various time limits, such as time to candidacy or time to defense, will not be granted routinely. See Candidacy, Oral
Examinations and Thesis. Students requesting such extensions have to document the unusual circumstances justifying their
request, demonstrate their academic progress towards the goal, and provide a concrete plan for meeting the goal within the
requested extension.

Petitions regarding academic decisions must be submitted in writing within 15 days from the time that the student knew or should
reasonably have known of the decision being petitioned, or within 15 days after an informal effort to resolve the situation has not
been successful. Petitions seeking exceptions to academic requirements or regulations should be submitted in writing at least 30
days before the requirement or regulation takes effect. For example, a petition to extend allowed time to degree should be
submitted at least 30 days before the deadline in effect. Late petitions may be dismissed, except for unusual situations when a
delay is found justifiable by the unit receiving the petition. Petitions must be acknowledged in writing immediately upon their receipt
by the receiving unit. Email communication is considered to be “in writing.”

Appeals

If a petition is denied, a student (or other parties affected by the decision) is allowed only one level of appeal. In general, the appeal
process will be resolved at the lowest level possible. When the petition is decided at the department level, the appeal must be
submitted to the school. When the petition is decided at a school level, the appeal must be handled by the Office of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies. When the petition is decided by the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, the appellant may submit an
appeal to the Provost. An appeal must be submitted within 15 days from receipt of the decision that is being appealed. Late appeals
will be dismissed, except for unusual situations when a delay is justified. Appeals must be acknowledged in writing immediately
upon their receipt by the receiving unit. Email communication is considered to be “in writing.”

Guidelines Regarding Petitions and Appeals

All petitions and appeals should indicate the requirement, regulation, or judgment that is the subject of the petition/appeal, the
specific exception requested, and the grounds for the request. Additionally, an appeal must indicate why the decision involving the
earlier petition was incorrectly decided. Grounds for a petition/appeal could be procedural errors by academic or administrative
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personnel or special circumstances found to be mitigating by the unit receiving the petition/appeal. Disagreement over evaluation of
academic quality will not be considered as an appropriate basis for petitions/appeals unless the evaluation is found to be patently
unreasonable by the unit receiving the petition/appeal. Petitions involving a violation of University policy or improper conduct by
University personnel will be handled as grievances (see Grievances below).

Petitions and appeals should be resolved within 30 days of their submission. When such resolution cannot be achieved within 30
days, students will be informed of the delay before the 30 days are over. A resolution of the petition or appeal must be achieved
within 60 days. A lack of resolution of a petition within 60 days is an acceptable cause for an appeal.

An academic program directly managing graduate students must establish a standing Petitions, Appeals, and Grievances
Committee. A petition concerning a graduate program regulation by a student will be handled by a committee consisting of at least
three faculty members. The committee must be independent of the cause for the petition. Members of a student’s thesis committee
must not participate in the handling of a petition by the student. (The department chair or dean may appoint ad-hoc members to the
committee to ensure independence of the committee.) The committee will conduct an investigation of the circumstances and reach
a decision regarding the petition. Their written report to the graduate director, and the chair (or dean) will describe the
circumstances, the decision, and the rationale for the decision. The graduate director or chair (or dean) will convey the final decision
to the student and include the committee report. (Redaction from the report is allowed to protect the privacy of other students.) In
case of decisions by the faculty members of a graduate program acting as a committee of the whole, petitions will also be
considered by the Petitions, Appeals, and Grievances Committee, which will reconsider the decision in view of the information
provided in the petition. This committee may choose to bring the matter back for consideration by the faculty members of the
academic program, acting as a committee of the whole. Petitions regarding University requirements, regulations or judgments
submitted to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies may be handled by the dean or her or his designee. The dean may, at
her or his discretion, handle these in a similar manner by enlisting the assistance of a subcommittee of the Graduate Council, which
will submit its report to the chair of the Council and to the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies.

An appeal handled by a school may be handled by the school dean or by an associate dean. The handling officer may convene an
ad-hoc faculty committee or establish a standing committee. An appeal handled by the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies
may be referred to a subcommittee of the Graduate Council, composed of three faculty members (representing diverse disciplines
within the university) and a graduate student. Such committees must be independent of the cause for the petition. In general,
officers or committees handling the appeal should not try to substitute their judgment for that of the unit handling the petition.
Rather, their task is to consider whether the petition was handled appropriately, whether all relevant circumstances have been
considered, and whether University policy has been appropriately interpreted and applied. Nevertheless, a petition decision may be
overturned if the officer or committee handling the appeal finds the petition decision to be patently unreasonable.

All time frames in this procedure refer to academic calendar days, and exclude mid-term, inter-term and summer recesses. This
exclusion does not apply to a student who is enrolled during the summer. All petitions and appeals, as well as responses to
petitions and appeals, must be in writing. Email communication is considered to be “in writing.” Academic units should archive
copies of all email communications pertaining to petitions and appeals.

Grievances

Grievances are different from petitions and appeals. Petitions and appeals involve exceptions to academic requirements,
regulations, and judgments. A grievance is a complaint regarding inappropriate conduct by other students, faculty members, or
staff. Inappropriate conduct encompasses both inappropriate personal conduct, such as sexual harassment, as well as
inappropriate official conduct, such as violation of University policies. Specific policies exist to address grievances based on
discrimination or sexual harassment and these policies must be followed in situations involving these issues. Grievances against
another student may be raised with the director of student judicial programs and addressed under the Code of Student Conduct. In
other cases, a student may present a grievance in writing at the lowest appropriate level, typically the department or school. If a
satisfactory resolution is not obtained at that level, the student may appeal the outcome of the grievance by presenting the problem
at the next administrative level, such as the school, Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, provost, or president. Grievances
against non-faculty staff members may also be brought to the employee relations director in Rice’s Human Resources office Er.

The procedures for handling grievances are analogous to those for handling petitions and appeals. Students submitting grievances
must so indicate in their submissions.

Problem Resolution

During the course of graduate studies, problems that do not fall under the category of grievances, described above, may arise in the
relationship between a graduate student and his/her program or his/her advisor. Students should attempt to resolve such problems
by informing the appropriate faculty members and working together to resolve the problem. When attempts to resolve the problem
informally are unsuccessful, the following problem-resolution procedure will be used:

1. The student will submit the problem in writing to the graduate program chair, who will then attempt to resolve it.
2. If the student remains unsatisfied, the problem will be presented to a committee of the program for resolution. This committee
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will be a standing committee and not the student’s own thesis/dissertation committee. Both the student and the program chair
will submit a written record of their views to this committee.

3. If the student remains unsatisfied, the problem will be referred to a standing subcommittee of the Graduate Council and
composed of three faculty members (representing diverse disciplines within the university) and a graduate student, with the
dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies as an ex-officio member. A written report of proceedings at stage 2 will be
presented to the chair of Graduate Council for forwarding to the subcommittee, along with all other written materials generated
during the investigation. The decision of this subcommittee is considered final.

The time frame for handling problem resolution is similar to that for handling petitions, appeals, and grievances. Students may seek
guidance on any of these procedures through discussions with the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies &

After Rice's grievance process has been exhausted and documented, students may also pursue an external complaints process.
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Student Responsibility

The university expects all Rice students to exercise personal responsibility over their actions. Their behavior should reflect a respect
for the law and for their contractual obligations, a consideration for the rights of others, and shared standards of considerate and
ethical behavior.

Students are responsible for knowing and following all information, policies, and procedures listed in this General Announcements.
Questions should be directed to the appropriate office or administrator.

Rice utilizes e-mail as an official form of communication and sends correspondence to a student’s Rice email address. Students
should frequently check and maintain their Rice email inbox. Failure to do so does not relieve students of the responsibility to act or
respond in a timely manner to official notices sent via email.

Rice encourages self-discipline, recognizing that effective student government, including judicial processes, and the integrity of the
honor system depend on the willingness of all students to meet community standards of conduct.

The university, however, reserves the right to insist on the withdrawal of any student whose conduct it judges to be clearly
detrimental to the best interests of either the student or the university. The appropriate authorities take such action only after careful
consideration.

No individual or group may use the name of the university or one of its colleges without prior approval of the university or the
college.

Teaching Assistant Responsibility

Individuals appointed as teaching assistants must abide by the policies stated below.

TA Policy

Teaching assistants are graduate students who help faculty with the delivery of courses. Services provided by teaching assistants
include, but are not limited to, grading, monitoring, leading labs and/or discussion sessions, offering office hour assistance to
students, and performing clerical tasks associated with course instruction.

Teaching assistants are supervised by the course instructor of record and are subject to established departmental policy.

Although they are not members of the faculty, teaching assistants are expected to conform to the same standards of conduct in the
performance of their academic duties as are members of the faculty and shall respect the rights and opinions of students and
uphold the academic standards of the University.

Teaching assistants are subject to the guidelines stated in the University Amorous Relationship Policy & as well as the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) .

When serving in the role of a teaching assistant, graduate students are considered responsible employees under the University Title
IX Policy E. As a responsible employee of Rice University, once a teaching assistant knows about any incident of sexual assault,
harassment, relationship violence, stalking, or another non-consensual interpersonal behavior, Rice Title IX personnel need to know
so they can act to support the student and keep our community safe. You can gain access to the Title IX Resource Navigator,
Student Wellbeing, and the Rice Counseling Center by calling 713-348-3311. If a student wants to make a report through the
university, wants Title IX accommodations without making a report, or isn't sure what to do, also call 713-348-3311 or extension
3311 on campus.

If the student wants to make a report through the legal system or is considering making a report, or needs immediate assistance,
call the Rice University Police Department (RUPD) 713-348-6000 or extension 6000 on campus.
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Auditors

Any interested person may audit one or more courses at Rice by securing permission of the instructor and by registering as an
auditor with the Office of the Registrar. Detailed instructions to apply as an auditor can be found on the Office of the Registrar’s
website.

Upon completion, the audited course will appear on the student’s transcript with a grade of either “AUD” or “NC” (see Grade
Symbols). There are no credit hours associated with audited courses, and auditing a course does not affect a student's GPA.

During the fall and spring semesters, and/or during the summer sessions, an audit fee of $915 per course per semester is charged
for the privilege of auditing (see Cashier's website). Rice alumni may audit a course at a reduced rate, $470 per course per

semester.

A request to audit a class to change from audit to credit or vice versa must be done by the deadlines as posted in the Academic
Calendar for the applicable semester.

Current Rice students will find more information regarding auditing in the undergraduate and graduate sections.

Please note that financial assistance is not available for auditing students.
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Second Four-Year Bachelor’'s Degree for Rice Alumni

Rice alumni with a Rice bachelor's degree have the option of earning a second four-year bachelor's degree at Rice in a different
discipline. In addition to being in a different discipline, the second degree must also be a different bachelor's degree from the one
already held; for example, the holder of a BA degree may pursue course work leading to the BS or BMus degree.

Rice alumni with a Rice bachelor's degree desiring to earn a different four-year bachelor’'s degree must:

m Be accepted for the major by the major department

m Fulfill all requirements for the second degree

m Complete at least 30 additional semester hours at Rice (must include two full-time fall and/or spring semesters) upon their
return to Rice and beyond their first bachelor’s degree (these hours are applied to the second degree)

The entire undergraduate record for these students continues cumulatively. Those seeking admission to this program should
complete the Second Four-Year Bachelor's Degree Application available on the Office of the Registrar & website. This application
should include a written statement specifying the proposed major and course program for the second degree, a supporting letter
from the chair of the major department, and an explanation of the student’s reasons for returning to Rice for a second degree. This
letter of application and paperwork should be submitted to the Office of the Registrar no later than August 1 for the fall semester
and November 1 for the spring semester.

Eligible students considering this option should note that coursework completed at Rice as visiting students can only be applied to
the second degree with the approval of the major department for that degree. Additionally, coursework completed at Rice as Visiting
Post Baccalaureates can only be applied to the second degree with the approval of the major department for that degree and the
dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies.

Financial Aid

Students seeking information about financial aid available to participants in the second four-year bachelor's degree program should
contact the Office of Financial Aid &

Second Four-Year Bachelor's Degree for Current Rice Undergraduates

Currently enrolled undergraduates who have not yet completed their first bachelor's degree and desire to concurrently earn a
second four-year bachelor's degree, also known as a dual degree, should reference the Dual-Degree Requirements on the
undergraduate Graduation Requirements page.
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Summer Sessions for Visiting Students

Rice’s Summer Sessions offers courses for credit to Rice students, visiting undergraduates, and visiting post baccalaureates.
Students can choose to take courses in combined summer sessions. Current Rice students follow the same registration policies
and procedures that are in place for the fall and spring semesters and can find more information in Registration During the Summer
Sessions.

Resources

m For a schedule of summer sessions, please refer to the Academic Calendar.
m For course offerings, please refer to courses.rice.edu.
m For information related to the Summer Sessions, please see http://registrar.rice.edu/students/summersessions/.

Enrollment Process for Visiting Students

To apply, students will need to submit the following materials to the Rice University Office of the Registrar. Applicants will be notified
as soon as possible of acceptance or nonacceptance:

m Visiting Student Application

m Dean of Students Recommendation Form (visiting undergraduates from other institutions only)

= Application fee of $100. This must be paid online on the OTR Fees website and may be paid by credit card or electronic
check.

= Course deposit of $200/course (payable by check or money order to Rice University)

m Official college transcript from all colleges or universities attended

m Official final high school transcript (waived if attended a college/university in the previous Spring semester) All transcripts must
be mailed in and will not be accepted by fax or email.

= Proof of Meningococcal Vaccination Record or Waiver (required if under the age of 22)

Guidelines

Tuition is due in full at registration before the beginning of classes.
Enrollment in courses during the summer sessions carries no implications for regular admission to Rice.
Visiting students wishing to enroll in summer session online courses for Rice credit must be residents of the State of Texas.

Visiting students may not take courses on a pass/fail basis.

It is essential that students follow the deadlines listed on the summer school website at
http://registrar.rice.edu/students/summersessions/ and the Academic Calendar. Students may apply after the deadline (but before
the start of classes) by paying a late fee. Courses that do not generate enroliments sufficient to cover their costs may be canceled.

Visiting Auditors

Auditors of summer school courses, who are considered visiting students, are charged the following rates: Rice alumni pay an audit
fee of $470 per semester, and all other visiting students are charged $915 per course per semester for the privilege of auditing.

Applicants who wish to audit must follow the enrollment process for non-Rice students as listed
at http://registrar.rice.edu/students/summersessions/, and also submit a Visiting Student Audit form, complete with the instructor’s
signature for each course that you wish to audit. Applicants will be notified as soon as possible of acceptance or non-acceptance.

For more information, including tuition and registration information, students should contact the Office of the Registrar at 713-348-
4999, via email at summercredit@rice.edu, or online at http://registrar.rice.edu/students/summersessions/.
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Visiting Post Baccalaureates

Students with this standing at Rice have an undergraduate or graduate degree from an accredited college or university and are
taking courses at Rice for credit but not in a specific degree program. Students interested in taking courses not for credit should
audit the courses. (See Auditors.)

Applicants must have a 3.00 (B) or better grade average in the previous undergraduate or graduate program. Registration requires
the permission of the course instructor or department chair and approval by the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies. Visiting
Post Baccalaureates must register for at least three hours and cannot take courses on a pass/fail basis. Visiting Post
Baccalaureates must receive at least a B for all classes taken or they will not be allowed to remain in the program.

Students may not use courses taken under this arrangement to fulfill the requirements for a Rice degree unless and until they have
been accepted into a degree program by an academic department. Former Visiting Post Baccalaureate students may request that
their department allow up to three courses taken as Visiting Post Baccalaureates to count toward their graduate degree. Once
approved by the department, the student must also obtain the approval of the dean of graduate and postdoctoral studies.

Applications for Visiting Post Baccalaureate Program

Applications are available from the Office of the Registrar £ upon request. Official transcripts from all colleges and universities the
student has attended should be mailed directly by the institutions to the Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. Students who
were previously Visiting Post Baccalaureates must complete a new application (without transcripts) for each such semester. All
application materials are due by the workday nearest to July 15 for fall semester courses and November 15 for spring semester
courses. No late applications are accepted.

Individuals applying as Visiting Post Baccalaureates for the summer term should apply to enroll in Rice's Summer Sessions.

Tuition and Fees for Visiting Post Baccalaureate Program

Tuition and fee information can be found on the Cashier's Website. If a class fills with degree students, instructors may drop Visiting
Post Baccalaureates up to the end of the second week of class. In that case, the tuition (less the nonrefundable application fee) will
be refunded. If a Visiting Post Baccalaureate withdraws, drops, or adds classes, the same rules regarding grades, refunds,

and applicable fees apply as for degree seeking graduate students. There is no refund for dropping a class after the second week,
as long as the student stays enrolled in at least one other class. Pro-rated refunds for withdrawals are according to the deadlines
listed on the academic calendar. Please visit the Summer Sessions for Visiting Students page for information pertaining to summer
sessions.

Please note that financial assistance is not available for Visiting Post Baccalaureate students.
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Visiting Undergraduate Students

Students who wish to spend a semester or a year at Rice taking courses for credit to be applied toward their undergraduate degree
at another school may apply for admission as visiting students through the Office of Admission E¥. The student’s application should
be accompanied by the $75 application fee, an official high school transcript, an official transcript of college work to date, an SAT or
ACT score, and recommendations from the dean of students and a faculty member who has taught the student within the past
academic year. Visiting student applications are available on the Admission website ¥ and should be submitted by March 15 for the
fall semester.

Visiting students are assigned membership to one of the residential colleges during their stay and are charged the same fees as
other undergraduates. In classes where enroliment is limited because of space or other considerations, candidates for Rice degrees
have priority over visiting students for registration.

Visiting students may apply to transfer to Rice only after having left Rice for at least one semester.

Please note that financial assistance is not available for visiting students.

Last Revised : August 12, 2016

General Announcements

©2015 Rice University

01/03/2017

Rice Home

6100 Main MS-10, Houston, Texas 77005-1827 Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77251-1892

Web Services University Calendar Rice A-Z Maps-Directions Feedback

val7


http://www.rice.edu/
http://www.rice.edu/catalog/archive.shtml
http://admissions.rice.edu/
http://futureowls.rice.edu/futureowls/Visiting_Student.asp
http://www.rice.edu/
http://webservices.rice.edu/
http://events.rice.edu/
http://www.rice.edu/search/query.php?tab=sitemap
http://futureowls.rice.edu/futureowls/Driving_Directions.asp
mailto:vpaa@rice.edu
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_students/
http://ga.rice.edu/UG_students/
http://ga.rice.edu/GR_students/
http://ga.rice.edu/GR_students/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_students/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_auditors/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_seconddegree/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_summersessions/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_visitingppostbac/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_visitingundergrad/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_students/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_auditors/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_seconddegree/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_seconddegree/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_summersessions/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_summersessions/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_visitingppostbac/
http://ga.rice.edu/NT_visitingundergrad/
http://ga.rice.edu/faculty/
http://ga.rice.edu/faculty/
http://ga.rice.edu/administration/
http://ga.rice.edu/administration/

2016-2017 General Announcements 147 of 923

% RICE

| | searcHGA |

Previous Editions

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 2016-2017

2016-2017 > Faculty > Faculty Grading Guidelines

» Undergraduate Students

+ Graduate Students

+ Non-Traditional Students

- Faculty

- Faculty Grading Guidelines
- Non-Traditional Coursework

- Syllabus Standards

» Programs of Study

» Administration and Faculty

* Important Notices

01/03/2017

Faculty Grading Guidelines

Jump to:
Academic Progress Reviews for Graduate Students

The Committee on Examinations and Standing has drawn up the following guidelines on grading. Additional information is available
in both the undergraduate and graduate student sections under the heading of "Grades."

m The evaluation of the student’s performance in a course and a decision on the appropriate grade is the responsibility of the
designated instructor or instructors in the course.

m No student should be given an extension of time or opportunities to improve a grade that are not available to all members of
the class, except for verified illness or justified absence from campus. No course assignments may be due between the last
day of classes and the first day of the final examination period.

= Students in independent study courses are not to be allowed an extension beyond the time when grades are due. Faculty are
to submit grades at the end of the semester for such students based on work completed during the semester. The instructor
directing the independent study assumes responsibility with the student for ensuring that the work undertaken is appropriate to
the span of a semester and for determining the degree credit to be received.

m The basis for grading and the expectations on all written assignments or tests should be clearly explained to the class in
advance, preferably in writing at the beginning of the semester. The instructor should explain clearly which assignments or
homework are covered by the honor system and which are not. To prevent allegations of plagiarism on written assignments,
students should be warned that all direct and indirect quotations from other sources should be properly acknowledged. The
instructor should explain the extent to which the student’s paper is expected to be independent of the references and clearly
distinguishable from them.

m Instructors should be willing to give any student an explanation of his or her grade as consistent with the grading for the rest of
the class. For this reason, the committee urges the faculty to preserve all examinations and written material not returned to
students, as well as grade records, for at least the following semester so that students may, if they wish, review with their
instructor the basis for the grade received.

m Instructors may not change a semester grade after the grade has been submitted to the Office of the Registrar, except when
there is a clerical error in calculating the grade. This is a long-standing university rule of which the faculty are reminded by the
Office of the Registrar at the end of each semester. It is designed, in part, to protect the faculty from student pressure for
grade changes. All other grade changes, including retroactive change to withdrawal, incomplete, or other, must be approved
by the Committee on Examinations and Standing on the basis of a written petition from the student and on information from
the instructor.

= There is no university requirement that a final examination be given in a course. It is university policy that final examinations
that cover more than the material since the last examination, that are the only exam in the course, or that are comprehensive
of the entire course may be given only during the final examination period. Such examinations may not, for example, be
labeled “tests” and administered during the last week of classes. Final examinations normally are of three-hour duration.
Faculty who, under exceptional circumstances, wish to give longer examinations may do so only if the exam is scheduled as
take-home. Under no circumstances may final exams exceed five hours.

= First-year undergraduate students receive mid-semester grades around the eighth week of the fall and spring semesters so
that they can, if advisable, seek academic assistance or drop a class for which they may not be prepared. Faculty who teach
first-year students in any of their classes will be asked to submit grades of standing for these students during the seventh
week of the semester and should schedule the grading of tests, quizzes, or homework assignments accordingly. These
grades are not recorded on the student’s transcript nor calculated in the grade point average, but they are important indicators
for students and their faculty advisors.

m Departments using teaching associates, adjunct professors, or visiting faculty of any kind should make sure these teachers
are familiar with Rice grading procedures. A regular faculty member who is well-versed in the grading guidelines should be
assigned to assist such instructors.

The chair of the Committee on Examinations and Standing, the Office of the Dean of Undergraduates, or the Dean of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies will be glad to advise any faculty member faced with exceptional circumstances that may justify special
consideration. Students may petition the committee or, for graduate students, their department chair concerning the application of
these guidelines. Suspected or possible violations of the honor system should be submitted to the Honor Council.

Academic Progress Reviews for Graduate Students
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Graduate programs must establish mechanisms for tracking, reviewing, and documenting academic progress of graduate students
on an ongoing basis and must provide graduate students a written assessment of their academic progress at least annually. In
some graduate programs this ongoing progress review is carried out by a student's thesis committee, while in others it is carried out
by a standing faculty committee. Although a student's supervisor plays an important role in reviewing the student's academic
progress, the responsibility for conducting the review process lies with the program and requires the involvement of additional
faculty members in the program. For graduate students who are primarily engaged in coursework, for example, professional
master's students, the transcript is an adequate form of written assessment.
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Courses tailored for individual students provide a valuable opportunity for them to pursue an academic or professional interest
» Graduate Students under the supervision of a Rice faculty member. Such courses are typically titled as independent study or research, directed
reading, or internships. Although the organization of these courses is quite variable, they are subject to the same basic
* Non-Traditional Students requirements as other course offerings. In particular:
- Faculty m The subject matter and intellectual level of the course must be appropriate for Rice.
= The instructor of record must hold a regular faculty appointment at Rice. This instructor is responsible for submitting the final
- Faculty Grading Guidelines grade, in consultation with the student's immediate supervisor, if appropriate.

= The course must have a written syllabus that meets published Rice Syllabus Standards. In addition, the syllabus must include

- Non-Traditional Coursework o . o )
a description of anticipated activities and topical content.

- Syllabus Standards m Credit hours assigned are subject to the same amount-of-work considerations as other courses. Credit hours will be awarded
in accordance with the Rice credit hour guidelines ¥ and fixed at the time of registration.
+ Programs of Study = All Registrar deadlines for registration, add/drop, completion of course work, and grade submission must be met.
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2016-2017 > Faculty > Syllabus Standards

» Undergraduate Students Syllabus Standards

Faculty members and course instructors are required to provide a course syllabus to students on or before the first day of class.
The syllabus should be uploaded into ESTHER, and may additionally be distributed in hard copy and/or on OWL-Space. For
archiving purposes, updated versions of the course syllabus can be uploaded into ESTHER through the end of the semester. Each
syllabus must include the following instructions:

+ Graduate Students

+ Non-Traditional Students

- Faculty

-

Instructor’s name, office number, and email address

- Faculty Grading Guidelines 2. Office hours or a statement of either an “open-door” policy or hours by appointment

- Non-Traditional Coursework

3. Overall course objectives and expected learning outcomes
- Syllabus Standards ! P 9

+ Programs of Study 4. Grade policies

+ Administration and Faculty 5. Absence policies

. 6.  Listof ired text
» Important Notices stotrequired fexts

7.  Special materials required for the class, if any
8.  Number of required examinations and papers
9.  Statement of expectations regarding course work and the Rice Honor Code

10. A statement encouraging any student with a disability that requires accommodation to
contact both the course instructor and Disability Support Services

11. Itis permissible to include a statement indicating that the information contained in
the course syllabus, other than the absence policies, may be subject to change
with reasonable advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor.

The Center for Teaching Excellence £ provides a syllabus outline & that aids in meeting the above requirements.
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2016-2017 > Programs of Study > Programs of Study Landing Page

» Undergraduate Students
» Graduate Students

» Non-Traditional Students
» Faculty

= Programs of Study

- Departments and Programs

- Courses of Instruction B2

+ Administration and Faculty

» Important Notices

Programs of Study

The contents of Rice's curricular programs are the collective responsibility of the faculty acting through their representatives in the
Faculty Senate. There are specific guidelines for the creation, elimination, and modification of undergraduate 2 and graduate &7
programs, graduate major concentrations £, as well as undergraduate certificates & and graduate certificates .

The General Announcements (GA) is the official Rice curriculum. In the event that there is a discrepancy between the GA and any
other websites or publications, the GA shall prevail as the authoritative source.
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Departments and Programs

The General Announcements (GA) is the official Rice curriculum. In the event that there is a discrepancy between the GA and any
other websites or publications, the GA shall prevail as the authoritative source.

Program School Undergrad Masters Doctoral
Programs Degrees Degrees
African Studies Humanities Minor - -
Air Force Science Other/Interdisciplinary - - -
Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations Humanities BA - -
Anthropology Social Sciences BA, Minor MA* PhD
Applied Physics Other/Interdisciplinary - Ms* PhD
Architecture Architecture BA, BArch MA, MAreh, DArch**
MAUD**
Art History Humanities BA MA* PhD
Asian Studies Humanities BA - -
Bioengineering Engineering BSBE MBE, MS* PhD
Bioscience and Health Policy Natural Sciences - MSBHP -
BioSciences Natural Sciences BA, BS, Minor MA, MS* PhD
Business Business Minor MA*, MAcc, MBA PhD
Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering Engineering BA, BSChE MChE, MS* PhD
Chemical Physics Natural Sciences BS - -
Chemistry Natural Sciences BA, BS MA* PhD
Civic Leadership Other/Interdisciplinary Certificate -
Civil and Environmental Engineering Engineering BA, BSCE MCEE, MS PhD
Classical and European Studies Humanities BA - -
Cognitive Sciences Social Sciences BA - -
College Courses Other/Interdisciplinary - - -
Computational and Applied Mathematics Engineering BA, Minor MA, MCAAM PhD
Computational Science and Engineering Engineering - MA*, MCSE PhD
Computer Science Engineering BA, BSCS MCS, MS PhD
Critical and Cultural Theory Humanities - Certificate Certificate
Earth Science Natural Sciences BA, BS MS PhD
Economics Social Sciences BA MA*, MEEcon PhD
Electrical and Computer Engineering Engineering BA, BSEE MEE, MS* PhD
Energy and Water Sustainability Engineering Minor - -
Engineering Leadership Engineering Certificate
English Humanities BA MA* PhD
Environmental Analysis and Decision .
Making Natural Sciences - MSEADM -
Environmental Studies Other/Interdisciplinary ~ BA, BS, Minor - -
Financial Computation and Modeling Other/Interdisciplinary Minor - -
Global Affairs Social Sciences - MAGA
Global Health Technologies Other/Interdisciplinary Minor - -
Gnosticism, Esotericism and Mysticism Humanities - Certificate Certificate
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History
Humanities Research Center
Jewish Studies
Kinesiology
Languages and Intercultural Communication
Latin American Studies
Liberal Studies
Lifetime Physical Activity Program
Linguistics
Managerial Studies
Materials Science and NanoEngineering
Mathematics
Mechanical Engineering
Medical Humanities
Medieval and Early Modern Studies
Military Science
Music
Nanoscale Science
Naval Science
Neuroscience
Philosophy
Physics and Astronomy
Policy Studies
Political Science
Politics, Law and Social Thought
Poverty, Justice and Human Capabilities
Program in Writing and Communication
Psychology
Religion
Science Teaching
Sociology
Space Studies

Spanish and Portuguese, and Latin
American Studies

Sport Management
Statistics
Study of Women, Gender and Sexuality
Subsurface Geoscience
Systems, Synthetic and Physical Biology
Teacher Education
Teaching and Learning
University Courses

Visual and Dramatic Arts

*Students accepted into PhD program only; MA or MS may be earned by students as they work towards PhD.

**No applications being accepted at this time.
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Humanities
Humanities
Humanities
Natural Sciences
Humanities
Humanities
Continuing Studies
Other/Interdisciplinary
Social Sciences
Social Sciences
Engineering
Natural Sciences
Engineering
Humanities
Humanities
Other/Interdisciplinary
Music
Natural Sciences
Other/Interdisciplinary
Natural Sciences
Humanities
Natural Sciences
Social Sciences
Social Sciences
Other/Interdisciplinary
Other/Interdisciplinary
Other/Interdisciplinary
Social Sciences
Humanities
Natural Sciences
Social Sciences

Natural Sciences

Humanities

Social Sciences
Engineering
Humanities
Natural Sciences
Other/Interdisciplinary
Continuing Studies
Other/Interdisciplinary
Other/Interdisciplinary

Humanities
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BA

Minor
BA
Certificate
BA

BA
BA
BA, BSMSNE
BA, BS, Minor
BA, BSME
Minor
BA

BA, BMus
Minor
Minor

BA
BA, BS, Minor
BA
BA
Minor
Minor
BA
BA

BA, Minor

BA

BA
BA, Minor
BA

BA

MA*

MLS

MA**
MMSNE, MS
MA*

MME, MS

MMus
MSNS

MA*
MS*, MST

MA*

MA*
MA*
MST
MA*

MSSpS

MA*

MA*, MStat
Certificate
MSSG
MS*
MAT

Certificate
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PhD

PhD**

PhD
PhD
PhD

AD, DMA

PhD
PhD

PhD

PhD
PhD

PhD

PhD

Certificate

PhD

Certificate
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*Students accepted into PhD program only; MA or MS may be earned by students as they work towards PhD.
**No applications being accepted at this time.
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2016-2017 > Programs of Study > African Studies >

» Undergraduate Students

» Graduate Students

» Non-Traditional Students

» Faculty

» Programs of Study

» Administration and Faculty

» Important Notices

African Studies
The School of Humanities and Social Sciences

Department Undergraduate Graduate Course
Info Requirements Requirements Listings

Director and Advisor Undergraduate Advisor

Kerry Ward Jeffrey Fleisher

Professors Steering Committee

Elias Bongmba Elias Bongmba

Susan Mclntosh Alexander Byrd

Jeffrey Fleisher
Associate Professors Susan Mclintosh
Kerry Ward Kerry Ward
Jeffrey Fleisher

Lecturers
Jared Staller

Program (Undergraduate): Minor

Program (Graduate): N/A

African Studies is a broad-ranging field that is committed to an interdisciplinary approach to the study of African peoples and
their complex histories, cultures, and languages. Drawn from the Schools of Social Science and Humanities, African Studies at
Rice University has strengths in archaeological and anthropological research, historical studies, African religions and theology,
African arts, and global health technologies. These foci provide a unique opportunity for students broadly interested in historical,
cultural, African diaspora studies, and contemporary issues and will attract students preparing for career fields related to their
interest in Africa, including academia (potential applicants to graduate school, Fulbright, or other competitive scholarships),
development, diplomacy, business and finance, governance, global health, law, and others.

The African Studies minor at Rice will benefit undergraduate students by providing a course of study to explore the richness and
complexity of the continent and its place in issues of wider global concern and import. The interdisciplinary course will allow
students to traverse departments and schools, creating links between diverse intellectual trajectories. Through study in the
African Studies minor, students also can begin to appreciate the relationship contemporary Africa has with the large African
Diaspora. Finally, the minor will help students to understand not only the place of Africa in global histories and networks, but the
crucial role that it has played in them.
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African Studies
The School of Humanities and Social Sciences

Department Undergraduate Graduate Course
Info Requirements Requirements Listings

Program Learning Outcomes for the Interdisciplinary Minor in African Studies

Upon completing the minor in African Studies, students will be able to:

. Demonstrate the ability to complicate and challenge their understanding of African history, culture, and politics by critically

exam