Basic Photographic Terms

Shutter Speed

The shutter integrated in the camera body regulates the length of time that the film

is exposed to light. The length of time that the shutter remains open is called the

shutter speed. The camera displays the shutter speed on the LCD panel and in the

Eielvgﬁnder. in a range from 2000 (1/2000th of a second) to 30" (30 seconds), and
ulb.

Aperture Value

Integrated into the lens, the aperture is an
opening which can be widened and nar-
rowed to regulate the amount of light
allowed to enter the camera. The size of the
opening is called the aperture value. The
camera displays the aperture value on the
LCD panel and in the viewfinder in a range
from 1.0 to 32, although this may vary
depending on the lens used.

The film speed is a value which indicates
the level of the film's sensitivity to light, as
set by the ISO (International Standardization
Organization). The camera displays the film
speed on the display panel in a range from
6-6400.

The higher the ISO number, the higher the
film's sensitivity to light. While film with a
higher sensitivity is more suitable for low-
light situations. The higher the film speed
film, the lower the level of light required for
photography, and so pictures can even be
taken in dark places.

Depth-of-field

Depth-of-field is the area that is in focus in front of and behind the subject which is
also in focus. When the aperture is smaller (i.e. when the aperture value is larger),
the area in focus is more extensive, and this is called a deep depth-of-field.
Conversely, when the aperture is larger (i.e. when the aperture value is smaller),
the depth-of-field becomes shallower.

Depth-of-field has the following properties.

(1) The larger the aperture value, the deeper the depth-of-field.
...increase the aperture value to create a feeling of depth.

(2) With the same aperture value, a greater depth-of-field will be obtained using a
lens with a shorter focal length.
...using a wide-angle lens or the wide angle setting on your zoom lens will cre-
ate a feeling of expansiveness and depth.

(3) With the same aperture value, a greater depth-of-field can be achieved the fur-
ther away the main subject in focus is.

(4) If the subject in focus is in the center field, the depth-of-field will be shallower.
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