Teaching experience for Shuijing Li 
Lecture Teaching Experience:
    Lecture teaching, Calculus, Math 101, Summer 2008

Lecture teaching, Multivariable calculus, Math 212, Spring 2008
Lecture teaching, Calculus, Math 101, Summer 2007
Course Organizer:
Algebraic Geometry Reading Course in Sheaves, Spring 2007

Hartshorne’s Algebraic Geometry Reading Course, Rice University, Fall 2007

Algebraic Geometry Working Seminar, Fall 2007 -Present

Teaching Assistant Experience:

      Teaching Assistant, Topics in complex analysis, Fall 2008

      Teaching Assistant, Multivariable Calculus, Fall 2007

      Teaching Assistant, Complex Analysis, Spring 2007

      Teaching Assistant, Honors calculus III, Fall 2006

      Teaching Assistant, Abstract Algebra, Spring 2006
      Teaching Assistant, Single variable calculus I, Fall 2005

      Teaching Assistant, Ordinary differential equations, Spring 2005
      Teaching Assistant, Single variable calculus II, Fall 2004

Teaching assistant is responsible for weekly help sessions, grading exams.

Graduate Teaching Seminar Attendee, Rice University, 2004-2007.      Participate in weekly training seminars, give practice lectures, observe lectures and give feedback.
Classes that I have taken (briefly listed):

Integration Theory, Geometric Topology, Algebra, CMS, Graduate Teaching Seminar, Complex Analysis, Algebraic Topology, Mathematical Sciences 499,

Topics in Algebra, Topics in Topology, Topics in Advanced Topology, Topics in Complex Analysis, Topics in Algebraic Geometry.

                               Philosophy of Teaching Statement
1. Philosophy 
     Although there are many things that characterize me as a teacher, my teaching philosophy is based on a fundamentally optimistic view.  I believe that all of my students, with the help of the right guidance, will be able to overcome any difficulties that the study of mathematics might present.  In my class,  each of my students will be guaranteed the opportunity to express him or herself to the best of his or her abilities.  I believe that one of my best qualities as a teacher is my ability to inspire confidence in my students so that they feel comfortable expressing themselves regardless of their level of ability.

       Central to my philosophy of teaching is to create a stimulating yet non-competitive and non-intimidating environment in the classroom. I feel that the enthusiasm I bring to the classroom helps to create an encouraging and supportive atmosphere. I firmly believe that it is only this kind of environment which enables students to use their newly acquired problem solving skills with as little hesitation as possible. I always feel it is my responsibility to inspire my students to want to achieve their maximum potential. When my most recent class was asked to rate my class atmosphere, I received a score of 1.33 on a scale from 1 to 7, 1 being the best, which was one of the top ranking among all the classes at Rice University.
     As a teacher, I am profoundly grateful for the opportunity given to me to help learners shape their own intellectual wealth. It is my utmost delight to see them grow professionally and personally. I have the opportunity to teach mathematics courses to undergraduate students, and that experience was very exciting and rewarding and led me to choose teaching as a life-time career. I genuinely enjoy teaching and cannot imagine myself doing anything else. I will teach every class with excitement and enthusiasm as if I was teaching it for the first time.

      I was fortunate enough as an undergraduate to take math classes from professors who are very talented teachers. They are all capable of capturing and keeping their students’ attentions by showing their love and enthusiasm for mathematics. These professors inspired me to become a teacher as well. As a freshman in college, I knew that I wanted to help others find a new or deeper appreciation for math and I always found myself have a gift on communication and guidance to others. Throughout graduate school, I have tried to keep this ultimate goal in mind and I have tried my best to be a good teacher as I have imagined before. A good teacher should always question her own effectiveness as a lecturer. When I attend a class or seminar, I take mental notes on what I like and dislike about the speaker’s presentation style. I then take these notes with me as I prepare my next lecture.

       In order to improve my teaching ability, I welcome feedback from others.  I encourage students to express their comments about their progress, my teaching ability, and the way the course is structured by providing them the opportunity to formally evaluate these things after their first exam.  It is always a positive experience to address their concerns and make changes as needed.  I've seen my teaching improve as evidenced by better attendance, student evaluations, and self-evaluations. 
2. Experience

    As a graduate student at Rice University, I taught three traditional courses,

Calculus I, II and Multi-variable calculus. For each course I was responsible for all lectures and for creating my own syllabus, homework assignments, and tests.

Besides that, I organized two semesters of Algebraic Geometry working seminars and a reading seminar of recent papers and books. The Calculus II was a class where I was allowed to teach flexibly. I held our class in a room with computer, where I could easily show the students of all kinds of graphs or even the procedure of generating the graphs. I have always found the graphs will inspire the passion of students immediately, and for most of the time, will provide an answer intuitively, which is the best way of learning mathematics. Then I usually left 10 minutes at the end of the class, let the students present challenge homework based on the previous lecture. Since I was the creator of these courses, I was responsible for writing my own homework a little challenge assignments.

  Through out my teaching, I always tried my best to re-present the material, combined with my own experience to make the class fun and reachable for the students. It turns out pretty good, and I got very positive feedback. One of the students wrote” She was excellent at presenting the material in a very digestible format, one that radically simplified much of the description elaborated upon in the book that distracted from the core principles. She brought it down to basics, a method I found most useful for the beginning stages, as it created a solid foundation.”
I have been a teaching assistant in undergraduate courses ranging from Calculus to Ordinary Differential Equations. Most recently I was the teaching assistant for a graduate course in Complex Analysis and Modular forms. My responsibilities as a TA included holding recitation sessions and grading tests.

I also attended six semesters of the math department’s Graduate Teaching Seminar where we practiced giving lectures, writing exams, and discussed different teaching philosophies.
“No upper limit” has been the word at Rice University, which has fueled a commitment to excellence, an uncommon drive toward people’s best potential and achievement. I often use this word to improve myself as a teacher as well as to inspire my students to grow together.
