Ling 205:  Language and Society
Chris Taylor

sastre@rice.edu
Herring Hall 219 

Office Hours: Wed 2-4pm, and by appointment.
Teaching assistants: Michael Colley (mc4906@),  Andrew Pantos (ajpantos@)

Course Description: 


This course will serve as an introduction to the study of language and society as interrelated and interdependent systems. 
Texts: 
Lippi-Green, Rosina. 1997. English with an Accent. New York: Routlege. (required)

There will be additional readings (marked with an asterisk in the schedule below) on ereserve at Fondren. To access them, go to the library website, mouse over “services” and then click the “Course Reserves” link at right. Click “Search Course Reserve” at right, and search for Ling 205. User: ling205; Pass: 2rycfep

I have also put some books on reserve that you will find useful to (selectively) thumb through during the semester. These books include:
Language Myths. 1998. Bauer, Laurie and Peter Trudgill, eds.
American English. 1998. Wolfram, Walt and Natalie Schilling-Estes.
Language and Gender. 2003. Eckert, Penelope and Sally McConnell-Ginet.
Introducing Sociolinguistics. 2006. Miriam Meyerhoff.
Homework:


There will be six homework assignments total. The first will be a 1-2 page critique of a short article (one of the four to be read for 9/5—see schedule below). The five remaining assignments include two one-page reaction papers, as well as three somewhat longer papers (~3-4 pages) based on small projects. These projects will provide you with an opportunity to carry out small-scale sociolinguistic research. Papers based on these projects, as well as the critique and reaction papers, should incorporate ideas from lecture and the readings in discussing information and/or explaining data. 

Papers should be typed, stapled (when more than one page), and handed in the day they are due in class. I will not accept emailed submissions. If you know you will not be in class the day an assignment is due, please contact me ahead of time. Late papers will be accepted only in cases of emergency (if such a situation arises, please contact me).  
Midterm and Final Paper:


Midway through the semester there will be an exam based on material covered up to that point. There will be no final exam. Instead, there will be a final paper (~5 pages), similar in aims and format to the other three papers written earlier in the semester. 
Grading:


Critique----------------------5

2 Reaction Papers @ 5----
10

3 Papers  
@ 15-----------
45

Midterm---------------------
20

Final Paper------------------20

total------------------------------100

Grade Scale: 98-100: A+, 94-97: A, 91-93: A-, 88-90: B+, 84-87: B, 81-83: B-, 78-80: C+, 74-77: C, 71-73: C-, 68-70: D+, 64-67: D, 61-63: D-, < or = 60: F.
Resources:

Website for the PBS show Do You Speak American?


http://www.pbs.org/speak/ 

Website for Jonathan Swift’s essay on “correcting” English:



http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Texts/proposal.html

Tentative Schedule:
	
	Topics
	Readings
	Assignments

	Week 1:

8/27
	Introduction
	(look over syllabus)
	

	8/29
	Prescriptivism: An overview
	
	Critique handed out

	8/31
	Prescriptivism and language change
	Swift’s essay (link above)
	

	Week 2:
9/3
	No class: Labor day
	(read Intro to L-G)
	

	9/5
	Prescriptivism in popular literature: some readings
	*Jones, *McMillan, *Pooley, *Simon
	Critique due

	9/7
	Language attitudes, stereotypes, and linguistic variation
	*K.C. Cole
	Language attitudes assignment handed out

	Week 3:
9/10
	Dialects and Dialectology
	*Wolfram & Schilling-Estes (“Reality of…”)
	

	9/12
	US English in historical perspective
	
	

	9/14
	US English today: regional dialects
	*Wolfram & Schilling-Estes (“Regional…”)
	

	Week 4:
9/17
	Social structure and social differentiation
	
	

	9/19
	The variationist tradition in Sociolinguistics: An overview
	L-G 1
	Lang. attitudes due  / Variation assignment handed out

	9/21
	The variationist approach (cont.)
	*Shopen
	

	Week 5:

9/24
	Qualitative approaches to variation: Linguistic ethnography
	
	

	9/26
	Ling ethnography cont.: Jocks, burnouts, gang members
	
	

	9/28
	Language ideology
	L-G 4
	

	Week 6:

10/1
	“Standard American English” (SAE)
	L-G 2-3
	

	10/3
	Children and SAE
	L-G 5
	Variation assignment due

	10/5
	SAE and the media
	L-G 7
	Media handed out

	Week 7:
10/8
	Education issues
	L-G 6
	

	10/10
	The workplace / Judicial system
	*Ramirez et al
	

	10/12
	American Tongues
	
	

	Week 8:
10/15
	No class: Midterm Recess
	
	

	10/17
	(midterm review session)
	L-G 8
	

	10/19
	M I D T E R M
	
	

	Week 9:
10/22
	“English Only” movements
	L-G 11
	Reaction Paper One handed out

	10/24
	Southern US English
	L-G 10
	Media due

	10/26
	English in Houston, Texas
	
	

	Week 10:
10/29
	AAVE
	L-G 9
	Reaction Paper One due

	10/31
	“Ebonics”
	*Oakland res., *Rickford
	

	11/2
	Chicano English and “Spanglish”
	
	

	Week 11:

11/5
	Language and Gender: What is gender?
	*Eckert & McConnell-Ginet
	

	11/7
	Is it power?
	*Lakoff
	

	11/9
	Is it culture?
	*Tannen
	Final Paper instructions handed out

	Week 12:
11/12
	Is language sexist?
	*Miller & Swift
	Reaction Paper Two handed out

	11/14
	Who leads change?
	
	

	11/16
	Language and sexuality
	
	

	Week 13:
11/19
	Age and language
	*Eckert
	Reaction Paper Two due

	11/21
	Age (cont.)
	
	

	11/23
	No class: Thanksgiving
	
	

	Week 14:
11/26
	Language and ethnicity
	
	

	11/28
	Style, identity, and language variation: An overview
	
	

	11/30
	Stylistic variation
	
	

	Week 15:
12/3
	TBA
	
	

	12/5
	TBA
	
	

	12/7
	Wrap-up
	
	


Other Things to Note:
If you have a documented disability please set up a time with me to discuss your needs; you must also register with Disability Services in the Ley Student Center if you haven’t already.

The Honor Code applies in this class. You are encouraged to discuss the homework assignments and final paper with classmates, but you must write them up on your own. The midterm exam is to be completed without consulting any course materials or your classmates.

One Final Note: 
If you carry a cell phone, please turn it off or set it to silent before class begins.

