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Maybe the most ancient of wind instruments that is used nowadays as part of afolk orchestra.
The legend goes. One day the god of wild nature, Pan, was chasing the nymph Syrinx.
Spurning his advances and refusing to take a lover who looked as much like a goat as a man,
she ran to the river. Trapped and unable to cross she asked the nymphs of the river to change
her form, and they answered her prayers, turning her into marsh reeds. Feeling heartbroken,
Pan gathered the reeds. In doing so, he invented the musical instrument that he called syrinx,
after her. This instrument can be found in different countries with a small difference in the
design.

The kind of weaving used in this tapestry has existed since 800 AD. This mysterious practice
of the earthy materials of wool and cotton, dyes of plant and earth, the wood of the loom and
the hand of the weaver all interact to produce a thing of beauty and utility. Originally it was
made of hand-spun cotton thread, then switched to wool. People have always brought their
own cultural aesthetic to weaving, giving meaning to the work through stories, symbols, and
craftsmanship.

This pair of wooden clogs is cdled "nain", and there were many varied types. Carved
exquisitely, these clogs kept the wearer's feet clear of the wet floor at the ancient baths (*).
They would be embellished in a number of ways, most often with mother-of-pearl, or even
sheathed in tooled silver. They might have jingles, or a woven straw sheath, or be appliquéd
with felt or brass.

(*) In this country the public bath was intimately bound up with everyday life. It was a place
where people of every rank and station, women and men, young and old, rich and poor,
townsman or villager, could come freely.
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The custom of carving and giving love spoons originated hundreds of years ago, at a time
that not many knew how to write. Young men carved these spoons, and offered them to the
girls they loved as tokens of affection. The carvers would show their skill by carving
different symbols into the wood. They all had different meanings. a chain would mean
a wish to be together forever; a diamond, wealth or good fortune; a cross, faith; a flower,
affection; or a dragon, for protection. Today, as well as being a gift of affection or a tourist
souvenir, love spoons are also given for special occasions such as weddings, birthdays,
anniversaries, births, engagements, St. Vaentines Day, etc.
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This wood carved bowl is areplica of an old model. They have evolved, but are till used to
some degree in daily living. This bowl is used for making medicine. The stand is used to
store the bowl after use. There is significance to having a pedestal to store the bowl,
indicating the reverence attached to making the medicine. The stand you see here is,
admittedly, more decorative than the functional ones for sale to tourists.
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The berimbau is an instrument composed of a bow-like body. However, rather than shooting
arrows, the performer strikes the cord with a stick. This produces a deep resonance - the
trademark ‘Wah-Wah' sound - that is controlled by the movement of the cabaca against the
musician’s body. A coin or stone, pressed against the string, provide further control and
a small caxixi shaker completes the instrument. Many of the berimbaus today are highly
colorful and brightly painted. This is a recent trend started in the 1940's. Up until then
berimbaus were left with their natural wooden color, with asimple varnish for protection.
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Norigae is a unique ornament worn on the outer or inner bows of ladies’ blouses or on skirts.
They combined precious or semi-precious jewels with braided or silk tassels and were
designed to complement a costume. There is a great variety of Norigaes with some
resembling animals such as bats, turtles, butterflies, ducks, goldfish and cicadas. Others were
shaped like plants including peppers or eggplants that were part of everyday life. Many
Norigaes aso embodied symbolic meanings gleaned from native customs, beliefs or
precepts. These meanings included wealth and prosperity, the wish for many sons, long life,
and good fortune. Y et, rather than imply the desire for future happiness, their symbolism was
taken to mean success in the present. Nowadays, they are used as decorations in houses.
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Mate is traditionally drunk in a particular socia setting, such as family gatherings or with
friends. One individual (the cebador) assumes the task of server. He fills the gourd and
drinks the first mate to assure it is of good quality. Then he refills the gourd and passes it to
the next drinker who drinks it all. The ritual proceeds around the circle in this fashion until
the mate becomes lavado ("washed out" or "flat"), typically after it has been filled about ten
times. When one has had enough mate, they express that to the cebador when it is their turn
to drink, by simply saying "thanks' as they receive the mate. That means that this mate
accepted will be the last to be drunk, and serves as an acknowledgement of the kindness
offered by the cebador and those with whom one has shared the mate. University studentsin
South America have reported to be unable to study unless they are drinking mate, and
furthermore, that studying is sometimes just an excuse for drinking it.
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This pair of slender hands represents the delicate and graceful hand movements used in
a particular kind of dance. With hand gestures the dancers make words, composes phrases
and ultimately builds an emotion. This kind of dance is unique, dynamic, and the movement
is very complex. When dancing, a dancer has to be able to exercise al of her body's parts
from head to toe. She aways has to bend her knees, her back, and keeps her shoulders wide
open. The uniqueness about this kind of dance isin the eye movement. The eyes are glanced
right and/or left accompanied by the chin. While doing this, the eyes must be wide opened
and must not be blinked. These wooden hands have many uses: like holding rings, necklaces,
and bracelets. Wall mount for a hat or tie holder, towel/robe hanger, curtain fastener, etc.
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The water jug — a water storage clay container that has been used for centuries. The depiction
of the water jug can be traced as far back as the Greek of the 3" century BC. Researchers
picked up and followed the development of the jug in the paintings from the Middle Ages,
through the Renaissance, Baroque, the 18" and 19" centuries, and finally modernity. The
properties of the clay allow the water to stay cold for a long period of time (Old fashion
refrigerator?)



