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research by high school students on an
unprecedented level.

In the first year of class, SRD students typi-
cally narrow down their topics of interest. In
the second year, they should be prepared to
search for a scientist in the community to help
guide them through more advanced research
on their topic of choice. Seniors entering the
class meet with an accelerated schedule to
maximize their chance of finding a mentor and
having a laboratory experience during the
year. Students meet with faculty mentors once
a week throughout the school year to set
goals, discuss their research and practice
their presentations. Presentations are an
important part of the class as they help
students become competent in their chosen
research and facilitate their level of comfort
regarding discussion of their study.

The SRD Seminar is generally held in the
Spring and serves as a final showcase of the
projects, with students giving formal and
poster presentations.

Students are assigned letter grades based on
completion of their goals yet these grades are
not averaged into the students’ GPA. These
St. John's students willingly embark on these
challenging quests simply to stretch
themselves, expand their minds and further
stimulate their curiosities.

The SRD class is just one example of how
St. John's students are encouraged to fully
embrace their learning experience. These
motivated students exemplify the boundless
spirit for knowledge that permeates the
St. John's culture.
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SRD COMMUNITY MENTOR

Dr. Ahtanasiou is the Karl F, Hasselman Professor of
Bioengineering and Director of the Musculoskeletal
Bioengineering Laboratory at Rice University. He is
also an adjunet professor of orthopedics and oral
and maxillofacial surgery at The University of Texas
Medical School at Houston. His research centers on
the regeneration of cartilage, a tissue that cannot
heal itgelf.

Dr. Athanagiou holds 22 patents and has published
more than 250 scientific papers, book chapters,
abstracts and conference proceedings. He earned his
B.5. from New York Institute of Technology and his
M.5., Ph.M. and Ph.D. from Columbia University.

He and his wife are the proud parents of two sons,
ARISTOS and THASOS, who are both students at
St. John's.
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