Statement of Teaching Philosophy

Ibrahim Ergen
I believe my role as a teacher is to ensure that students learn, no matter what their backgrounds, level of motivations, needs, or abilities are. My experience as an instructor at Rice University has helped me create my own teaching style, which I strive to further improve. In teaching, I abide by the following principles:

1) To explain materials to students, I approach each topic as if I also knew little about it, trying to put myself in the place of the students. I constantly check back during lectures to make sure that no one is lost, repeating the same material over when no one in class gives a nod of reassurance. To motivate students, I apply a problem-solution approach to any topic I teach. By pretending as if I am learning the material for the first time, I convey my enthusiasm to the students and build their appreciation. In one of my student’s own words: “After proving something or introducing something new, he smiles trying hard to hold back his excitement in his face and says “Isn’t that very interesting?” His love for economics was clearly demonstrated in each and every class.” 

2) I believe it is important to keep a reasonable balance between theoretical and practical content in my classes. I closely follow the textbook in my lectures but spend the lecture time explaining the key concepts, applications, and give them the updated real-life illustrations. I teach students to relate the class material to the world around them by providing real-life examples and discussing the contemporary policy issues. I base some of my test questions and weekly assignments on these real-life examples. 
3) I highly encourage my students to study in groups, to interact with each other and to discuss the materials to help them facilitate the learning process. I let them study in groups for weekly assignments as long as they write down their answers on a separate sheet. 

4) I enjoy and encourage student-instructor interaction. The most effective teaching method is to reach out to the student’s sphere and get some kind of connection. Once good communications are established, the classroom interaction will eventually enable the student to grasp the course material. I enjoy getting to know my students and in order to establish this communication, I learn the names of all students in class very early in the year. I always leave the classroom after all students exit the door and wait for any potential after-class questions. I set up monthly review sessions, in addition to exam review sessions. In this way, I want them to understand that their understanding of the material is the ultimate goal. I not only convey the content of the material to students, but in many cases provide them informal guidance in study skills and career choices. 
Some people teach because they see teaching as an essential part of scholastic life. Giving and receiving knowledge is part of this work. I agree with that. Moreover, though, I feel extremely satisfied when I teach. This is a strong incentive that keeps me learning and implementing new approaches to teaching economics and finance in the classroom. 

My goal as a teacher is to make sure that, when students leave the classroom, they have improved their understanding of the world with economic principles. As I teach, I get to understand that I learn a lot when I teach and continue to treat my classroom as a mutual learning environment. Teaching, like learning, is a life-long process. I endeavor to be constantly increasing and building not only research knowledge but also teaching skills.
