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Abstract

Semiparametric estimation of the expectations of a general class of dynamic functions is
considered. Such expectation functionals that are of interest for dynamic models are one-
and multi-period ahead forecasting functions, distribution functions, and covariance matri-
ces. The semiparametric efficiency bound for this problem is established and an estimator
which attains the bound is developed. The explicit form of the semiparmetric efficient ex-
pectation estimator is worked out for several explicit assumptions regarding the degree of
dependence between the predetermined variables and the disturbances of the model. Under
the assumption of independence, the one- and multi-period ahead residual-based predictors
proposed by Brown and Mariano (1989) are shown to be semiparametric efficient. Under un-
conditional mean zero assumption, we propose an improved heteroskedastic autocorrelation
consistent estimator.
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1 Introduction

Models of expectations have an important role in econometric theory and applications because of
a need to estimate functions which can be represented as conditional or unconditional expecta-
tions. These include point predictions and any target function which results from the integration
of random variables, for example, distribution functions, covariance matrices.

In a fully parametric models, where both the structural equations and distribution function
are specified, the estimation of an expectation function is simple. When the target expectation
function is available in closed form, the problem can be solved by substituting the estimated
parameters into the expectation function. If the expectation functions is not available in closed
form, then the target function can be estimated by averaging a sample of Monte Carlo stochastic
simulations of the random variables in the model.

However, semiparametric models, models which have both parametric and nonparametric
components, have received increasing attention because of the problem of misspecification and
measurement error. The semiparametric approach to those problems is to allow the functional
form of some components of the model to be unrestricted. Specifically, we want to look at
a semiparametric model with specified structure and unrestricted error distribution except for
general restrictions such as unconditional and conditional mean zero. In reality, we do seldom
have a complete specification of the distribution of these models except for general restrictions
such as unconditional or conditional mean zero. So it is interesting to take a semiparametric
approach which allows us to take advantage of the specified structural equations.

For the expectations of static systems, Brown and Mariano (1984) propose a residual-based
simulation procedure as an alternative to Monte Carlo simulation for point prediction problem.
This procedure avoids the need to specify an explicit distribution for the disturbances. Brown
and Newey (1998) establish the semiparametric efficiency bounds of target functions and suggest
a feasible estimator which attains the bounds for unconditional expectations. For the expecta-
tions of dynamic nonlinear systems, Brown and Mariano (1989) shows that the residual-based
predictors are quite promising alternative to Monte Carlo simulation when applied to conditional
prediction problems under independence assumption between predetermined variables and error
distribution.

In this paper, we propose general procedures for optimal estimation of expectation functions
in nonlinear dynamic models under relaxed distributional assumptions. This also extends Brown
and Newey (1998) to the class of dynamic nonlinear systems. An important application for the
systems is in the construction of ex ante predictions. Typically, the system is dynamic with
either lagged endogenous variables or serially correlated disturbances (or both). We develop
semiparametric efficiency bounds and an estimator which achieves the bound for the expectation
of dynamic nonlinear systems. The explicit form of the semiparametric efficient expectation
estimator is worked out for several explicit assumptions regarding the degree of dependence
between the predetermined variables and the disturbances of the model.



2 Model

Suppose that we observe the stationary and ergodic ((g + k) x 1) vector z; = (y;,}) for
t=1,...,n. and the following dynamic nonlinear equations holds:

p(Ztathla"'azt—l;ﬁ) =&t (1)

where p is a possibly non-linear relationship of known functional form, ¢; is a g x 1 disturbances
vector which is possibly serially correlated, and 3 is an unknown p-dimensional vector of param-
eters of interest with true value 3y. We assume that we can invert the function p and solve for
y¢ in terms of the following reduced form model:

Yt = W(Stazt—la .- -’Zt—l,itt;ﬁ) (2)

We can simplify above models as

p(thhﬁ) = &t (3)
ye = mle,we, B) (4)
where wy = (Yj_1,.. -, Y, T Ty_q,...,x,_;) and § € int © C RP.

The problem studied in this paper is efficient estimation of expectation of a known dynamic
function of the observable variables when the density and parameters are unknown. Formally,
the functional which is the object of interest has the following representation

M(ﬁv h) = Eﬁ,h [m(zt, Zt—T1y ey Rt—p> ﬂ)] (5)
- /m (2.7, 8) 1% f (z—r |2, B, R)d 2y

where m(-) is a known (¢ x 1) function and f(-) is a density function with respect to some
measure. Let v = max{l,v} and redefine w; be (y,_q,...,Y,_,, %}, }_1,...,2;_,). Then the
(5) will be Egp, [m(ye, wt, 3)]. The presence of h allow the form of f(-) to be unrestricted ex-
cept for general restrictions on densities. Lots of expectation functionals can be included in
general framework of (5). Under some regularity conditions and independence between ¢ and
w, the conditional expectation of y given w; is the unconditional expectation of m(y, w,,3) =
m(p(y, w, B), wr, B) where w; is treated as fixed. This also applies to conditional covariance ma-
trix, m(y, wr, 8) = 7(p(y, w, B8),w., B) - 7(p(y, w, B),w,, )", and conditional distribution func-
tion, m(y,w, B) = (7 (p(y, w, B), ws, ) < ¢). Under nonindependence assumption, conditional
expectation becomes difficult but a number of interesting unconditional expectations remain.
covariance matrix of the disturbances, distribution function of the disturbances, and distribu-
tion function of the observable variables are unconditional expectations and plays an important
inferential role in the model. These are the expectations of m(y,w, 3) = p(y, w, 3) - p(y, w, B)',

m(y,w, ) = Lp(y, w, B) < c), and m(y,w, 3) = Um(p(y, w, B), w, B) < c), respectively.



3 The semiparametric efficiency bound

Semiparametric efficiency bound is developed by Stein (1956), Kposhevnik and Levi (1976),
Pfanzagl and Wefelmeyer (1982), Begun et al. (1983), and Bickel et al. (1992). We can define

= (z_1,...,2_) and n; is a finite-length

a parametric submodel, f(z|z7; 3;, h(n;)), where z~
vector of shape parameters for parametric submodel 7, that satisfies the semiparametric as-
sumptions and contains the truth. f(z|z7!; Bg, ho) is the true density of z where a zero subscript
indicates the true parameter value, ho = h(7g). The ’sub’ prefix refers that it is a subset of
the model consisting of all distributions satisfying the assumptions. For each parametric sub-
model, we can obtain classical Cramer-Rao bound. Any consistent and asymptotically normal
semiparametric estimator has an asymptotic variance that is comparable to the Cramer-Rao
bound of a parametric submodel. It is no smaller than the bound for a parametric submodel.
Since a semiparmetric model can be represented by infinite number of parametric submodels,
the asymptotic variance of any semiparametric estimator is no smaller than the supremum of
the Cramer-Rao bounds for all parametric submodels. The supremum of the Cramer-rao bounds
is a lower bound on the asymptotic variance of any semiparametric estimator. Some regularity
conditions are necessary to guarantee that the Cramer-Rao bound is well-defined and gives an
asymptotic efficiency bound. The regularity conditions for parametric submodels are mean-
square differentiability with respect to § = (8',1’)’, nonsingular information matrix, and some
additional smoothness conditions, for example existence of variance. A regular estimator is one
that the limiting distribution of \/ﬁ(a — f3,,) does not depend on a sequence of true parameter
values 0, = (Bg,mp)" + &/+/n, where £ > 0. The precise definition of the efficiency bound is that
it is the supremum of the Cramer-Rao bounds of all regular parametric submodels. The class of
regular estimators also excludes superefficient estimators that has an asymptotic variance less
than that of the maximume-likelihood estimator for some true parameter values.

Assuming that we have some initial observations {29, 2_1,...,2_;}, and that the density of
these initial conditions is asymptotically negligible in the analysis of the likelihood function.
The parametric submodel also satisfies mean-square continuous differentiability of the square-
root of the likelihood function and has a nonsingular information matrix. We can base our
derivation of semiparametric efficiency bound on the analysis of the following likelihood for
{#}}=,, conditioning on the initial conditions:

L ({Zt}?:]_, 67 h) = H?Zlfz\z*l(zt|2;l; ﬂv h) (6)

We are assuming that the density f,,,—: is unknown, so we have written the likelihood for a para-

21
metric submodel in which A represe‘nts some parameterization that contains the true densities.
Let sp denote the score for 6, then we have Y~ so(ys, wi) = > j—q d1n fz‘zfz(zt|z;l;00)/89’
where w; = (x},2,_q,...,2_;). Note that we have to use the sum of scores in the followings
because of possible correlation among scores. In parametric estimation theory, local asymptotic
normality (LAN) condition played a very important rule in establishing general lower bounds
on the accuracy of estimates (Le Cam (1972) and Hajek (1972)). Levit (1975) applies this

concept for nonparametric estimation theory. We use Ibragimov and Khas’minskii (1991) LAN



condition! to establish the semiparametric efficiency bound. Given notations, we can state the
following result.

Lemma 3.1 Assume that fz‘zfz(zt\zt_l; B, h) is three times differentiable with respect to 3 and
has bounded third derivative, that E [% S ieg So(ye, we) Y ey So(Ys, ws)’] is finite. Then the data
{z}7=4 falls into locally asymptotically normal (LAN) family.

Lemma 3.2 Assume that {2}~ is p—mizing® process. Then E [p(z)> 4. (25)]

=00 4

=B [1 370 p(2) Y0y a(2s)'] + o(1) where p(-).and q(-) are functions of their argument.

Let E, [] denote the expectation taken at 0y, i.e., u,, = E, [m(y, w, 3)]. Define an estimator
11 to be asymptotically linear if it is asymptotically equivalent to a sample average, i.e., there is
a function v, (y,w) at the truth

n

VA = o) = VT, + 0p(1), T = > s i) (7

t=1

where E [\/T_ZEM] =0, and E {n@uaz] is finite and nonsingular. For a matrix A let ||A] =
[trace(A'A)Y?.

Lemma 3.3 Assume that the data {z}}—, is LAN family and p—mizing process, that [i is

asymptotically linear and for all regular parametric submodels (0) is differentiable, and that

EQJH\/EE#HZ} exist and is continuous on a neighborhood of 6y. Then [ is reqular if and only
if, for all reqular parametric submodels,

ou(9)

o0

= E [nm),5p] + 0p(1) (8)

Equation (8) is fundamental in the sense that it gives an important formula for the Cramer-
Rao bound of a parametric submodel j. The Cramer-Rao bound for 6 is (E [n@é@é’})_l.
Furthermore, if 41(0) is differentiable, then the Cramer-Rao bound for y is Vi = (0u(60)/00")
(E [n§g§§’] ) 71(8u(00) /00) by the invariance of maximum-likelihood and delta method. It can

be rewritten as follows

7 E [n@,ﬁg’] (E [n@é@é’] ) g {n@ﬁ/}

= F [MMGM;W} where \/77@#’9 =F [n@uagj’] (E [n@?ﬁg/])il \/175?9

!'For formal definition, see Ibragimov and Khas’minskii (1991 p.1682)
2T limn — oo P, =0, then the sequence {£,} is defined to be p-mixing where

pn = SUP{|E[En]| € € Fi, E[E] = 0, [I€]l < 1,1 € Grvn, E[n] = 0, [In]] < 1}
Fn=0{& 1k <n},Gn =0{§, : k>n}.




This is nothing but the variance matrix of a projected value from the population regression
of \/ﬁEM on the sum of scores. For the efficiency bound of semiparametric estimation, i.e.,
supremum of Cramer-Rao bound of all parametric submodels, we define the complete tangent
set S, to be the mean square closure of all g—dimensional linear combinations of scores sy for
smooth parametric submodels.

Sq= {w,g €ER?:E [HweHz} < 00,3 Aj,/n5) with JIEEOE [ng — Aj\/ggg‘ﬂ _ 0} 9)

where A; is a constant matrix with ¢ rows. Since the tangent set is an infinite-dimensional
set that includes all parametric submodels, the projected value from n@u on the tangent set
should have larger variance than the projected value for any parametric submodel. Let \/EE: =
Proj (\/EEM Sg) » then we can write

i = N + T (10)
where /n¢ is orthogonal to the tangent set S,. Equation (8) will be

ou(0)

Tk E [r@fﬁg/} + 0p(1) for all j. (11)

Furthermore, the linearity of the tangent set gives us a unique projection onto the tangent
set, \/T_ZE:, for all asymptotically linear and regular semiparametric estimators. Let pu* be

other aymptotically linear regular estimator, so /n(u* — po) = ﬁ@:(yt,wt) + 0p(1) —yq
N(0, V7). By linearity of the tangent set (ﬁﬂ: - ﬁ@:) = \/EE: — Proj (ﬁﬂ: |Sq) +
Proj (ﬁﬂ: - \/EEM |Sq). Also, by the regularity two estimators satisfy du(6)/060" =

E [n¢,5"] +0,(1) = E {nE:Egj’] +o0p(1). So that E [(\/EE: — \/ﬁﬂu) \/ﬁg(;j/} +0p(1) = 0 for
all j. We have a unique projection \/ﬁwz for all asymptotically linear regular estimators. Com-

bining the previous results, we obtain the efficiency bound for estimation of Egj, [m(y, w, §)] as
follows.

Theorem 3.1 Assume that the data {z}7=q is LAN family and p—mizing process, that i is
reqular and asymptotically linear, that for all regular parametric submodels 11(0) is differentiable,

Ey [H\/EE“HZ} exists, and is continuous on a neighborhood of 0o, and that S, is linear and

E [nE;E:/] s nonsingular for the projection \/EE: of \/EEM on Sq. ThenV; =F [nE;E:/] .

4 Calculating the efficiency bound

Using the structure of our model, the likelihood function, equation (6), can be rewritten in terms
of the density of ¢, the change of variables formula gives us:

L ({Zt}?=la B, h) = H?=lj(yta W, ﬂ) ’ fa\w(5t|wt; h) ’ fw|z*l(xt|ztil; h) (12)



where J(y,w, §) =
We can then write the scores of the likelihood for all observations (y,x) with respect to (8
and 7 as

dot 220

n n

O fepu(t|wi; ho)
> saluwe) = Z{Jﬂ@t,wt,ﬁow e -pﬁm,wt,ﬁo)} (13)
t=1 t=1
= d1n fs\w(5t|wt§ hO) Oln fm\z*l(xt|2;l§ hO)
) = +
; sy (Y, we) ; { an o

where J(y,w, 3) = In J(y,w, 3) and the § subscripts on J and p denote partial derivatives. Note
that the terms in sum of nuisance scores » ,—; sn(ys, wy) are unrestricted (except for the zero
mean property of sum of scores) functions of their arguments, e; and (zy, z; ).

To get efficient scores, we need to orthogonalize /n3g to the nuisance scores /ns,, where

~1/2 s required to satisfy finiteness of the second moments. Since the

normalization term, n
nuisance scores could come from any parametric submodel that includes the truth, this requires
orthogonalization with respect to the space spanned by suitable linear transformations of all, in
a sense that includes all parametric submodels, nuisance parameter scores. This space is known

as the tangent set and is the linear Hilbert space given by

1 <& _
T, = {t - t; {tl(st,wt) +to(x, 2 l)} Et] = 0} (14)

Since t1(e¢, wy) is an unrestricted function of its arguments, any functions orthogonal to the set
of t1(es, w;) must also be orthogonal to the set of t2(z, z;!). The efficient score is given by the
residual of \/n3s less its projection on this space, which, for arbitrary function R(z), is given by

Proj (R(2)|T;) = E [R() |v/ti] — E [R(2)] (15)

By the mean zero property of scores we can show that Proj(y/nsg|7;) = E [\/nsa|y/nl1],
whereupon we have

Vns = \/nsg — Proj (v/nsg| ) (16)
= Vnsg — E [Vnsg |Vnl: ]

as the efficient score. This is different from that of static problems, so any estimators derived
from one efficient score do not necessarily consistent in dynamic problems.
The efficiency bound for semiparametric estimation of § is then

Vi = (B [vnss]) ™ (17)

The semiparametric efficiency bound is a lower bound on the asymptotic covariance matrix
among regular, consistent, and asymptotic normal estimators. There is another way to establish
the bound without regularity. This method is not to restrict allowable estimators but to use



the local asymptotic minimax criteria to derive optimality. An estimator whose asymptotic
covariance matrix is Vﬂ* will be optimal under both of approaches.

The previous discussion shows how the semiparametric variance bound can be computed for
the finite dimensional parameter (3 of a semiparametric model f(z|z~!; 3, h). Now, we want to
compute the bound for an dynamic nonlinear function like p(3,h) = Eg, [m(y,w, 3)] using
the general result of previous section. Combining this result with Theorem 3.1, we obtain the
efficiency bound for estimation of E [m(y,w, )] as follows

Theorem 4.1 Suppose that the assumptions of Theorem 3.1 are satisfied, and that M =
OE [m(y,w, B)] /08|s, ewists. Then the semiparametric efficiency bound of the model u(0) =
Em(y,w, By)] is given by V; =V, + M - V5 - M" where

n n !
Vp = FE |Proj (n‘”zzm(yt,wt,ﬁo)qu> - Proj (n_l/ZZm(yt,wt,ﬁo)ﬂ;) ] and
t=1 t=1
. 1 n n
M = M + E ﬁ Zm(ytthaﬂO) : Zs(ysvws)/] .
t=1 s=1

5 Efficient Estimation

Given the efficiency bounds in the previous section, our objective is to develop feasible estimators
that attain them. Since the bound is based on the projection on tangent set 7;. the tangent
set and the projection of v/nim on 7, have to be calculated. The calculation of tangent set is
usually straightforward. It is often to conjecture a form of tangent set from the restrictions on
the scores implied by the semiparametric model. This conjecture can be verified by showing
that this set contains the scores and can approximate the scores for parameters of interest
arbitrarily well in mean square. But the calculation of the projection is difficult though it is
easy in several interesting examples. The simple model is that the estimation problems satisfy
(m(y, w, By) — po) € Ty. The efficiency bound will be a more simplified form.

Corollary 5.1 If (m(y,w, Bg) — o) € 14, then the semiparametric efficiency bound of the model
will be Vi, + M - Vﬁ*M/ where

Vimn=~F [{(n—l/Z Z?:l(m(ytv W, 60 — Mo } { 12 Zt— (yt’ Wi, 50) o MO)}/] :

Satisfaction of this condition depends on the form of m(-) and the nature of function that
defines 7. Other interesting examples are under several semiparametric assumptions regarding
the stochastic dependence between ¢ and w : ¢ independent of w and E'[¢] = 0. Since we are
dealing with unconditional expectation of dynamic functions, we can modify Brown and Newey
(1998) result. As a general feasible estimator that attains the efficiency bound for u(8,h), we

propose
ﬁ(ﬁuﬁ):%PrOJ< 1nzm ytawt7 >+,U’<B7 ) (18>
t=1



Under restriction on the dependence of the limiting distribution of ﬁ on /ﬁ, and other more
standard assumptions, it turns out that this estimator is efficient if B is semiparametric efficient.
For simplicity, we define m(3,h) = n~/2 Proj (n*1/2 Sty m(ye we, B)|1g) + (B, h), 1(B) =
S (y,w, B,ho) = f(2t]2;; B, ho)dz, and pg = [ m(y,w, Bo)If=_ oo f (21l 2 5 Bo, ho)dz.

Theorem 5.1 Suppose that (i) {z}}=q is p—mizing process and LAN family, (ii) 3 is regular
and asymptotically linear where E [\/ﬁaﬂ] =0and V3 = FE {naﬁwﬂ} is finite, (ii1) M(ﬁ) =
Ofi(B)/93' |3, is bounded and continuous on a meighborhood of By, (iv) n=Y2 3 1 [{m (3, ho) —
1(B)Y—{m (Bg, ho)—1i(By)}] is stochastically equicontinuous at § = By, (v) n~/? Z?ZI[M(B,E)—
(B, ho)] = 0p(1), and (vi) V, = E[Proj (=2 iy (m(ys, we, Bo)| Ty)

Proj (n_l/z Z;;l(m(yt,wt,ﬁo)u;)/] is finite and continuous on a neighborhood of By. Then

2 (1) 015 s ¥y 14y 5

Assumption (i) is a primitive condition for asymptotic normality of the function,
nY2[m (By, ho) — 1i(Bg)]. Asymptotic independence of m(-) comes from mixing {z;} process and
measurable mapping m(-) that depends on finite sequences of {z:}, i.e., m(-) is a function of
(y¢, wy). This holds for m(-) function which depends on infinite sequences of {z;} if it can be
approximated by finite sequences with small errors (Billingsley (1999)).

A sufficient condition of (iv) is the following Lipschitz condition in probability. This condition
provides easily verifiable conditions for Theorem 5.1. Define

~

Qu(B) = n*2 i (B.ho) — (B)}
and R

@n(Bo) = n*{ (Bo, ho) — i(Bo)},
then the Lipschitz condition is

Qu(B) — Qu(Bo)| < B |

B— 1|

where o« > 0 and B,, = Op(1). If the derivative of @n(ﬁ) can be replaced by the derivative
of the limit of @n(ﬁ), a sufficient condition of stochastic equicontinuity is boundedness of the
derivative.

Assumption (v) indicates that estimation of h should not have effect on the asymptotic vari-
ance. From the Newey and McFadden (1994), this condition requires sufficiently fast convergence
rate of & to its target. If h depends on a finite number of estimated parameters, 7, then the
derivatives of E [m (Bg, h(n))] with respect to 7 is zero, a standard condition for estimation of h
to have no effect on asymptotic variance.

The asymptotic variance matrix of Theorem 5.1 is that of ﬁ(@, ho). Structure of the co-
variance matrix shows that the efficiency of ﬁ(ﬁ, ho) depends on that of parameter estimator.
If the parameter estimator is semiparametric efficient, the estimator attains a lower bound for
asymptotic covariance, V,; given in Theorem 4.1. With the addition of assumptions to guarantee
regularity, we have following corollary.



Corollary 5.2 Suppose the conditions of Theorem 5.1 are satisfied and Eg [Hw;(y,w)Hz] 18

finite and continuous on a neighborhood of (Bq, ng)- Thenﬁ based on a semiparametric efficient
estimator of (3 is reqular and attains the lower bound V.

Since the result of Corollary 5.2 needs ﬁ(wnﬂ) based on a semiparametric efficient estima-
tor of 3, we need those estimators for following examples. We assume for each case that a
semiparametric efficient estimator of 3 is available?.

5.1 ¢ is independent of w

Here we deal with a dynamic forecasting function given w where the function depends on (y, w)
only through ¢ = p(y, w, By). Assume that ¢ is i.i.d. and that {z;}>_ is exogenous and given. It
is a well-known result that conditional prediction is a efficient estimator for forecasting in mean
squared error sense. So we work on semiparametric efficient estimation of conditional prediction.
First, a conditional prediction function with a unknown variable is considered, m(e, wp+1, )
where wyp+1 is given. This, one-period ahead prediction function, can be represented by the
function of 3 and f(e|wp+1;h).

o(twne1) = / (e w1 fo) f(elwmsas ho)de (19)
— / m(e, e, Bo) f (=5 ho)de

where h denotes nonparametric components and the second equality comes from independency.
So, we can use ﬁ (B, /l{) =m (B, 7”2) as a efficient estimator of target function. Although realized
g correlated with the final value wyp+1, an analogy with initial value problem of processes
indicates that the final value wy+1 should be negligible in the analysis of ;. This requires
asymptotic independence and symmetry of m(-). Symmetry condition tells us that past and
future of processes can be interchanged. Time reversibility of m(-) process is immediate from
the definition of p—mixing process. The assumption (i) of theorem 5.1 is also important to
asymptotic distribution of B To have the same form of asymptotic variance as unconditional
expectation, the asymptotic distribution of \/E(B - ﬂo)‘ should be same as that of \/E(B -
1

Wn+

Bo)- Asymptotic independency is a sufficient condition of having same asymptotic distribution.
Assumption (v) of theorem 5.1 can be verified easily under the independence assumption between

€ and w.
6E m y Wn+1, s 8 _
[m (e g}n/ 1, 80, 1)] . — 6_77’ {/m(s,wnﬂﬂmn) fa|w(8‘wn+17ﬂ07n)d8}
— % {/m(gywn+17/60) fg(g,ﬁo)dg} (2())
= 0

3Brown and Hodgson (2000) proposed a locally efficient estimator under elliptical symmetry assumption.

10



where the second equality comes from independency and zero mean property of tangent set 7.

Specific form of efficient estimator under independence assumption can be worked out by
imposing this additional restriction on the general tangent set. Assume that the parameter
matrix # does not include an intercept. Instead the distribution of the disturbances ¢ are
allowed to have a nonzero location parameter. Then equation (14) is given by

1 <& _ _
T, = {t -~ ; {tl(ss) + to(s, 2 l)} L E[Vili(es)] = E [mz(xs,xs l)] - 0} (21)

where /nt1(-) and y/ntz(-) are unrestricted except for the mean zero property. The projection
onto this set of the sum of an arbitrary function of R(e;) consists of following two parts

%2’5158) ZE (e0)led] — VAER()]

n

Proj <% > Rz

t=1

Proj <%;R £t) th T, T ) ZE{ et)|xe, Ty ] — V/nE[R(¢)]

These are indeed projections to the tangent set that are closest to the original function with

minimum mean squared error. Note that the projection to the space of n -1/2 Sy to(ws, l)
is zero because R(e;) is a function of only . Using this result, we obtain

ﬁl(ea Wn+1, ﬁv h’) = nil/z PTOj (nl/z Z m(gta Wn+1, 6)|7&> + /’L(ﬂO’ ho) (22)
t=1

- pn! Z E[m(et, wp+1, B)|e]

t=1

n
= n ") mler, wpsa, B)
t=1

Given a semiparametric efficient 3, we obtain

3

1 n
wn+l _Z Stvwn"'lv ) (23)
=1

as the optimal semiparametric estimator of p(wp+1, 89, 7g). This is a method of moment esti-
mator that integrates out unknown distribution of € using empirical distribution. Naturally,
the next question will be about efficient estimators for multi-period ahead prediction. For two-
period ahead prediction, we have 2 unknown disturbance vectors, i.e., m(es+1, €5, Wn+1; 5, h).
The nonparametric tangent set is the same as before. The projection onto this set of an arbitrary
function of n—1/2 > ) R(es+1,€5) results in

Proj <n—1/ZZR(ss+1,gs)|7;> = —1/ZZ{E (65+1,€s)|€s+1] + FB[R(E5+1,€5)|€s] (24)
s=1
—2E[R(ss+1, s)|}

11



Thus we have

_ | SRR
m(85+1, Esy Wn+1, 5, h) = % PI'OJ (n 1/2 Z R(55+17 55) |7:1> + ,U,(B’ h) (25>
s=1

n

= nt ; (E[R(esa1, €5)|esw1] + E[R(Esrt, €5)|es]} — E[R(Esrt, 5)]

- /m(€8+17587wn+17ﬂ)fa(€s)d€s
+/m(58+1755awn+1aﬁ)fs(55+l)d55+l

_/ |:/m(68+1’637wn+175)f5(€8)d88:| fa(€s+1)d€s+1

Since we do not know the nature of f.(¢) and ¢ is independent of wy,+1 \/n—consistent estimates
of these integrals given 3 and w,+1 are obtained by utilizing the empirical distribution functions
of . Therefore, we have

n n
ﬁl(68+lv €sy Wn+1, ﬁv h) = n_l Z m(gug]a Wn+1, ﬁ) + n_l Zm(gjagzv Wn+1, ﬂ)
j=1 Jj=1
n n
-1 -1 ~ =~ 2
—n Zn Zm(sz,sj,wnﬂ,ﬂ)
=1 j=1

where ¢; is €(y;, w;). When we average this function, the second and the third terms cancel and
we obtain

/7 = 'I’Zil anl Zm(giagjawn+la/ﬁ\) (26)

as the optimal semiparametric estimator of two-period ahead prediction function p(wy+1, B9, ho).
By the same analogy, multi-period, s, ahead case, we obtain

n n
ﬁ:nflZ---nflZm(?tl,...,as,wn,ﬁ) (27)
t1=1 ts=1
as an efficient estimator of p(wp+1, Bg, ho). This is the residual-based estimator of Brown and
Mariano (1989). Here, we have established the semiparametric optimality of the estimator when
the underlying parameter 3 is estimated semiparametric efficiently.
Similarly, the estimators

1| ~ ~
Q — ﬁ [Z W(etawn+1aﬂ)ﬂ-(8tawn+176)/] (28)
t=1
and
~ 1 & N ~
Flefwner) = = > 1 (w(E warn, B) < c) (29)
=1

are the optimal semiparametric estimators of the conditional covariance matrix and the condi-
tional distribution function of endogenous variables.
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5.2 Expectation of ¢ is zero

This is the type of assumption that would be utilized to obtain general heteroskedasticity autoco-
variance consistent (HAC) estimators. A important problem is generalized method of moments
(GMM) estimators of 3 under E [p(y, w, Bg)] = 0. The optimal weight matrix for GMM is given
by the inverse of Q = F [np(y,w, By)p(y, w, Bg)’] and the efficiency of GMM estimates depends
on that of estimates for 2. One of the most popular estimates for 2 was proposed by Newey
and West (1987). Their positive semi-definite, heteroskedasticity and autocorrelation consistent
estimator is given by

m

§=00+ > plim) [+ 8], plim)=1-—L= (30)

j=1

where Qo = L S0 p(yi, wi, B)p(yi, wi, B, O = 2370 41 p(yi, wi, B)p(yivj, wi—j, B), and m,
the bound on the number of sample autocovariances, is equal to the number of nonzero auto-
correlations of p(y;, w;, Bg)-

However, this is not a efficient estimator because it’s based on the sample moments. Using the
method proposed in the previous section, we can obtain the efficient estimate of the covariance
matrix. Let p,(8) = p(ye, wi, B) and p; = p(By). To derive the nonparametric tangent set, we,
first, differentiate E [p(y¢, we, Bg)] = 0 with respect to 7.

of, - L By, h
/psH?:()o fz\z l(Zt|Zt 60 O)dZ (31)

on

= b

Ps Z Sn(yta wt),]

t=—o00

% Z Ps Z s (e, wt)']

s=1 t=1

= F

Then, combining the result of section 3, the nonparametric tangent set is give by

%}jw%w@§j¢]=o} (32)

s=1 t=1

n

% Zt(ys,ws)] =0,F
s=1

s=1

where t(ys, w;) is any function of arguments which satisfies mean zero and imposed semipara-
metric assumption.
The corresponding projection of an arbitrary function onto this set has the form

Proj (% > Rl wt)|7:1> = % > Ry,w) — E [Ln ZR(yt,wt)] (33)

t=1

S

where @ = E [% D=1 =1 PPl -

13



To improve the efficiency of Newey and West (1987) estimator we estimate ; = F [pt P j] =
u(B, h) efficiently. Let my;(ys, w, ) = vec(p,p;_;). Using the previous result, we have

i3, h) = \/iﬁ Proj (% ij@t,wt)m) + (B, ) (34)

n
= _Zm] ytth Zm] Yr, Wr Zp;] Q_lizpt
t=1

= . Z {mj(ye, wr) — CQ1p,}
=1

where C = E [n™2 Y " m;(yr, wr) Yoy pi]. An optimal semiparametric estimator of €2 is
given by

n

Z [m] Y, W) CQflpt] (35)

t=1

3|>—‘

where consistent estimators for C and  can be obtained using Newey and West’s (1987) method.
Note that this estimator differs from the standard approach by the second term in the summa-
tion. This estimator will be asymptotically efficient if semiparametric efficient estimates of G
are used. By substituting all components, ﬁj, of Newey and West (1987) estimator, we will get
a more efficient estimator of 2.

6 Conclusion

This paper explores scores, semiparametric efficiency bound, and efficient estimation of expec-
tation in dynamic nonlinear systems. The semiparametric efficiency bound is developed for
dynamic problems. The explicit form of the semiparametric efficient expectation estimator is
worked out for two important semiparametric assumptions. Under the assumption of indepen-
dence between disturbances and predetermined variables, the residual-based predictors proposed
by Brown and Mariano (1989) are shown to be semiparametric efficient. Under unconditional
mean zero assumption, we developed improved heteroskedasticity, autocorrelation consistent
(HAC) estimators.

14



Appendix: Mathematical Proofs

Proof of Lemma 3.1. Define the vector of unknown parameters
6 = (/87 fz‘z*l(z|zil)> € A - @ X E

Define the sequence of absolute continuous probability measures {Ps,}, which represent the
distribution of the sample of size n when § is the parameter vectors. By Radon-Nikodym
theorem, there exist densities relative to a measure . Define the Hilbert space H = Hy + H>
where H; and H are the Hilbert space containing functions of the form

N
hl(yawvﬂ) =K % ;Sﬂ(ytthaﬂ)\/r[?:1fzzl(Zt|Ztl)

where k is a vector of constants with dimensionality equal to that of 3. We further define H;
as the set of all bounded, square-integrable functions hy(y,w, 3) having the form

ha(y, w, 3) = % Zt(yta we, 3) \/H?:1fz\z*l(zt|zt_l)
t=1

such that [ ha(y,w, ) \/H?=1fz|zfz(zt|zt*l)d2 =0 where Z = (21, -+, 2p).
Define the norm of an element h € H by

1/2
il = { [t + hz<y,w,ﬂ>>2dw}

The following sequence of linear operators { Ay} maps H into RP x L :

Vi [0 s(yswe) == S0y by Iy fo (2|2 D dz
_ 12 ﬂf\/ﬁZt—l (Yt W) 75 D e=1 1\/ te1fa (2l )

An(h)
ha(y, w, B)y/ Ty fopomt el 277)

For every h € H, we have

S+ Ap(h)=6+n"Y? . =
hZ(y7 w, B) \/H?=1fz|z*l (Zt‘zt )

To obtain our LAN theory, we have to verify that conditions 1-3 of Ibragimov and Khas’minskii
(1991, p.1682) hold for our model. Condition 1 states that lim,_, ||An(h)|| = 0, for all h € H,
which holds by the boundedness and integrability of hy(y,w,3). Condition 2 will follow if we
can show that for every h € H, there exists n sufficiently large that 6 + A,(h) € A. We note
that 3+ n~1/2k € O, since § € int © for n sufficiently large. It’s not hard to see that for n
sufficiently large, fz|zfz(zt|z[l) +n "1 2hy(y, w, B) \/Hﬁzlfz‘zfz(zﬂz[l) is a density function. So,
Condition 2 holds.
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To check Condition 3, we analyze the asymptotic behavior of the likelihood ratio A, (6 +
An(h),8) = ‘ﬂj‘stiJ'—}‘;‘;‘(h). With appropriate assumptions on the distribution of the initial conditions,

and defining 5, = 3 + n~1Y/2k, we can approximate the likelihood ratio by

fzzl(zt|ztll;ﬂn) +n_1/2h 2(ye, we, B \/fz|z*l Zt|zt $ On)
fz|z*l(zt|zt_;/6) fz|z*l(zt|zt 7/6)

An(6 4 An(h),6) =1l {

Note that the following Taylor expansion;

0 f izl B)
—1/2 zlz t
n KR 8/6

K+ Op(n~3/?)

fz|z*l(zt|ztil;6n) = fz\z*l(zt|2;l;ﬂ)+

i/{,/ 82fz\z*l (Zt|Z;l; 6)
o 2507

Now define

ri(B) = ha(ye, we, B\ fy1 (2l 5)
We have

nY2ry(8,) = n"2ry(8) + 7t /57“5(;)

Substituting the above expansion into the likelihood ratio equation, we get

_1/2 /8fz|z l(zt|zt aﬂ)/aﬂ
fz\z*l(zt‘zt 75)
+n_1/2 ha(ys, we, )
\/fz\z*l Zt|zt_l;/6)
1 a fz|z l(zt|zt aﬁ)/aﬂaﬁ
+— K
2n f\z*l(2t|zt i 8)
1 K0r(B)/08
— 1
nfz|z*l(zt|2;l;6) +Op( )}

+Op(n~3/?)

An(6+ Ap(h),8) = IIL {1+n

We note that 1
exp(x) =14z +za? +---,

2
that . )
_]_ 6 f‘z*l(zt‘zt 7/6)/65616 Op(]_>7
t=1 fz|z*l(zt|zt 7ﬂ)
and that .
nt or(B)/0B = 0p(1).

=1 fz|z*l(zt|zt_l; /6)
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Using above results, we obtain

- 8f zlz—! Zt|2 7/6)/85 _ , W aﬁ)
A6+ An(h),8) = expdn b2 il /2 ACA
( ( ) ) P {n ; fz|z l(Zt|Zt aﬁ) Z \/fz|z l Zt|2t ,ﬂ)

2
1 " lafz\z*l(zt‘z;l7ﬁ)/aﬁ hZ(ytawth>
- = + +0,(1
2n < {H fz|z,l(2’t|zt_l;5> \/fz\z*l(zt‘zt_l;ﬁ) op(1)

Defining the quantity

_ " 8fzz l Zt|z 76)/8ﬂ h ( tawtvﬁ)
n1/2 | t n 2\Y
Z { fz\z l(Zt|Zt 75 \/fz\z*l(zt|2;l;ﬂ) }

t=1

We can show that
An(h) —a N (0,121

by the stationarity and boundedness of sum of covariances, where

2
 0F.o-1(2l2'5.8) /08 ha(yt, we, ) 2
- - —p |

Z{ Fopemi (a5 6) \/fz|z*l(zt‘zt_l;5) R

It follows that )
Aalo+ An(1).8) = exp { () 5 11y + 051
so that the LAN conditions of Ibragimov and Khas'minskii (1991) are satisfied. m

Proof of Lemma 3.2. By adding and subtracting,
1 n n 1 n i n
E [E > p(z) Zq(zs)'] = - > E |p(z) Zq(zs)’]
=1 =1 L s=1

s=1
= I B Y q(zsy] -
t=1

M=

0
E [p(Zt)- > Q(zs)’]

§=—00

-
Il
=

n B n

= S Epe) Y ata)
t=1 L

§=—00

+0(1)

To show the last line, we decompose each term as follows

n 0 n i "
%ZE p(z) Y Q(Zs)/] - %ZE p(z) Y alz)
=1

s§=—00 t=1 L §=—00 t=1 s=—r+1
i -r n 0
= %ZE p(z) > alzs) +% Y E [p(zt) > alz)
t=1 L §=—00 t=r+1 s=—r+1
r 0
2B o) Y el
t=1 s=—r+1
T2



where £(r) > 0. =

Proof of Lemma 3.3. Consider an local data generating process with parameter 6,,. Since
local data generating process for regular parametric submodels are contiguous to the process
with 0,, = 6o, /n(ii — o) = % > t=1 ¥, (Yt wi) + 0p(1) also holds under the process. Then by
the addition and subtraction,

V=) = D () = B [0, (00)]) + Vo
t=1

+VnEn [,(y,w)] + 0p(1)
where pu,, = u(0,). By regularity f(6,) —*° f(6o), so that

lim, 00 [% S (@b#(yt, wy) — Ep [w#(y, w)] )} = 0. Also, by LAN condition, \/n (5 — Hn) —
N(0,Vp). Therefore, we have

EIH

Z 1% ytawt E, [wu(va)]) —d N(07 VH)
t=1

where V,, = E[2 Y1 1V (e, we) Yy ¥, (ys, ws)'] - We can expand /nE, [1,(y, w)] around
0o.

\/ﬁEn [wu(va)] - \/ﬁ {E [wu(yaw)] +FE
+o (v/n]|05, — bol|)
E [%(y,w) > Se(ytawt)/] V(0 — 6o) + 0p(1)

t=—00

= E [% > by w) > se(ur, wt)/] vV (6n = 00) + 0p(1)
t=1 t=1

The last line comes from Lemma 3.2. Also, by differentiability of w(6),

Vil — ) = \/ﬁ[a“(e")(enemo(eneo)]

00’
~ Ou(bo)
o0y’

Yy, w) Z SO(ytywt)/] (On — 90)}

t=—o00

V(0 — 0o) + o(1)
Thus, we have

Vi = pn) = aN(0,Vy)

+ {E % Z¢u(yt7wt) Zse(ymwt)/] - 8%(90/0) } Vn(6n — 6o) + o(1)
=1

t=1
Since /n(fi—pp) —4q N(0,V,) for 6, = 0y, it follows from the above that the limiting distribution
of \/n(in — n(0y)) exists and does not depend on the sequence {6,,} if and only if

{E [% Zwu(yt, w) Z so(yt, wt)/] 8%(;/0) } Vn(0n — 00) = o(1)
t=1 t=1
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This equation holds for all sequences such that /n(6,, — o) is bounded if and only if % =
E [% > i1 wu(?/ty wt) Y=g S6(Yts wt” +op(1). m

Proof of Theorem 3.1. For any asymptotically linear and regular estimator z the variance
will be

Vi, = lim Var (Vi)
= lim {Var (M:) + Var (\/ﬁZ)}
= Vi + lim Var (vng)
Therefore, the minimum variance will be V; .

Proof of Theorem 4.1. Let S; = { B\/nsg + /nt : /nt € Ty and B is a constant ¢ x p matrix}
which is linear. By definition, B\/nsg = B\/ns + B Proj (v/nss|7;) = B\/ns + \/nt. So we can
rewrite S; = {By/ns + \/nt : \/nt € Ty} . From the differentiability of any regular parametric
submodels, O (0)/90" can be written as follows

8M(O> 8{fm(y’w’ﬂ)H?Z—oof(Zt|Zt—lv507h’O)dZ}
o0’ GJl

.98
o0’

Bo

H?=—oof(2’t|2t71, /607 ho)/ael
P o f (2|21, Bo, ho)

m(y7 w, /60> Z SO(yta W, /60>/]

t=—00

0
4 / m(y,w, o) - T (2211, Bos ho)dz

= MI[,,0]+E

n

% Zm(ytv Wt, 60) Z Se(ytv Wt, 60)/ + Op(l)
t=1

t=1

— M (E[n55])) ‘E [nssy) + E

= EB|(M (B [i5]) " Va5 + Vam) Vi + op(1)

The third line follows by E [n55)] = (E [n55'] ,0) and Lemma 3.2. Therefore, \/nip,, = M (E [n55' Nt
V/ns + /nm. Since By/n3 is orthogonal to 7; the projection on S; is direct summation of the
projection on the linear space of By/ns and the projection on 7. The projection \/ﬁ%‘ on S, is

Proj (Vig,|S,) = M (E [n58]) " \/iis + Proj (vam|S,)
— M (E[n55)) ' Vns + E [nms] (E [n55']) ' /ns + Proj (vim|Ty)
= Proj (Vam|Ty) + (M + E [nms']) (E [n55']) " Vs
SN

Therefore, the semiparametric efficiency bound is the covariance of \/EE: Since 1/n3 is orthog-
onal to the tangent set 7, then it has zero covariance with Proj (v/nm|7;). We have the form
given in the theorem for the efficiency bound. m
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Proof of Corollary 5.1. By the mean zero property of score functions and the orthog-
onality of 7, and /n3, we have E [nms'| = 0. By the assumption, we have Proj(y/nm|7;) =

n=Y2 30 (m(ye, we, Bg) — pio)- Therefore, the efficiency bound is
!/
m(ye, wt, Bo) — #0)) ]

(g ) (55

+M-VB-M

Vo+ M-V M =

3
it

Proof of Theorem 5.1. Adding and subtracting, we get the expression
n? (i~ fiBo)) = 2 (i (Bo, ho) — filo)] +n*/? [i(B) ~ fi(5o)]
/2 { i (B.ho) — ()] [ (8o, ho) — (o)) }

0 [ (53) - 7 (3.10)]

By the mean value theorem, the second term yields
A(B) — A(Bo) = M(57)n2(B ~ o).
where 3* lies between 3 and Bo- The continuity of M (8*) together with (ii) implies
M(B*)nt/(B — o) = M(Bo)n*/25iatbg (. wr) + 0p(1)

Assumptions (iv) and (v) imply that the last two lines are op,(1), whereupon we have

n¥/2 (Ji = ji(Bo) ) = n*/2 {[i7 (B0, ho) — i(Bo)] + M (Bo)n ™25yt un, we) } + 0p(1)

Now, asymptotic normality of the first term is given by (i) and \/ﬁEﬂ must be orthogonal

to elements of 7, for E [\/nyg] = 0. Thus y/ntps and Proj (n=Y2 30 m(ye, w, Bo)|Tg) are

orthogonal and the covariance matrix exists by (ii) and (vi) with the form given in the theorem.
To show 1i(8g) = g, we know

) = / (8, ho) T f(24]20-1: Bos ho)d2
= ﬁahO)

identically in § since a projection on the tangent set has mean zero. So,

#(Bo) = 1(Bo, ko) = o

By differentiating this equation with respect to 3, we have

n

M(By) + E | (Bo, ho) Z S@(yt,wt)’] =M+ E

t=—o00

n

m(y, w, Bo) Z s6(yt we)'

t=—o00
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Since

E |m (8o, ho) Z Sﬁ(yt’wt)] = %ZE
=1

Proj (m(y, we, Bo)|7q) Z Sﬂ(ytth)]

. el
_ By, w, o) Proj (_Z sg(yt,wnw;)],
we have
M(3) = M+E -m(y,w,ﬂo) {_Z s5(ye, wr) — Proj (_Z sa(yt,ww;) H
_ MiB -m(y,w,ﬂo)t_zn: s<yt,wt>]
~ M+ E %;m(yt,wt,ﬂo)gs(ys,ws)]
. _

Proof of Corollary 5.2.  Under the assumptions, Corollary 5.2 follows directly from
Corollary 1 in Brown and Newey (1998). m
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