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PROCESS FOR TREATING WASTE WATER
CONTAINING HYDROFLUORIC ACID AND
MIXED ACID ETCHANT WASTE

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY-
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

Not applicable.

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

Not applicable.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The process of the present invention relates to treating
waste water by reverse osmosis. More specifically, this
process involves treating waste water that contains hydrof-
luoric acid (HF) and mixed acid etchant (MAE) waste.

Currently, waste water containing HF and MAE waste is
generated by silicon wafer manufacturers. MAE waste con-
tains mixtures of acids including hydrofluoric acid and nitric
acid (NHO,). It also may contain acetic acid (CH,CO,H).
Still further, the MAE waste contains dissolved silica (SiO,).
Dissolved silica may also be found in the HF stream that is
part of the waste water. Conventionally, this waste water is
treated with calcium hydroxide (Ca(OH),, which is lime) or
calcium chloride (CaClL,) to precipitate fluoride. The disad-
vantage with this process is that it is difficult to produce
clean and reusable water, and instead, much of the waste
water must be disposed. Another disadvantage with this
process is that when CaCl, is used, it is especially difficult
to reclaim the water due to the presence of a high concen-
tration of chloride. Another disadvantage is that lime or
calcium chloride treatment does not remove nitrates.
Another method for treating this waste is by biological
denitrification so as to remove nitrates from the waste water.
However, such a process requires expensive capital costs.
Still further, both of these conventional processes are not
able to concentrate the waste being removed, and therefore,
these processes require large vessels for processing the
waste water.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide a process
for treating waste water containing hydrofluoric acid, mixed
acid etchant waste, and dissolved silica that is able to
produce clean, reusable water.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
waste water treatment system that results in lower capital
costs compared to conventional systems because the waste
is concentrated thus requiring smaller treatment vessels.

According to the present invention, the foregoing and
other objects are achieved by a process for treating waste
water containing hydrofluoric acid, mixed acid etchant
waste, dissolved silica, and solid particles and a system for
performing this process. This process involves adjusting the
pH of the waste water to about 7 or above, filtering the waste
water to remove solid particles, adding an anti-scalant to the
waste water, and feeding the waste water through a reverse
osmosis membrane. The reverse osmosis membrane sepa-
rates the waste water into a permeate stream, which product,
and a reject stream.

Additional objects, advantages and novel features of the
invention will be set forth in part in the description which
follows, and in part will become apparent to those skilled in
the art upon examination of the following, or may be learned
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2

from practice of the invention. The objects and advantages
of the invention may be realized and attained by means of
the instrumentalities and combinations particularly pointed
out in the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

In the accompanying drawing, which forms a part of the
specification and is to be read in conjunction therewith:

The drawing is a schematic representation of a waste
water treatment system for performing the process of the
preferred embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring to the drawing, a system 10 for treating waste
water containing hydrofluoric acid and mixed acid etchant
waste is shown. A line 12 carries waste water to a pump 14,
which pumps the waste water through a line 16 and into a
tank 18. A line 20 feeds an acid or base into tank 18 to adjust
the pH of the waste water. The waste water exits tank 18
through a line 22 and is pumped by pump 24 into a line 26,
through which it is fed into a filter 28. Solids exit filter 28
through a line 30, and liquid exits through a line 32 which
feeds the liquid to a second filter 34. Solids exit second filter
34 through a line 36 and are combined with the solids in line
30 into a line 38. The solids exit in line 38 to a housing drain
or a gravity drain (not shown). Liquid exits filter 34 in a line
40. An anti-scalant is pumped by a pump 41 into a line 42
and is then combined with the filtered liquid from line 40 in
a line 44. The filtered liquidating-scalant in line 44 is fed
through a pump 46 to a line 48 and into a reverse osmosis
(RO) unit 50. A permeate stream exits reverse osmosis unit
50 through a line 52, and a reject stream exits the reverse
osmosis unit through a line 54. The permeate stream, which
is the product of system 10, is carried by line 52 to a tank
56 for storage. The product may exit tank 56 through a line
58, where a pump 60 pumps it through a line 61 and then,
depending upon the purity of the product, through a valve 62
and through a line 64, or, alternatively, through a valve 66
and a line 68. A conductivity meter (not shown) may be used
to test the purity of the product. Water that can be used as
reclaim water exits through valve 62 and line 64, and the
water that must be further treated exits through valve 66 and
line 68.

The system described above is used to perform a waste
water treatment process, which is another aspect of the
present invention. This process involves treating mixed acid
etchant (MAE) waste, which contains hydrofluoric acid,
nitric acid, and dissolved silica. It also may contain acetic
acid. The silica may be in the form of SiO,, Si(OH),,, silicon
tetrafluoride (SiF,), SiF(OH),, SiF,(OH),, or SiF,(OH), or
combinations thereof. Preferably, the waste water treated by
the process of the present invention contains MAE waste
and other hydrofluoric acid (HF) waste. The HF waste may
also contain dissolved silica. Usually, the waste water has an
acidic pH when it enters the system in line 12. More
specifically, its pH is generally below 6. More often it is
below 4, and most often it is below 3. When the waste water
does not have a pH below 6, it is often because another
stream has been mixed into the waste. An example of such
a stream is a buffered oxide etchant (BOE), which is
comprised of mixtures of hydrofluoric acid (HF), ammonia
(NH;) or ammonium hydroxide (NH,OH), and ammonium
fluoride (NH,F).

For the best results, the waste water stream to be treated,
which is carried in line 12, has a fluoride content of less than
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2000 parts per million (ppm), a calcium content of less that
250 ppm, a magnesium content of less than 10 ppm, a silica
content of less than 200 ppm, an iron content of less than 10
ppm, an aluminum content of less than 10 ppm, a nitrate and
nitrite content of less than 7500 ppm, and an acetate content
of less than 5000 ppm. Preferably, this waste water stream
has a fluoride content of less than 1750 ppm, a calcium
content of less than 200 ppm, a magnesium content of less
than 5 ppm, a silica content of less than 150 ppm, an iron
content of less than 5 ppm, an aluminum content of less than
5 ppm, a nitrate and nitrite content of less than 5000 ppm,
and an acetate content of less than 3000 ppm. Most
preferably, this waste water stream has a fluoride content
less than 1500 ppm, a calcium content less than 150 ppm, a
magnesium content of less than 5 ppm, a silica content less
than 130 ppm, an iron content of less than 5 ppm, an
aluminum content of less than 5 ppm, a nitrate and nitrite
content of less than 2500 ppm, and an acetate content of less
than 2000 ppm. The temperature of the waste water entering
the system is preferably between about 15 and 40° C. More
preferably, it is between about 20 and 30° C. Most
preferably, it is between about 23 and 27° C.

The pH of the waste water is adjusted to approximately 7
or above in tank 18. Preferably, the pH is adjusted to
between about 8 and 10. Most preferably, the pH is adjusted
to between about 8.5 and 9.5 when the silica content of the
waste water is below 150 ppm, and the pH is adjusted to
between about 9.5 and 10 when the silica content of the
waste water is 150 ppm or above. A base, such as but not
limited to, sodium hydroxide (NaOH), potassium hydroxide
(KOH), or ammonium hydroxide (NH,OH), may be used to
adjust the pH by feeding the base through line 20 into tank
18. Preferably, calcium containing bases such as calcium
hydroxide or calcium carbonate are avoided so as to reduce
the possibility of scaling in the reverse osmosis unit. If the
pH of the waste water is above 8, no adjustment may be
necessary, or an acid, such as but not limited to sulfuric acid
or hydrochloric acid, may be used to adjust the pH to the
preferred pH.

The waste water is passed through a filtration unit to
remove solid particles. Preferably, this filtration step is
performed after the pH of the waste water is adjusted, as
shown in the drawing. This filtration step is especially
important when the waste water being treated contains high
levels of silica. This filtration unit may include one or more
filters selected from cartridge filters, line filters, bag filters,
sand filters, multi-media filters, ultrafilters, or microfilters.
The filtration unit is shown as two filters, 28 and 34, in the
drawing, but the process of the present invention can be
carried out with one filter. Preferably, the filtration unit
removes solids in the waste water so that the waste water
exiting the filtration unit has a turbidity below about 3
nephelometric turbidity units (NTU). More preferably, its
turbidity is below 1 NTU, and most preferably, its turbidity
is below 0.2 NTU. By reducing the solids in the waste water,
the life of the reverse osmosis membrane is prolonged
because plugging caused by solids is prevented. Preferably,
the filter contains activated carbon or granular activated
carbon, which acts to remove organic compounds, such as
surfactants, soaps, and some organic solvents, that may be in
the water. Organic compounds, if not removed, may coat the
surface of the reverse osmosis membrane decreasing its life
time. The carbon treatment can also protect the reverse
osmosis membrane from biologically active components
such as fungus or mold, which also can decrease the
effectiveness of the reverse osmosis membrane.

Following the pH adjustment and the filtration, the waste
water is processed through reverse osmosis unit 50, which
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includes at least one membrane. The water that passes
through the membrane is the reverse osmosis permeate. It
exits unit 50 in line 52. The water that is rejected by the
membrane and which contains most of the dissolved solids
is the reverse osmosis reject. It exits unit 50 in line 54. The
osmotic pressure of the feed water increases as it is con-
centrated through each pass of the reverse osmosis unit. To
help the process run more efficiently, the membrane should
be cleaned periodically, such as approximately every 6
months. Because the process of the present invention
involves concentrating the waste contained in the waste
water, it requires smaller vessels than conventional treat-
ment operations.

The reverse osmosis membrane may be comprised of
cellulose acetate, a thin film composite, or other materials
known in the art. Preferably, if thin film composite mem-
branes are used, they are used in the form of a spiral wound
membrane. It is preferable that the maximum pressure at
which the membrane should operate is 600 psi. More
preferably, the membrane is operated at a pressure of
between about 150 and 350 psi.

In one embodiment, reverse osmosis unit 50 is a two pass
reverse osmosis system. In a two pass reverse osmosis unit,
the waste water is fed through a first pass where it is
separated into a first permeate and a first reject. The first
permeate from the first pass is pumped as a feed stream to
a second reverse osmosis pass. The first reject stream
contains the majority of the dissolved salt, which exits the
system of the present invention through line 54, and may be
pumped to a fluoride waste treatment system. The second
pass separates the first permeate into a second permeate and
a second reject. The second reject is recycled and combined
with the incoming waste water before it enters the first pass
of unit 50, while the second permeate, the product, is fed to
product storage tank 56 via line 52.

Each reverse osmosis pass is comprised of banks or arrays
of membranes. If this is a two pass system, it is common for
the first pass to have an array comprising two banks of
concentrate staged pressure vessels with each pressure ves-
sel containing the equivalent of four eight inch diameter by
sixty inch long membrane elements in series with an oper-
ating recovery of about 75 to 80%. It is common for the
second pass to have an array comprising two banks of
concentrate staged pressure vessels with each pressure ves-
sel containing the equivalent of four eight inch diameter by
sixty inch long membrane elements in series with an oper-
ating recovery of about 90%. Permeate from the first pass is
fed to the second pass.

The banks of the reverse osmosis system may contain the
same type of membranes. Preferably, however, the banks of
the system of the preferred embodiment include two differ-
ent types of membranes. The most preferred configuration
for reverse osmosis unit 50 is as described above with the
first bank of the first pass containing extra-high reject (XR)
membranes, the second bank of the first pass containing high
reject (HR) membranes, and both banks of the second pass
containing either all XR or all HR membranes. However,
reverse osmosis unit 50 may be comprised of all XR
membrane, all HR membranes, or any combination of these
membranes. The XR membranes have a higher rejection
rate, but produce less permeate flow than the HR membranes
at the same pressure. The combination of XR and HR
membranes described as the preferred embodiment is able to
obtain a good balance between system performance and
operating costs. The XR and HR membranes described
above may be obtained from Koch Membrane Systems, Inc.
of San Diego, Calif.
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Preferably, the product, which is the permeate from the
second pass and is shown exiting reverse osmosis unit 50 in
line 52, has a maximum fluoride content of 15 ppm. Most
preferably, this product has maximum fluoride content of 4
ppm, a maximum calcium content of 25 ppm, a maximum

6

known as dendrimer. It maintains performance at extreme
temperatures and pHs, is stable in the presence of multiva-
lent ions such as iron and aluminum, does not contain
phosphates which promote biological growth, and will not

. . - 5 precipitate or foul the membrane at high concentration.
magnesium content of less than 1 ppm, a maximum silica
content of less than 0.5 ppm, a maximum iron content of less Example 1, infra, shows the compositions of feed and
than 1 ppm, a maximum a luminum content of less than 1 product streams during a pilot operation. Examples 2-4,
ppm, a maximum nitrate and nitrite content of 40 ppm, and  jpfra, show the compositions of proposed feed steams and
a maximum acetate content (?f 7.5 ppm. . o 10 the compositions of resulting intermediate and product
Because of the preferred high pH operating conditions of  gyreams shown by computer models of the process of the
thelproces§llof the pr.esenﬁ lovention, a certe}m amognt of present invention. These examples are not meant in any way
scaling will occur in the reverse osmosis membrane. to limit the scope of this invention.
Therefore, it is desirable to use an anti-scalant to reduce
scaling and fouling caused by silica, calcium fluoride and
8 § causst Dy Suicd, e ; 15 EXAMPLE 1
magnesium. In the embodiment depicted in the drawing, the
anti-scalant is pumped into the system via pump 41 and line . ..
1S pump . 4 pump =/ The following table shows the composition of a waste
42. Any anti-scalant that is able to reduce the scaling of the ter feed and the first and d ) ted by th
membranes under the operating conditions of the system Wwater feed and the rs. an sgcon Permee} ¢S crea e. y the
may be used. However, it is preferred that the anti-scalant 0 process of the present invention durmg a pilot opf:ratlon. The
does not contain phosphorous so that it does not promote ~ Waste water fed was a MAE waste which was adjusted to pH
biological growth in the waste water feed or in the tanks, 8.0 to 8.5 using Na‘OH. The pilot operation used 3 HR
piping, or reverse osmosis unit. By reducing membrane membrane modules in series. The MAE waste was p.assed
fouling, the anti-scalant minimizes membrane cleaning  through the membrane modules so as to be separated into a
requirements. ” first permeate stream and a first reject stream. The first
The anti-scalant is used in a concentration of between  permeate stream was then feq through the same membrane
about 5 and 200 ppm of the waste water. Preferably, about module so as to be separated into a second permeate stream
10 ppm of anti-scalant are used to control scaling. Any of and a second reject stream.
Stream entering the first
pass of the RO unit Second Permeate
UNITS before pH adjustment  First Permeate (Product)
Total Organic Carbon (TOC) ppb 15,000 310
pH 3.1 7.3 6.6
Silica, dissolved ppb 130,000 1,300 90
total dissolved solids by conductivity ppm 28,000 760 19
total suspended solids ppm 29 2.4 2.4
turbidity ntu 0 0 0
Total Alkalinity mg as CaCO; <1 32 6
Anions by Ion Chromatography (IC)
acetate ppb 3,000,000 28,000 300
fluoride ppb 1,500,000 22,000 260
nitrate ppb 5,000,000 600,000 17,000
Cations by Ion Chromatorgraph (IC)
sodium ppb * 230,000 5,600
Transition Metals by Inductively ppb * * *
Coupled Plasma-Mass Spectrometry
aluminum ppb 6 15 *
barium ppb * 1 *
boron ppb * 13 9
calcium ppb 280 500 *
chromium ppb 19.0 1 *
magnesium ppb 4 9 1
manganese ppb 2 * *
nickel ppb 13 5 *
potassium ppb * 160 *
sodium ppb 41,000 230,000 6,200
zinc ppb 2 2.0 *
*element not > detection limits
. . . 60
these concentrations of anti-scalant must not crystallize, EXAMPLE 2
precipitate, cause fouling, or cause other problems with the . -
membrane. Still further, if fluoride and calcium levels in the The ffohlowhng ta.ble shov&is. the comp051tt110ns of 2 Wastg
waste water drop, using an overdose of the anti-scalant will ~ Water feed and various resulting streams that were create
not cause problems. by a computer model of the process of the present invention.
Most preferably, KochTREAT™ ASL720 anti-scalant, 65 The temperature of the feed was 25° C. The pH of the feed

which is obtained from Koch Fluid Systems, is used. This
anti-scalant is based on a hyperbranched macromolecule

was adjusted to 8. A two pass reverse osmosis unit was used.
The inlet pressure into the first reverse osmosis pass was
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264.3 psig, and the inlet pressure into the second reverse
osmosis pass was 249.7 psig. XR membranes were used in
a 6:3 array in the first pass, and XR membranes were used
in a 3:1 array in the second pass. The first pass obtained a
75% recovery, and the second pass obtained a 90% recovery.

8

temperature of the feed was 25° C. The pH of the feed was
adjusted to 8. A two pass reverse osmosis unit was used. The
inlet pressure into the first reverse osmosis pass was 245
psig, and the inlet pressure into the second reverse osmosis
pass was 129.5 psig. XR membranes were used in the first

Feed after the pH

is adjusted plus Second
Feed after the recycled Second First First Second Permeate
Feed  pH is adjusted Reject Reject Permeate  Reject  (Product)
Concentration (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L)  (mg/L)
Na* 1086.64 1124.75 1064.55 4159.53 32.89 322.04 0.76
K+ 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00
NH,*" 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.11 0.00 0.02 0.00
CO;~ 0.00 0.92 0.85 341 0.00 0.00 0.00
HCO; 1.15 100.37 93.85 371.45 1.36 13.45 0.24
CI~ 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.04 0.00 0.00 0.00
NO;~ 2140.03 2140.03 2030.49 7912.84 69.70 679.45 1.95
F~ 642.09 642.09 595.51 2375.72 211 21.01 0.01
SiO, 55.65 55.65 52.04 205.89 0.75 7.45 0.01
CH;CO,~ 1284.04 1284.04 1195.40 4750.76 10.28 102.18 0.07
CO, 73.93 1.63 1.63 1.63 1.59 1.59 1.43
Total Ions 5209.64 5347.90 5032.73 19779.78 117.09  1145.62 3.04
Total 5209.06 5296.83 4984.98 19590.77 116.40  1138.77 291
Dissolved
Solids (TDS)
(180° C))
pH 4.40 8.00 7.69 8.57 6.14 7.14 5.43
Osmotic 46.21 47.31 44.47 174.99 0.96 9.38 0.02
Pressure (psig)
Langlier Index -9.60 -6.00 -6.31 -5.43 -7.86 -6.86 -8.57
Stiff-Davis -14.24 -8.70 -9.01 -8.11 — — —
Index
EXAMPLE 3 bank of the first pass, and HR membranes were used in the

The following table shows the compositions of a waste 3°
water feed and various resulting streams were created by a
computer model of the process of the present invention. The

second bank of the first pass. HR membranes were used in
the second pass. The first pass obtained a 75% recovery, and
the second pass obtained a 90% recovery.

Feed after the pH is

adjusted plus Second
Feed after the recycled Second First Second Permeate
Feed pH is adjusted Reject First Reject Permeate  Reject  (Product)
Concentration (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/l) (mg/L)
Na* 1086.64 1124.75 1070.70 4155.65 42.39 404.17 2.19
K+ 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00
NH,* 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.10 0.00 0.03 0.00
CO;”~ 0.00 0.92 0.85 3.41 0.00 0.00 0.00
HCO;~ 1.15 100.37 94.12 371.34 1.75 17.06 0.26
ClI™ 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.04 0.00 0.00 0.00
NO;~ 2140.03 2140.03 2043.47 7902.88 90.33 852.76 5.61
F- 642.09 642.09 595.98 2375.69 2.75 2732 0.02
SiO, 55.65 55.65 52.19 205.84 0.98 9.55 0.02
CH;CO,~ 1284.04 1284.04 1197.10 4750.45 12.65 124.88 0.18
CO, 73.93 1.63 1.63 1.63 1.60 1.60 1.45
Total Ions 5209.64 5347.90 5054.47 19765.44 150.84  1435.77 8.29
Total Dissolved ~ 5209.06 5296.83 5006.58 19576.48 149.96  1427.09 8.16
Solids (TDS)
(180° C)
pH 4.40 8.00 7.69 8.57 6.25 7.24 5.46
Osmotic 46.21 47.31 44.65 174.88 1.23 11.78 0.06
Pressure (psig)
Langlier Index -9.60 -6.00 -6.31 -5.43 =775 -6.76 -8.54
Stiff-Davis -14.24 -8.70 -9.01 -8.11 — — —
Index

65
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EXAMPLE 4

The following table shows the composition of a waste
water feed and various resulting streams that were created
by a computer model of the process of the present invention.
The temperature of the feed was 25° C. The pH of the feed
was adjusted to 9. A two pass reverse 0smosis unit was used.
The inlet pressure into the first reverse osmosis pass was
455.7 psig, and the inlet pressure into the second reverse
osmosis pass was 179.0 psig. XR membranes were used in
the first bank of the first pass, and HR membranes were used
in the second bank of the first pass. HR membranes were
used in the second pass. The first pass obtained a 75%
recovery, and the second pass obtained a 90% recovery.

10

10

5. The process of claim 4, wherein the turbidity of said
waste water is below about 3 nephelometric turbidity units
(NTU) after said filtering step.

6. The process of claim 5, wherein said filtering step uses
one or more filters selected from the group consisting of
cartridge filters, line filters, bag filters, sand filters, multi-
media filters, ultrafilters, and microfilters.

7. The process of claim 6, wherein said filter further
comprising of activated carbon.

8. The process of claim 1, wherein said reverse osmosis
unit comprises a first pass and a second pass, and wherein
the step of feeding said waste water through said reverse to
osmosis unit comprises feeding said waste water through
said first pass to separate said waste water into a first

Feed after the pH is

adjusted plus Second
Feed after the recycled Second First Second Permeate
Feed pH is adjusted Reject First Reject Permeate  Reject  (Product)
Concentration (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L)  (mg/L)
Na* 2538.87 2539.10 2417.81 9385.41 95.28 921.45 3.49
HCO;~ 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.04 0.00 0.00 0.00
NO;~ 5000.00 5000.00 4773.55 18476.08 206.03  1979.31 9.00
F- 1500.00 1500.00 1392.20 5549.93 6.29 62.66 0.03
Sio, 130.00 130.00 121.91 480.89 2.26 22.19 0.04
CH;CO,~ 3000.00 3000.00 2796.51 11099.22 28.94 286.76 0.29
Total Tons 12168.88 12169.11 11501.99 44991.57 338.80 3272.37 1285
Total 12168.88 12169.11 11501.99 44991.55 338.80 3272.37  12.85
Dissolved
Solids (TDS)
(180° C)
pH 1.00 9.00 9.03 9.90 9.51 11.68  11.65
Osmotic 107.95 107.95 101.87 399.15 2.78 26.84 0.10
Pressure
(psig)
Langlier -13.00 -5.00 -4.97 -4.10 -4.49 -232 =235
Index
Stiff-Davis -20.05 -12.02 -11.96 -11.07 — — —
Index

From the foregoing, it will be seen that this invention is
one well adapted to attain all the ends and objects herein-
above set forth together with other advantages which are
obvious and inherent to the process. It will be understood
that certain features and subcombinations are of utility and
may be employed without reference to other features and
subcombinations. This is contemplated by and is within the
scope of the claims. Since many possible embodiments may
be made of the invention without departing from the scope
thereof, it is to be understood that all matter herein set forth
is to be interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

We claim:

1. A process for treating waste water comprising mixed
acid etchant waste comprised of HF, nitric acid, and dis-
solved silica, said process comprising:

adjusting the pH of said waste water to about 7 or above;

and

feeding said waste water through a reverse osmosis unit

comprising at least one reverse osmosis membrane.

2. The process of claim 1, wherein said pH is adjusted to
between about 8 and 10.

3. The process of claim 1, wherein said membrane is
comprised of cellulose acetate or a thin film composite.

4. The process of claim 1, wherein said waste water
further comprises solid particles, said process further com-
prising:

filtering said waste water to remove said solid particles

before feeding said waste water through said reverse
osmosis membrane.
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permeate stream and a first reject stream, feeding said first
permeate stream through said second pass to separate said
first permeate into a second permeate stream and a second
reject stream, and combining said second reject with said
waste water for re-treatment.

9. The process of claim 8, wherein said first pass com-
prises two membrane banks and said second pass comprises
one membrane bank.

10. The process of claim 1, further comprising:

adding an anti-scalant to said waste water before feeding
said waste water through said reverse osmosis mem-
brane.

11. The process of claim 1, wherein said mixed acid

etchant waste further comprising, acetic acid.

12. The process of claim 1, wherein said waste water
further comprises a second stream comprised of hydrofluoric
acid.

13. The process of claim 12, wherein said second stream
is further comprised of dissolved silica.

14. A system for treating waste water comprising mixed
acid etchant waste, said system comprising:

a tank containing said waste water and adapted for
adjusting the pH of said waste water to about 7 or
above;

a filtration unit in fluid communication with said tank; and

a reverse osmosis unit in fluid communication with said
filtration unit and comprising at least one reverse
osmosis membrane.
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15. The system of claim 14, wherein said filtration unit is
comprised of one or more filters selected from the group
consisting of cartridge filters, line filters, bag filters, sand
filters, multi-media filters, ultrafilters, and microfilters.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein said filter further
comprising activated carbon.

17. The system of claim 14, wherein said membrane is
comprised of cellulose acetate or a thin film composite.

18. The system of claim 14, wherein said reverse osmosis
unit comprises a first pass and a second pass.

19. The system of claim 18, wherein said first pass
comprises two membrane banks and said second pass com-
prises one membrane bank.

20. The system of claim 19, wherein the first bank of said
first pass is comprised of extra-high reject membranes and
wherein the second bank of said first pass and said bank of
said second pass are comprised of high reject membranes.

10

15

12

21. The system of claim 18, wherein said first pass
comprises two membrane banks and said second pass com-
prises two membrane banks.

22. A process for treating waste water comprising hydrof-
luoric acid, mixed acid etchant waste, dissolved silica, and
solid particles, said process comprising:

adjusting the pH of said waste water to between about 8

and 10;

filtering said waste water to remove said solid particles;
adding an anti-scalant to said waste water; and

feeding said waste water through a reverse osmosis com-
prising at least one reverse osmosis membrane.
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