Social Sciences Research Institute 

Seed Money Grant Program

Description:

Seed Money grants for up to $15,000 are available for the development of larger projects leading to research grant proposals to outside funding agencies.  Three such awards will be given annually to Social Sciences tenured and tenure-track faculty, and all subject areas and methodologies within the School are considered equally.  The proposals will be evaluated by the School’s Faculty Advisory Committee, a 10-member panel which consists of two members from each department.  The proposals should be written with a non-disciplinary audience in mind.  Funds may support research-related travel, wages (including fringe benefits) for graduate or undergraduate student workers, supplies, special computing needs (e.g., software, if the need is clearly tied to the project), and other miscellaneous research expenses.  No support is provided for per diem, faculty supplemental compensation, travel to conferences, or standard equipment (including computers and computer components).  
Application Packets:

Submit the following to the Social Science Research Institute Office (Baker 180-I) or to Heather Willrich Stern (hwill@rice.edu; 713-348-2985) no later than 5:00 pm on Wednesday, December 3, 2008.  Questions related to the application preparation should also be directed to Heather’s attention.   

1. A cover sheet signed by the applicant (see page 3 of the guidelines) 

2. An abstract (200 words maximum)

3. A proposal narrative, three pages maximum

4. References/Bibliography

5. A budget justification

6. A curriculum vitae, three pages maximum

Criteria:

SSRI awards are for research-based expenses.  The primary criterion is the quality of the research itself:  the significance, sophistication, innovativeness, and consequences of the proposed research.  The following are useful questions to consider in writing the proposal narrative.

1. Are the leading ideas and their significance clearly articulated, and in a manner that is understandable and appreciated by a non-specialist, academic audience?

2. Are the research methods well presented and justified?

3. Is the Principal Investigator aware of the existing literature of the field?

4. Is it demonstrated that the project can be completed in the available time?

5. Is the end product defined, and is it reasonable for the project?

Successful Applications

Those who receive an SSRI seed money grant are required to submit two additional pieces of information.

1. A 1-2 page research report submitted to the SSRI within 60 days of the completion of the funding period.  All funds must be expensed by the end of the calendar year in which they were awarded.  Those that are left unspent will be returned to SSRI.

2. Notification to SSRI when the external grant is submitted to the external funding agency.  This must be within 9 months of the spending of the internal funds.  If the sponsor to which you are applying does not have a deadline within 9 months, please contact Heather to discuss your intended submission.

SSRI PROPOSAL COVER SHEET

Seed Money Grant

Name:     



Department:          

E-mail Address:           


Phone:            





Proposal Title:         

Keywords:        


Anticipated agency to which the proposal will be submitted:

         

Estimated budget to external agency:       


Other support available for, or likely to be committed to, this project (including funding source, amount, and how it will be used).

           


	Budget Category
	Amount Requested
	Comments

	1. Personnel:
	
	

	a. Salaries/compensation.         
	$       
	Students or staff only; no faculty compensation

	b. Fringe benefits
	$     
	Total benefits for all personnel; if more than one rate used, please describe in the budget justification

	2. Supplies 
	$       
	General supplies (paper, toner, pens, pencils, etc.), software; no computer hardware allowed

	3. Travel
	$      
	Transportation and lodging, no per diem

	4.  Consultant(s)
	$
	Fees and travel expenses for consultant(s)

	5. Miscellaneous Research Expenses
	$     
	Specialized items, human subjects compensation, shipping costs, etc.

	TOTAL
	$      
	



                                                                                                                                     

This project involves  FORMCHECKBOX 
 human subjects  FORMCHECKBOX 
 animals. Note: if either human subjects or animal subjects are involved, appropriate approvals must be on record in the SSRI Office prior to release of any funds for the project.

I acknowledge that I have read the guidelines, understand the terms and conditions of the SSRI grant for which I am applying, and agree to comply with those terms and conditions. 

        





        

Applicant Signature




Date
SSRI PROPOSAL CHECKLIST

Seed Money Grant

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
SSRI Cover Sheet- signed by applicant 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Abstract (200 word limit)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Proposal Narrative (3 page limit)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

List of References Research References

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Budget Justification 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Curriculum Vitae (3 page limit)

The proposal should be submitted in no smaller than 12 pt. font, single or double spaced with 1” margins. Proposals missing any item or not following the proposal format will be returned.

