Social Sciences Research Institute

Research Professorship Program

Description

The Research Professorship awards provide release time from teaching duties so the awardee can concentrate on a major innovative research project.  The release semester is typically the one during which the faculty member teaches only one course.  During the award semester, the faculty member receives his/her usual salary and must maintain his/her service responsibilities to the University and department.  Replacement teaching funds will be provided to the faculty member’s department.

Application Packets
Submit the following to the Social Science Research Institute Office (Baker 180-I) or to Heather Willrich Stern (hwill@rice.edu; 713-348-2985) no later than 5:00 pm on Wednesday, December 3, 2008.  Questions related to the application should be directed to Heather as well.  

1. A cover sheet signed by the applicant (see page 2 of the guidelines)

2. An abstract (200 words maximum)

3. A proposal narrative, three pages maximum

4. References/Bibliography

5. A curriculum vitae, three pages maximum

Criteria:

Research Professorships are for a one-semester teaching release for tenured and tenure-track faculty who have received their first contract renewal (i.e., who are in their fourth year).  The primary criterion for a successful proposal is the quality of the proposed research itself:  the significance, sophistication, innovativeness, and consequences of the proposed work.  The following are useful questions to consider in writing the proposal narrative.

1. Are the leading ideas and their significance clearly articulated, and in a manner that is understandable and appreciated by a non-specialist, academic audience?

2. Are the research methods well presented and justified?

3. Is the Principal Investigator aware of the existing literature of the field?

4. Is it demonstrated that the project can be completed in the available time?

5. Is the end product defined, and is it reasonable for the project?

6. What are the Principal Investigator’s professional qualifications to complete the proposed project?

7. Does the Principal Investigator have a history of scholarship commensurate with his/her career stage?  

Successful Applications

Those who receive a SSRI Research Professorship are required to submit a 1-2 page research report submitted to the SSRI within 60 days of the completion of the semester off.  

SSRI PROPOSAL COVER SHEET

Research Professorship
Name:       

Department:        

Email:       

Phone:       


Proposal Title:

Keywords:


This project involves  FORMCHECKBOX 
 human subjects   FORMCHECKBOX 
 animal subjects. Note: if either human subjects or animal subjects are involved, appropriate approvals must be on record in the SSRI Office prior to release of any funds for the project.

I acknowledge that I have read the guidelines, understand the terms and conditions of the SSRI grant for which I am applying, and agree to comply with those terms and conditions.

       





       

Applicant Signature



Date

SSRI PROPOSAL CHECKLIST

 Research Professorship
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
SSRI Cover Sheet- signed by applicant 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Abstract (200 word limit)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Proposal Narrative ( 3 page limit )

 FORMCHECKBOX 

List of References Cited in Narrative

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Curriculum Vitae ( 3 page limit )

The proposal should be submitted in no smaller than 12 pt. font, single or double spaced with 1” margins. Proposals missing any item or not following the proposal format will be returned.

