Social Sciences Research Institute

Mini-Grant Program

Description

Mini-grants are non-competitive awards that cannot exceed $1,500.  Individuals who are eligible for these awards include tenured and tenure-track faculty, Professors in the Practice, and lecturers in the interdiscplinary programs.  Proposals are evaluated as they are received, and awards are made throughout the year or until fiscal year funds have been depleted.  The grants are to cover graduate or undergraduate research time and the associated fringe benefits, the purchase of supplies, including research-related software or hardware, research-related travel expenses, consultant costs, and miscellaneous research expenses.  Conference travel is not permitted.  Faculty members are eligible only if their research accounts or other available funds cannot cover the purchases.  

Application Packets
Submit the following to the Social Science Research Institute Office (Baker 180-I) or to Heather Willrich Stern (hwill@rice.edu; 713-348-2985).  Questions related to the preparation of the application packet should also be directed to Heather.  

1. A cover sheet signed by the applicant (please see page 2 of the guidelines)

2. A one-page proposal narrative

3. References/Bibliography

4. A budget justification

Criterion
The primary criterion for a successful proposal is how immediately necessary the request seems to be to facilitate the research project.  Is the purchase integral to the continuation and success of the project?   

Successful Applications

Those who receive a mini-grant must expense the funds before the end of the calendar year in which they are awarded.  Any funds remaining on December 31st will be recovered by SSRI.  If this timeline presents a problem, please contact Heather so that the issue can be resolved.  

SSRI PROPOSAL COVER SHEET

Mini-Grant

Name:          



Department:          

E-mail Address:           


Phone:            





Proposal Title:         

Keywords:        


	Budget Category
	Amount Requested
	Comments

	1. Personnel:
	
	

	a. Compensation  
	$       
	Please break down expenses in budget justification

	b. Total fringe
	$       
	If different rates are used for different personnel, please describe in the budget justification

	2. Supplies
	$       
	General supplies (paper, toner, pens, pencils, etc.), computer software, computer hardware

	3. Travel
	$      
	Transportation and lodging, no per diem

	4. Consultant(s)
	$
	Fees and travel expenses for consultant(s)

	5. Miscellaneous Research Supplies
	$     
	Specialized items, human subjects compensation, shipping costs, etc.

	TOTAL
	$      
	



                                                                                                                                     

This project involves  FORMCHECKBOX 
 human subjects  FORMCHECKBOX 
 animals. Note: if either human subjects or animal subjects are involved, appropriate approvals must be on record in the SSRI Office prior to release of any funds for the project.

I acknowledge that I have read the guidelines, understand the terms and conditions of the SSRI grant for which I am applying, and agree to comply with those terms and conditions.

        





        

Applicant Signature




Date
SSRI PROPOSAL CHECKLIST

Mini-Grant 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
SSRI Cover Sheet- signed by applicant 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Proposal Narrative (1 page limit)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

List of Research References

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Budget Justification

The proposal should be submitted in no smaller than 12 pt. font, single or double spaced with 1” margins. Proposals missing any item or not following the proposal format will be returned.

