Social Sciences Research Institute 
Dissertation Research Improvement Grant Program

Description:

Dissertation Research Improvement (DRI) grants are available to support or partially support dissertation research projects proposed by graduate students in the School of Social Sciences.  DRI awards will be given annually, and all subject areas and methodologies within the School will be considered equally.  The proposals should be written with a non-disciplinary audience in mind, because they will be evaluated by the School’s Faculty Advisory Committee, a 10-member panel which consists of two members from each department.  Funds may support research-related travel, human subject payments, supplies, special computer equipment needs (e.g., laptop computers, software, printers, etc., if the need is clearly tied to the project), and other miscellaneous research expenses.  Graduate students’ financial needs for dissertation research vary widely across projects and disciplines; we therefore welcome those applications asking for a modest amount of funding (e.g., requests for supplies, participant recruitment costs, or other miscellaneous expenses) as well as applications that have more intensive funding needs (e.g., research-related travel requests or special computer equipment needs not supplied by the department).  The maximum amount for which a student may apply is $5,000, and there is no minimum.  Applicants will provide a concise budget justification outlining the anticipated expenses, so that the reviewers can determine the feasibility of the project proposed.  All proposals must include a letter of support from the applicant’s dissertation advisor.  We encourage students to seek other funding for their dissertation research in addition to what the DRI program can provide, and we request that the planned submissions or already pending proposals be identified in a separate document in the application packet, if applicable.   The number of DRI awards provided in a given year will depend on a number of factors, including the number of applications, the amounts being requested, the quality of the proposals, and the amount of funding available, which is limited for any given year.
Application Packets:

Submit the following to the Social Science Research Institute Office (Baker 180-I) or to Heather Willrich Stern (hwill@rice.edu; 713-348-2985) no later than 5:00 pm on Wednesday, April 8, 2009.  Funds will be made available on or before May 15, 2009.  Questions related to the application preparation should also be directed to Heather.     

1. A cover sheet signed by the applicant (please see page 3 of the guidelines)
2. An abstract (200 word maximum)
3. A proposal narrative, maximum of three pages
4. References/Bibliography
5. A budget justification describing costs outlined on the Cover Sheet
6. A curriculum vitae, maximum of two pages
7. A letter from the student’s advisor certifying that his/her dissertation proposal has been approved

8. A description of other funding agencies to which the proposal will be submitted, if applicable; the funding source and total funding that has been or will be requested should be identified, at a minimum
Criteria:

SSRI awards are for research-based expenses.  The primary criterion is the quality of the research itself:  the significance, sophistication, innovativeness, and consequences of the proposed research.  The following are useful questions to consider in writing the proposal narrative.
1. Are the leading ideas and their significance clearly articulated, and in a manner that is understandable and appreciated by a non-specialist, academic audience?

2. Are the research methods well presented and justified?

3. Is the student aware of the existing literature of the field?

4. Is it demonstrated that the project can be completed in the available time?

5. Is the end product defined, and is it reasonable for the project?

Successful Applications

Those who receive a dissertation research improvement grant are required to submit two additional pieces of information.
1. A 1-2 page research report submitted to the SSRI within 60 days of the completion of the funding period.  Awards will be made by May 15, 2009, and all funds must be expensed by the end of Fiscal Year 2010 on June 30, 2010.  Those funds that are unspent will be returned to the SSRI at that time.
2. If additional support for your dissertation project is received, please notify Heather as soon as possible.  
SSRI PROPOSAL COVER SHEET

Dissertation Research Improvement Grant
Student’s Name:     



Department:          

E-mail Address:           


Phone:            
Advisor’s Name:



Advisor’s Email Address:





Proposal Title:         


	Budget Category
	Amount Requested
	Comments

	Travel 
	
	

	     a.  Domestic
	
	Travel within the U.S., Mexico, and Canada

	     b. Foreign 
	$       
	All other travel

	Supplies
	$     
	Postage, photocopying charges, paper, toner, pens, pencils, etc.

	Computer-related expenses
	$       
	Laptops, software, printers, etc.

	Miscellaneous Research Expenses
	$      
	Human Subjects compensation, data set expenses,  shipping charges, etc.

	TOTAL
	$      
	



                                                                                                                                     

This project involves  FORMCHECKBOX 
 human subjects  FORMCHECKBOX 
 animals. Note: if either human subjects or animal subjects are involved, appropriate approvals must be on record in the SSRI Office prior to release of any funds for the project.

I acknowledge that I have read the guidelines, understand the terms and conditions of the SSRI grant for which I am applying, and agree to comply with those terms and conditions. 

        





        

Applicant Signature




Date
SSRI PROPOSAL CHECKLIST

Dissertation Research Improvement Grant
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
SSRI Cover Sheet- signed by applicant 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Abstract (200 word limit)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Proposal Narrative ( 3 page limit )

 FORMCHECKBOX 

List of Research References

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Budget Justification 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Curriculum Vitae ( 2 page limit )

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Letter from Advisor

 FORMCHECKBOX 

List of Funding Sources

The proposal should be submitted in no smaller than 12 pt. font, single or double spaced with 1” margins. Proposals missing any item or not following the proposal format will be returned.

