Astronomy 201 Course Information

Spring 2009
Course Description: This course in an introduction to astronomy, designed primarily for non-science majors. We will begin by tracing the historical development of astronomy as a science, and then focus on a variety of topics in modern astronomy, ranging from the life histories of stars to the structure and fate of the Universe. Emphasis will be placed on key concepts that astronomers use every day to interpret observations and develop models of the physical Universe.

Meeting time and place:

           Astronomy 201

           Tues, Thurs 1:00 pm - 2:20 pm

           Herman Brown Hall 227

Instructor:

           Prof. Christopher M. Johns-Krull

           Department of Physics and Astronomy

           Office:  330/352 Herman Brown

           Phone: (713) 348-3531         E-mail: cmj@rice.edu

Office Hours:

           Tuesdays:  3:00 pm -  4:00 pm                 Thursdays:  11:00 am - 12:00 pm

          Or by appointment

Text:

           Title:  "The Cosmic Perspective" (5th Edition), paperback

           Authors:  Bennett, Donahue, Schneider, & Voit

           Publisher:  Addison Wesley

Grading:

           Midterms (2 x 15%)
30%

           Homework (~8)
40%

           Final Exam

30%  (take home, inclusive)

Late Policy:

Homework assignments must be turned into the prof by 5 pm on the due date, which will be given on each homework set.  If you do not turn in your assignment in class, bring it to 330 Herman Brown, sliding it under the door if I am not present.  Homework can be turned in for partial credit up to the time that the graded homework is returned.  If the assignment is turned in by the beginning of the next class, the penalty is 10%; by the beginning of the next class, 20%; and so on.

Honor Code:

Exams are pledged.  Homework assignments are meant to help you understand the material, so you are free to discuss the general nature of the concepts with anyone.  However, the actual description of the answer and any specific calculations should be done individually.  If you are in doubt about how much to ask/divulge about a specific problem, you might work through a problem that is conceptually similar to the one assigned.  Copying down someone else's answer (or allowing someone to copy yours) is an honor code violation.

                   *** turn over for course syllabus ***
